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A farmer's family at Falimari village in Lalmonirhat's Aditmari upazila sort green chillies to ready them for sale at a local
market. Prices of the common cooking ingredient have shot up in the district's kitchen markets ahead of Ramadan.

AHEAD OF RAMADAN
Green chilli price doubles

in Lalmonirhat markets

S DiLir Roy, Lalmonirhat

The price of green chilli
doubled in local markets in
the district yesterday, two
days ahead of the holy
month of Ramadan. One kg
of green chilli, which cost Tk
30-32 till Saturday, now
costs Tk 60-65. Both growers
and traders have increased
the price, blaming inade-
quate supply.

Ashraful Islam, 45, a
customer from Thana Road
in the town, said, “I bought
one kg of green chilli at Tk
31 from Goshala Bazar, the
biggest vegetable market in
the district, on Saturday
morning. Its price has dou-
bled in the same market
today (Sunday) morning.”

Noor Islam Bepari, 52, a
vegetable retailer, said they

are selling green chilli at
high price because they buy
it at high rate from the grow-
ers. “There was large supply
of green chilli in the market
on Saturday, but supply has
decreased today (Sunday),”
he added.

“If we get less supply of
green chilli during
Ramadan, of course its price
will increase,” said vegetable
trader Shamsul Islam.

Chilli grower Sirajul
Islam, 48, of Bara Kamlabari
village under Aditmari
upzaila, said a huge quan-
tity of green chilli was dam-
aged by a hailstorm a month
ago, so they are getting less
production. “As we got less
production of green chilli,
supply is low in the local
market,” he said, adding

they have been selling green
chilli at Tk 40-42 to the
middlemen since yesterday
morning.

“I1got 20 maunds of green
chilli from one bigha of land
last year, but 1 got only 11
maunds from same area this
year due to the damage
caused by hailstorm,” said
chilli grower Tarani Kanata
Barmon,55, of the same
village.

Yasin Ali, 62, a chilli
grower at Falimari village,
said many growers are not
harvesting chilli from their
fields now, They will harvest
it during Ramadan for get-
ting windfall profit.
“Ramadan brings high
demand for green chilli, so
we get additional earning
from selling it in the market

atthattime,” he said.

Sources in the Department
of Agriculture Extension
(DAE) in Lalmonirhat said
chilli has been cultivated on
3,000 acres of land in five
upazilas of the district. Bara
Kamlabari, Falimari,
Hajiganj, Bhelabari,
Chandonpat, Mogholhat,
Karnapur, Sonahat,
Chandrapur, Kamlabari,
Palashi, Kakina and
Chaparhat villages are well
known for farming green
chilli.

Safayet Hossain, deputy
director of Lalmonirhat
DAE, said a huge quantity of
green chilli at some villages
was damaged due to hail-
storm a month back, so
production has been less
than that of last year.

Rail route
blocked for
stoppage of
intercity trains

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

Demanding stoppage of
intercity trains at
Biddyaganj Railway Station,
hundreds of people yester-
day blocked the
Mymensingh-Jamalpur rail
route in Mymensingh's
Sadar upazila for an hour
from 9:00am.

They demanded stop-
page of intercity trains
Brahmaputra, Agnibina,
Jamuna, and Commuter-2
at the railway station.

On information, police
rushed to the spot and
assured the agitating people
that they would inform the
authorities concerned and
the local administration
about their demands imme-
diately and urged them to
withdraw the barricade.

The agitators withdrew
the barricade, threatening
that if their demand was not
met in seven days they would
go for tougher agitation.

Movement of several
trains, including
Brahmaputra, was disrupted
due to the blockade.

BNP leader
lands in jail

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Chapainawabganj

Two Chapainawabganj courts
yesterday sent a local BNP
leader to jail, rejection his bail
prayers in two cases for sub-
versive activities and murder.
The accused is district
BNP president and former
lawmaker Shahjahan Mia,
District and Sessions
Judge Enamul Bari and
Judicial Magistrate Shariful
Islam passed the orders
when Shahjahan surren-
dered before the courts.
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PHOTO: STAR
Different women's and non-governmental organisations form a human chain in front of
Shaheed Satu Hall in Chapainawabganj town yesterday, demanding capital punishment
to the killer of schoolgirl Konika Rani, who was hacked to death by drug addict Abdul
Malek at Mohipur in Sadar upazila on May 27.

Human chain demands death
penalty for Konika's killer

OuRr CORRESPONDENT,
Chapainawabganj

Different women's and
non-governmental organi-
sations formed a human
chain in front of Shaheed
Setu Hall i n
Chapainawabganj town
vesterday, demanding
capital punishment of the
killer of schoolgirl Konika
Rani.

Activists of Jago Nari
Banhishikha, Bangladesh
Mohila Awami League, Jubo
Mohila League, Bangladesh
Girls Guide and several
other non-governmental
organisations joined the
hour long programme from
10:00am.

Addressing a rally at the

venue, the speakers
demanded speedy trial and
capital punishment of
killer Abdul Malek, who
murdered Konika Rani and
injured her three class-
mates.

They later submitted a
memorandum to the home
minister through the deputy

commissioner in
Chapainawabganj.
Among others, local

women leaders Gouri
Chand Barman,
Nurunnahar, Shahanaz
Begum, Halima Khatun and
advocate Yesmin Sultana
addressed the rally.

On May 27, Konika Rani,
14, a Class X student of
Mohipur SM Dwimukhi
High School in Sadar

upazila, was hacked to
death by drug addict Abdul
Malek around 9:15am.

Konika's three classmates
Tarin Afroz, 15, Tanzima
Khatun, 14, and Moriom
Akhtar, 14, also sustained
serious injuries in the attack.
The injured girls are still
undergoing treatment at
Rajshahi Medical College
Hospital.

Villagers caught Malek
and handed him over to
the police, Officer-in-
Charge Mazharul Islam of
Sadar Model Police Station
said.

Konika's mother Anjali
Rani filed a murder case
against Abdul Malek with
the police station the same
night, the OC added.
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2 women
held with
16,000

Yaba pills

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Chittagong

Coastguards yesterday
arrested two women with
16,000 Yaba tablets from
Raipur area in Anwara
upazila of Chittagong dis-
trict.

The arrestees are
Chimona Begum, 40, and
Jahanara Begum, 40, of
Gohira wvillage in the
upazila.

A team of Bangladesh
Coastguards, acting on a
tip-off, raided
Godaraghat Bridge area in
the morning and arrested
the duo along with the
Yaba pills wrapped in two
small plastic bags,
Lieutenant Commander
Omar Faruk of
Bangladesh Coastguard
(east zone) said.

The arrestees were later
handed over to Anwara
Police Station.

Fratricide

OuRrR CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

A man was hacked to death
allegedly by his younger
brother over a family feud
at Bishnupur village in
Ishwarganj upazila of the
district yesterday.

The victim is Md Shaheen
Miah, 25, son of Abu Taher
of the village.

Police and family
sources said Shaheen fell in
love with one Khadija
Begum, daughter of
Motalab Miah of
Netrakona district, and
married her three moths
ago against his family's
wishes.

Since the marriage, fam-
ily members had been
pressing Shaheen to
divorce Khadija but
Shaheen did not agree with
them, resulting in quarrels
now and then, said Badrul
Alam Khan, officer-in-
charge of Ishwarganj Police
Station.

Shaheen had an alterca-
tion with his mother over
the issue around 10:00am
yesterday.

At one stage, Shaheen's
younger brother Mamun
Miah, 21, attacked him with
a sharp weapon. He died on
the spot.

Local people caught
Mamun and handed over
him to police. A case was
filed in this connection.

Robbers loot jewellery
shop, stab 2 in Rangpur

OuRr CORRESPONDENT,
Drinajpur

Robbers looted 100 tolas of
gold ornaments and Tk 8
lakh from a jewellery shop
after stabbing two people at
a bazar in Pirgachha upazila
of Rangpur district yester-
day.

The injured are Md
Anwar Ali, 25, and Md Belal
Hossain, 27, staff of a
nearby shop. They were
admitted to Rangpur
Medical College Hospital.

A gang of 20 stormed into
Sumita Jewellers at
Pirgachha Bazar around
3:00am and took away the
gold ornaments and the
cash worth about Tk 50

lakh, said affected shop
owner Ramaji Lal.

The robbers also stabbed
Anwar and Belal as they
tried to prevent them.

Ramaji claimed that the
robbery incident was filmed
on the close circuit camera
(CCTV) installed inside the
shop.

Contacted, Aminul
Islam, officer-in-charge of
Pirgachha Police Station,
said he is yet to get the cam-
era footage from the shop
owner.

Away in Jhenidah, police
arrested three alleged mug-
gers from Bapariparaand TV
Centre area of the district
town on Saturday.

They also seized Tk

50,000 and two motorbikes
from their possession,
reports our correspondent.

The arrestees are Sujan
Hoegsatn, 27, of
Chowgachha upazila in
Jessore, and Imran Hossain,
32, of sadar upazila, and his
wife Ratna Khatun,

On May 29, a gang took
away Tk 10.8 lakh and a
cheque for Tk 4.50 lakh after
shooting the manager of
Rezaul Filling Station when
he was going to Pubali Bank
branch in the town to
deposit the money.,

Later, a case was filed in
connection with the inci-
dent, said OC Hasan
Hafizur Rahman of Sadar
Police Station.

Newly elected UP chairman
stabbed, shot in Joypurhat

Our CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Ruhul Amin, assistant superintendent of

The newly elected chairman of Bhadsha
Union Parishad under Joypurhat Sadar
upazila was stabbed and shot by a gang of
unidentified criminals on Saturday night.
His aide was also stabbed by them.

Locals rescued chairman-elect AK Azad,
43, and his aide Nayan Kumar Barman, 39,
and took them to Joypurhat Modern
Hospital. As their condition deteriorated,
they were referred to Ziaur Rahman Medical
College Hospital in Bogra. The bullet-hit
chairman was sent to Dhaka yesterday

Police, quoting witnesses, said Azad and
Nayan were returning home on a motorbike
from Bhadsha Bazar at around 10:30pm. As the
duo arrived near Gopalpur Adivasipara, around
10 to 12 masked criminals intercepted them.

The gang stabbed the duo, fired bullets at
AK Azad and left the spot. A case was filed with
Joypurhat Sadar Police Station yesterday.

police of Joypurhat, said law enforcers are
investigating the incident and trying to
arrest the culprits involved.

Azad won the election as AL rebel candi-
date. He defeated Hatem Ali, who contested
the election with boat symbol.

Away in Gaibandha, Four people,
arrested in connection with the gun attack
on BNP-nominated chairman candidate
Azizur Rahman in Arendabari union of
Fulchari upazila on Friday, were sent to jail
yesterday, reports our correspondent.

Azizur Rahman won election held on
Saturday. He bagged 5,584 votes while his
nearest candidate Abdul Mannan Akanda of
AL got 4,509 votes.

A gang of criminals fired three bullets at
Azizur Rahman though the window while
he was asleep at his residence. He was
admitted to Sadar Hospital with bullets
wounds on both legs.
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PHOTO: STAR

People of Gaibandha Sadar upazila stage a demonstration in the district town yesterday,
demanding uninterrupted power supply in the upazila and an end to alleged irregularities

at the local PDB office.
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