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Man arrested
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searched his luggage and seized
the cartridges around 11:00am.

Khairul Bashar, assistant com-
missioner of Customs Intelligence
at the airport, said a case was filed
with Airport Police Station against
the arrestee. He was handed over
to the police station.

Prabhat Ranjan Singha, assistant
commissioner of Customs
Intelligence in Sylhet, said the
arrestee during primary interroga-
tion claimed that the cartridges
belong to his brother who has a
licensed shotgun for use in the UK
and Bangladesh.

Sabur said he had brought 25
cartridges from England in 2011,
added Prabhat.

Bagpipes
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Antarctic Centre in Christchurch.

On Wednesday, Bagpipes took
his first tentative steps using his
new limb. His digital foot will help
him swim, stand and waddle like a
penguin should.

Officials say that Bagpipes's new
prosthetic foot is a first for New
Zealand, using the latest 3D tech-
nology.

After nine years of hobbling,
Bagpipes is now able to stand tall
and enjoy having his body weight
distributed evenly.

Penguin keeper Mal Hackett
told Stuff.co.nz that Bagpipes had
spent almost 10 years of his life
using different kinds of foam beer
bottle holders cut to size and
wrapped around his stump to give
him some support.

"When he got out of the pool
he was using parts of his body
that he shouldn't, like his beak
and flippers, so hopefully this
prosthetic will help with that," he
said.

The biggest difficulty was get-
ting Bagpipes to stand still to have
his good foot scanned and his new
foot fitted. Initially he fell flat on
his beak a few times before he got
used to his new limb.

[t was made by University of
Canterbury senior lecturer Don
Clucas who came up with a com-
puter design, refined the model
and printed the prosthetic.

"The hardest part was scanning
his foot because he is quite
wriggly," he said. "The fitting has
gone better than expected.”

"We still need to make a few
adjustments like making it easier
to clip on the prosthetic and keep
it in place on his legs."

The prosthetic is made from
plastic but the final fitting will
include a rubber material to help
Bagpipes with his grip.

Polls violence
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around 11:30am, Hanif said no
government wants violence as it
tarnishes the image of the govern-
ment.

"All the political parties along
with the ruling party should come
forward to face such sort of
unrest,” he added.

The BNP, meanwhile, alleged
that both the government and the
Election Commission (EC) were
responsible for the irregularities
and violence during the UP elec-
tions.

CEC Rakibuddin said the situa-
tion has "definitely improved"” in
the last phase of the polls as they
had been able to stop the election-
eve ballot box stuffing.

“The value of life is coming
down while the cost of everything
1s going up. We are witnessing
minors being killed over silly
social feuds,” he said.

Referring to media reports on
election violence, he said apart
from some stray incidents, voting
in yesterday's polls was fair and
peaceful.

He said the EC does not want to
see any deaths but it some times
has to take appropriate measures
to protect voting centres, the vot-
ers, electoral officials and assets of
the states.

He said the union parishad
polls were more competitive than
others and it was one of the rea-
sons for the deaths.

The CEC also blamed the rigid
attitudes of candidates. He said
some candidates had tried to win
the race at any cost disregarding
what the voters thought of him or
her.

BNP'S REACTION

BNP Vice-Chairman Selima
Rahman, after a meeting with the
CEC at his office, vesterday alleged
that the government and the EC
were responsible for the irregulari-
ties and violence during all phases
of the UP polls.

She alleged that in every elec-
tion they filed complaints with the
CEC and every time he told them
that he was taking measures but
the situation remained unchanged.

She said the EC was not work-
ing fairly as it was working under
the Awami League-led government.

Change to create
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in the rush hours, intend to turn left
towards Sonargaon intersection and
would be benefited by the exten-
S101.

As there is no ramp connecting
Hatirjheel road network to the
flyover, the entire bulk of the traffic
from Gulshan, Badda and Rampura
has to wait at the FDC level crossing
for passage, said Prof Shamsul
Hoque, who works as a technical
expert on Strategic Transport Plan of
Dhaka.

The extended ramp is going to
occupy a standard six-metre width
of the existing roadway, he said,
adding that another down ramp of
the under construction Dhaka
Elevated Expressway is designed to
merge with the same road in front of
the BGMEA building, which would
add further traffic to the already
crammed spot.

Besides, a left lane of the street is
always exclu-
sively dedicated
for the unob-
structed entry

t o the
Sonargaon
Hotel, he

observed. As a
result, a high

n ! _mlb er of be dismantled
veniclies using . 3 -
the existing Ramp lacks coordination with
street will face Metro Rail, cannot extend
mofre <€on- beyond Sonargaon intersection
straints with the

road width

squeezed.

As there is no up-ramp there
either, traffic from the other direction
will also cram the street, he noted.

The extended ramp does not
help a huge volume of traffic with
elevated passage over the level
crossing due to the lack of an up-
ramp connecting the Hatirjheel
road network, said Prof Hoque.
"So, it is not going to meet the
great expectation of easing traffic
congestion at the BFDC railway
crossing and Sonargaon intersec-
tion.”

That the ramp cannot be
extended beyond the Sonargaon
intersection is because such mega
projects were not coordinated with
each other at the outset, he
observed.

He said even though the pro-

posal for extending the ramp was
from honest intentions, it was not

going to achieve the desired goal

due to the faulty layout configura-
tion on which the flyover has been
built.

Flyover Project Director Nazmul
Alam said the extended ramp would
not serve a big chunk of traffic vol-
ume on the existing street from
Hatirjheel and the traffic heading
for Panthapath would have to face
the usual barrier at the FDC level
Crossing.

He said they would open
another two-kilometre section of
the flyover from Bangla Motor to
Mouchak by July and the rest of the
flyover by mid-next year, the offi-
cial deadline.

A two-kilometre four-lane car-
riageway section of the flyover
stretching from Saat Rasta intersec-
tion (Shaheed Tajuddin Ahmad
Avenue) up to Shaheed Captain
Mansur Ali Avenue (Moghbazar)
near Holy Family Red Crescent
Medical College Hospital was

opened in late
March.

AT A GLANCE wh

Tk 85 crore 450m ramp
extension useless

A 50m carriageway deck of the
ramp built for Tk 9.5¢r has to

Executive
Committee of
the National
Economic
Council
(Ecnec) in
January
approved the
revisged
Moghbazar-
Mouchak
Flyover Project
extending its
deadline by 18 months to June,
2017. The cost has increased more
than Tk 446 crore, raising the total
projectcosttoTk 1,219 crore.

[ncluding the extension, the
8.7km flyover is being con-
structed in three sections -- one
from Holy Family Hospital to
Tejgaon, one from Kakrail to
Rampura and the rest from
Mouchak to Bangla Motor.

The Ecnec first approved the
project in March, 2011, when the
cost was Tk 773 crore.

[nitially, it was supposed to be
completed in two years from con-
tract signing in late 2012. A total of
18 ramps, including eight for
ascending, were planned to land at
Saat Rasta, Pragati Sarani and FDC
intersections, near Holy Family
Red Crescent Medical College
Hospital at Eskaton Garden,
Moghbazar, Rajarbagh and Shanti
Nagar.

One mill killing
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a serious water crisis,” said AKM
Fazlullah, managing director of
Chittagong Wasa.

Environmentalists and experts
said the affected water would be a
health hazard.

“The Karnaphuli Paper Mills uses
around 24 types of chemicals,
including chlorine, sulphur, bleach-
ing and sodium chlorite. When the
untreated effluent is discharged into
the water, residues of the toxic chem-
icals remain. So the river water
becomes caustic with high pH, high
suspended solid and low dissolved
oxygen. That is why water quality
deteriorates and fish die. Even the
acrid smell does not go away after
cooking the affected fish, " said Edris
Ali, an associate professor of the
chemistry department at
Government Mohsin College.

He has been researching on the
Karnaphuli's water quality since
early 1990's.

Visiting the Karnaphuli Paper
Mills recently, this correspondent
found that some of the effluent was
being reused but a lot of it was being
discharged directly into the river
through a pipe.

Boatmen and locals alleged that
large fish that come to the river from
the Kaptai Lake were often found
dead whenever the KPM discharges
its waste,

Contacted over the phone yester-
day morning, KPM Managing
Director Mosabberul Islam, who has
been working there since March
2014, said the daily effluent dis-
charge was around 2,500 tonnes. "Of
those, only 1,500 are discharged
without treatment the rest are treated
inside the factory before discharge.”

Mosabberul said they would
improve the existing effluent dis-
charging system by August this year
and it would require Tk 20 lakh,
which would be taken from the
maintenance costs of the factory,

He said earlier government had
allocated Tk 8 crore for the ETP pro-
ject. But during tender of the project
it was found that at least 40 crore
would be needed fora modern ETP.

When asked whether the cheap
alternative would be as effective as
an ETP, he said since only a few
parameters of the effluent like the
pH, suspended solid and tempera-
ture, were the problem, they would
be able to neutralise them before
releasing into the river.

"The DoE is also positive about
the project and sent a positive report
recently about the outcome of the
project on May 25," said

Mosabberul, who has been trans-
ferred from the KPM but would stay
until the project completed.

Sources in the DoE said the KPM
had applied for an environment
clearance certificate in May 2011 but
was denied as five parameters of its
effluent were above the limit.

The DoE issued show-cause notices
on the authorities several times.

Factories are classified into the
four categories Green, Orange-A,
Orange-B and Red when they are
given environment certificates. The
KPM is considered a red category
factory. DoE senior chemist Kamrul
Hasan said the red category indus-
tries are those that could impact the
environment the most. Their rules
categorise paper, tannery, chemical
colour, cement, sugar, power gener-
ation factories as red.

In October 2015, the department
fined the KPM Tk 1.85 crore for
polluting the river.

Mosabberul said they have
appealed to the secretary of the
environment minister for exempt-
ing them from the fine but the date
of the hearing is yet to be set.

Officials of the DoE had several
meetings with the KPM authorities
to address its issue. The last one was
held on May 11.

“We have had two successful
meetings. Although the factory is
old, its technology is quite good.
Not all the toxic effluent is dis-
charged into the river, rather some
are reused. The KPM authorities
assured us of taking an alternative
measure within four to five months
to treat effluent,” said Mokbul
Hossain, deputy director of the DoE
in Chittagong.

“Hopetully, we would get some
positive results within six months,”
he added.

A source present at the meeting,
quoting the KPM authorities, said
that the factory would set up a set-
tling tank, a dosing tank, and a pH
correction unit to neutralise effluent
before discharging it into the river.

They said they could not estab-
lish an ETP before 2018 and hoped
to continue with the alternative
measures until then,

“1 am sceptical about the factory
actually taking initiatives and
spending money to save the envi-
ronment. They [factory officials]
gave such assurances several times
before, but those did not material-
ise,” said Edris Ali, vice-president of
Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon
Chittagong city unit.

"Actually the paper mill is taking
away more than itis giving,” he said.
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Eid visa camp
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saw an overwhelming response as
people seeking visa could just walk
into the premises with all the
required documents and submit
their applications at the special
counters opened for the camp by
the Indian Visa Application Centre.

The visa seekers were given e-
token instantly.

Such a move reflects the magni-
tude of Indian visa operations in
Bangladesh, said Indian High
Commissioner to Bangladesh
Harsh Vardhan Shringla.

The High Commission here
issues the largest number of visas
compared to any other Indian
missions anywhere in the world
and probably grants visas more
than any other mission in
Bangladesh, he said while speaking
at the inaugural session.

"It's another sign of strengthen-
ing people-to-people ties. Through
such an initiative, the relations
between the two countries will
further be strengthened,” Home
Minister Asaduzzaman Khan said,
while addressing the function as
the chief guest.

Indian visa seekers normally fill
in an application form and submit
it online to get an appointment
date but the procedure gets trou-
blesome because of heavy traffic
on the designated website. And so
people seek help of unauthorised
agents or middlemen to get
appointment dates and e-token for
at least Tk 3,000 to Tk 4,000.

The visa camp will remain open
until June 16 (except June 10 that
is Friday) from 8:00am to 2:00pm.

During the inauguration, three
people won couple tickets by lottery
of Jet Airways on the routes -- Dhaka-
Kolkata-Dhaka, Dhaka-Delhi-Dhaka
and Dhaka-Mumbai-Dhaka.

Jet Airways is also offering exclu-
sive discounts for booking tickets
at the camp.

"We know people in Bangladesh
would like to visit India during the
Eid holidays. We want India to be
your most preferred destination
because we are the closest neigh-
bours,” the Indian envoy said.

State Minister for Foreign Affairs
Md Shahriar Alam, who was the
special guest, said visa issues had
been discussed with the Indian
side that gave an assurance of
making the process easier and
hassle-free.

"This [visa camp] is a very brave
and challenging move," he said,
thanking the Indian High
Commission for the initiative.

Return
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Mozammel Haque Khan, Foreign
Secretary M Shahidul Haque said,
“It hasn't been possible to hand
over Sonu to the representatives of
the Indian High Commission until
today [May 31] although the
Indian external atfairs minister
herself took an initiative for his
repatriation. The Indian side has
reminded us of the matter again.

“Considering the bilateral rela-
tionship between the two countries
and also on humanitarian
grounds, non-settlement of the
issue is unexpected despite assur-
ance from the Indian high authori-
ties,” read the letter.

Earlier, the foreign ministry on
May 26 and 29 sent two more
letters to the home ministry in this
regard.

Besides, the foreign ministry
wrote to the correction centre on
June 1.

“The ministry asked us to hand
over the boy to the Indian High
Commission representatives
because his parents were not
wealthy enough to travel to
Bangladesh to take their son back
home,” Shahbuddin told The Daily
Star.

He said either the parents or
Indian High Commission will have
to prove in the tribunal that Sonu
is an Indian citizen.

“Sonu's mother told me over the
phone today [Saturday] that they
submitted papers for passport,” he
added.

Despite repeated attempts, this
newspaper couldn't reach the
senior home secretary over the
phone for comment.

Indian External Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj on May 24 tweeted
to resolve the repatriation issue
soon. On that day, she tweeted
four times regarding Sonu.

In her last tweet, she said the
Indian authorities would match
Sonu's DNA profiles with those
of the couple who claim to be
his parents. “In case DNA test is
positive, we will bring Sonu to
India without delay,” the tweet
read.

Meanwhile, Jamal Ibne Musa,
dubbed the real-life “Bajrangi
Bhaijaan” for his efforts to reunite
Sonu with his family, is now facing
police harassment. The family
which allegedly trafficked the New
Delhi boy filed a case last week
against Musa and his family mem-
bers on charges of assaulting a
woIman.

Court orders
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slapped a ban on corporal punishment at
educational institutions following a public
interest litigation (PIL).

The court also directed the authorities
concerned to ensure monitoring, investiga-
tion and teachers' training, among other
things, to stop recurrence of corporal pun-
ishment.

Like several directives in this case, many
more on different issues are also not being
fully implemented due to lack of willing-
ness of the government, proper monitoring
and public awareness, experts said at a
programme yesterday.

The citizens are not getting expected
benefits from these directives which the
courts issued to ensure people's rights, they
added.

Rights organisations Bangladesh
Legal Aid and Services Trust (BLAST),
Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers
Association (Bela) and Bangladesh
National Women Lawyers Association
(BNWLA) jointly organised the "Na-
tional Access to Justice Conference” on
“Implementation of Public Interest
Litigation: Challenges and
Opportunities” at Cirdap auditorium in
association with Community Legal
Services programme,

Sara Hossain, honorary executive direc-
tor of BLAST, said the High Court in 2011
declared corporal punishment illegal at all
educational institutions. The education
ministry the same year issued guidelines to
stop this punishment.

“There has been a positive change follow-
ing the HC judgment as well as the ministry
guidelines and action, but full implementa-
tion of the directives would have made the
situation far better,” she later told The Daily
Star.

At the programme, she said, "Authorities
on several occasions initiated investigation
into such incidents, but we don't know what
actually happened after the probe report
submission.”

She added that there is no centralised
mechanism to oversee the issue.

Besides, there has to be a change in the
public mindset as many believe corporal
punishment is necessary for improvement
of students.

Sara Hossain observed several of the
HC directives regarding inhuman tor-
ture of women -- in the name of punish-
ment for social misconduct -- by issu-
ing fatwa (religious edict) were not
implemented properly. She, however,
said the number of such incidents has
decreased.

Syeda Rizwana Hasan, executive direc-
tor of BELA, pointed to the non-
implementation of some HC directives
on ship-breaking industries. Salma Ali,
executive director of BNELA, talked about
the poor implementation of HC direc-

tives regarding sexual harassment of
wormen,

Referring to the cases of corporal pun-
ishment and ship-breaking industry,
Justice Md Imman Ali, a judge of the
Appellate Division of the Supreme Court,
said, "We have done our part.
Unfortunately, the Supreme Court can
only work within the periphery of the
court itself.... We have little to do after
delivering the judgment. Then you, the
lawyers, have to work.”

He said the lawyers involved in those
cases have to oversee whether the court
directives were implemented and if not,
they can seek contempt proceedings against
the authorities concerned and then the
court can take action.

Justice Imman Ali said directives regard-
ing Bidi workers, stalking or sexual harass-
ment of women and domestic workers were
also notimplemented.

Eminent jurist Dr Kamal Hossain said for
the last several years, many public interest
litigations were filed but non-
implementation of the directives is a “mat-
ter of concern.”

The lawyers should draw the court's
attention to the issues and the court also has
a responsibility to look into the matters so
that its directives are implemented, he said.

Dr Kamal stressed the need for public
awareness about the directives and putting
pressure on the authorities concerned
through democratic process.

Noted rights activist Sultana Kamal said
that in the absence of a culture of account-
ability, directives remained
unimplemented.

He said directives on the ship-breaking
industry are not implemented as interests of
influential people are involved with the
sector.

Many directives related to saving the
rivers surrounding Dhaka, clearing foot-
paths, tannery relocation from the capital,
arbitrary arrest and detention by law enforc-
ers under section 54 of CrPC remained
unimplemented, lawyers told The Daily
Star.

The High Court has so far issued direc-
tives in around 500 public interest cases
since the independence, but many of
them were not properly implemented for
different reasons including lack of gov-
ernment monitoring and shortage of
resources, legal experts told this newspa-
per.

Justice Nizamul Hug of Appellate
Division of the SC, Jerome Sayre, team
leader of Community Legal Services; SC
lawyer Idrisur Rahman, Md
Rafiquzzaman, governance adviser of
DFID Bangladesh; Humayun Khalid, sec-
retary of primary and mass education
ministry, among others, addressed the
programime.

forarafe, soaTy

Ararel fAwefE 92-¢8.05.5¢00. 504,009,003, -0

fcarer fReafe

TEREEET FAEE, AFTH @EEE, (@S, TR od-o¢-30du¥: wifdvdm o@ e
@8.05,2400,008,33,00k.3¢-3Cy (ATSESF IEAS @AGETS FaHE Weastasy e affs
TR TS & e AFTA Aoaama W0 (A4S Feifee T nal S w1 A0ozs-

©12-0)-0L-20 3432

@ ATAE A AT @S FF (O1F) 58-09-dU32 lREIRI
2 AT wifarad 37 Sy
S| 0% | B2 b3¢o-20,0%0/- | Sb-00 IV | WBY fel AT
(@a197/205¢)
= | FfaaE o¢ Bf3 b¢o-20,050/- | dSr-9o IHF BT el #AT
(GFfAaT/205¢)

TISACATE F0a FdZ &4l I |

FIT (P%0 I A0S T |

wifarea wryy wifds 908 o9 |
o0 |

a3 |

2 |
29 |

TeAT Z0T/fa TR FAST T FLE |
38 |

2 T4 20T |
S |

oY |

GFA(SY)(S9)
fEfG-5859

S| wAwe W, e e Gfes AR dreesi e (@EeEd SEaeiEs
www.railway.gov.bd @ #1eam AT | TF SFIALH TO WA TAN G-8 ARG FICE

21 e coEr o (fem) o == wires wenfue e wiavasia ¢ erai-itaa fAdfas

o1 (%) et arerEe v fRfe-Rye s = 29 |
(¥) e cFra waSE Make (16 SEd F4l 70A |

8| oEAr®[E fF AW ¢o/- (A1) BIF (FIC M-5-¢>95-0000-200> (8 TIAMLTE GEIe
BIETE ToH A HCaqa#tad A TS TS (A |

¢ oNfE AIFE AFTT-co | ¢0% T AT 7w e frafee 7w

G| AIER I G 2T (I S Al SISl WUl SIS SISt (Aul T A |

Q| SCEAVEAE (ERFE AT W T T W o 9 e & (@t WY SEend
forete T | s e AFe U] ([@E ST QI A T4 7A |

v et a9 w2W ST qa-sal/eg-saie qa-aa 992 afes/=idfifae afsadima
CHTE TR 0 99 #ifw Py | 9T oF e @ affFrelet e Za A
S I /A S AeFW vigaae 1w e wER Rewm sy FfEre

woad a1 ol wiEws @W wEs Wit ferres Aifew am fRwbe =3 )
At SoiEaiafte fFear F2e 92 F40 AT 7

WA WET 38/0q/20du3e ©ffy fTFE ¢.oo WhEE Wwr “BiF AT
Wit /o4, e @erery, e, 5B T werd (e 201 |

ST ACTET @ BIETT (F0H A0S A |

AN FENSTH FEAF (I Tl w4t it « v fResfen ey aifes a1 =m

(I T (AT a1 T ©UT W FCa BIFACS WO &% TE 992 A9Teite & &
Y O eifae e 7T ardig e afesn s o aar o e SEa 99

GRS o[ sy wfHR e e (@EW-frEets @rTel, Ereiwel, wrerm
AR/ OB WEfE FC, oo @foF (EoT FHFS| F9& ewe biffas 7w, e
a2 ey e Ja-$O@-I0E  Ja-F0, @A (A WISAI
frsedie arer-eit, afesamr e, @i afeadt, qm-T-cmdt, sreemr fefef, farrg
@Sl Tejiva Faw TR O SRl TE FeUF I AHES) TAS A (TS
Tq 93 FE AAME S (9F) (6 Tenfre wore o fare = gferrw /g
E@ER Ja@-30a J@-30E O Aawaaal @ Iferm/Ev gferme qg-saue
AG-FN A% WG FeEHB TSI Afammag smEne/Ah FrAtaeE @7 eTre FrEfHET 8
(ATl (R/FEHETT T9F eaWg AMDIFEE YT FAC TS | (AT FIaa e ZRl
T IS /FAGIAT GIFAFT TJTST S¢ I29 TS FA A2 U (F (A (FASTTS
FHqe A ©fF 21 999l e e 2 |

TIF BTRb7E AAnaaara ST 11 736 A Wautee Ay Wifke $90e 204 |

G AR CAT
B Aefiteer iftsra/o€
FIEATCA= (ST, HoETY




