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RESTAURANT REVIEW

Platiorm Nine and Three Quarters

June 1, 2016 was a magical night for all the
Harry Potter fans around the city. At 7pm on
the day, far away from the central city, the first
ever Harry Potter theme based restaurant -
Platform Nine and Three Quarters - was
launched in Uttara. It provided a very dream-
like experience to all its customers with its
amazing décor and scrumptious meals. With
masses of dedicated Potter fans at the inau-
guration, the restaurant began with a great
start.

Platform Nine and Three Quarters is
situated on the second floor, the path
marked by a brightly lit staircase. On the
doorway, a large poster displaying “No
muggles beyond this point”instantly con-
jures the magic. All those who have watched
Harry Potter movies are aware that muggles
are the non- magical people in the Harry
Potter world. Upon entering the restaurant,
an HP fan will definitely leave behind all
thoughts and stress of daily humdrum life,
and begin an otherworldly journey.

The first room features a large portrait of
Professor Dumbledore, the Hogwart's head-
master, overlooking the dining area. Every
table was occupied with avid Potter fans
enjoying their British cuisine inspired meals
at the time, and their laughter echoed
around the room. The walls of the restau-
rant have various graffitis such as, “l sol-
emnly swear | am up to No Good,” and other
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Ramadan deals from Farzana Shakil's Makeover Salon

For the month of Ramadan, Farzana Shakil's Makeover Salon brings a
variety of combos for their beauty conscious enthusiasts. Keeping the
needs and preference of their clients in mind, these packages are
carefully crafted to bring life to skin that has been dulled and with-
ered by the unbearable summer heat and long fasting hours. These
combos, starting at Tk1300, consist of various facials, hair treatments,

manicure, pedicure, haircut, fair polish, etc.

Best of all, clients can avail a flat 15 percent discount on hair re-
bonding and can also avail two complimentary highlight sticks for

eightor more hair colour sticks.

The Ramadan offer of Farzana Shakil's Makeover Salon will be
available from June 7-22, 2016 at all their branches.For more informa-
tion, please visit www.facebook.com/FSMSL.

famous phrases from the franchise,

The unique style of dining includes a
Harry Potter book on every table for the
customers who wanted to relive their
golden days of reading J K Rowling's novel
for the first time. Further into the restaurant,
there is a cash counter which is soon to be
transformed into a mini, dessert barand a
black board highlighting the chef's special
of the day.

Platform Nine and Three Quarter is the
brainchild of Shadman Khan Mahmud and his
wife Mysha Musarrat. He had always wanted
to venture into the food industry. On sharing
his dream with his wife, she along with her
sisters came up with the brilliant idea of
opening a Harry Potter themed restaurant.

The restaurant mainly specialises in
British cuisine inspired dishes, although they
havenot been able to incorporate the idea
fully into their menu due to the demography
of our country not being ready for British
style of cooking.

They started with the basic English meals
and tested how the idea is received by the
customers. The chef's special includes
Lancashire Stew Hotpot with rice and chips
or Grilled Chicken with White Sauce and
sauteéed vegetables. However, my personal
favourite would be the Shepherd's Pie that
absolutely melted in my mouth with every
bite.

Aarong premiers Eid Collection

-l

Fashion powerhouse Aarong recently previewed their Eid Collection for its 'My
Aarong Rewards Card' members and the media on Saturday morning at its
Dhanmondi outlet. The event offered invited guests an opportunity to check out
the hottest styles and pre-order outfits for the coming Eid celebrations.

Aarong also premiered exclusive new items in all of its floors at the Dhanmondi
branch. Highlights include katan inspired outfits, bohemian trends, Japanese art
of shibori dyeing, contemporary geometric appliqués, hand embroidered floral
designs as well as Aarong's traditional line of kantha and Jamdani designs.

There was also a display of new accessories including jewellery pieces from
exclusive designer collections, bags, and a full line of leather sandals for men,
women and children. Aarong also featured new unique home décor cushions
with traditional embroidery, prints and appliqué.

During the one hour premier event, Aarong staff members served breakfast
and hosted the guests while models in Aarong wear mingled with the public.
Following a quick photoshoot, the CEO of Aarong spoke to the guests, expressing
his excitement over showing the customers the latest that Aarong has to offer.
The atmosphere and intensity surrounding the premier was apparent. Aarong is
no doubt one of the big names in fashion and their latest premier of Eid goodies
will definitely have people rushing to the shops the minute they are released.

Appetisers included poutine, BBQ wings,
and chicken wings. Probably the best part of
the menu was to see how the Harry Potter
theme was incorporated into their chillers

providing famous Harry Potter drinks such
as Butter Beer, Fire Whisky, Amortentia, and

many more.

The ambience and the decor would
undoubtedly make you extremely nostalgic.
The restaurant includes the famous House of
Gryffindor common room and the Slytherin
dungeon almost exactly how you would
picture it to be. The Slytherin dungeon
includes comfortable couches and a large
portrait of Professor Snape and his famous
quote, "Always” painted on the wall.

Whereas the Gryffindor common room is
radiant with bright lights and a wall of spells.
At the centre of the restaurant is a dining
area displaying all the famous spell books

from Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and
Wizardry.

The co-owner, Mysha Musarrat, felt that
to undertake such a renowned theme was a
big risk since it involved living up to the
large expectations of many fans.
Nonetheless, two months of hard work and
effort have paid off successfully. All mer-
chandise in the restaurant was hand-made
by fans using local products and submitted
to them. Mysha also claimed that the main
reason for locating far away from the city
was to draw out customers away from over-
crowded major food hubs. These food hubs
have become central to one part of the city
whereas the rest of the town feels almost
neglected.

Platform Nine and Three quarters is an
incredible restaurant to dine at with your
friends or family, especially to reminisce
about the early fascination with the magical
world.

Platform Nine and Three Quarters is
located at house no. 5, Lake Drive Road,
Uttara Sector 7, Dhaka. Check out their
Facebook page: facebook.com/ Platform
Dhaka

By Mayesha Raidah
Photo courtesy: Platform Nine and Three
Quarters
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