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Living in fear

of flooding

People of 2 unions of Moheshkhali island exposed to
tidal surges due to absence of permanent embankment

MOHAMMAD ALI ZINNAT with ANDREW EAGLE

In order to survive the harsh conditions of
the intertidal zone, mangrove trees devel-
oped a complex root system to survive salt-
water and waves. Mudskippers can breathe
through the skin, unusual in fish, which
allows them to traverse the foreshore. A
myriad of species of plants and animals
have adapted to intertidal life. Humans are
not among them. Yet in Cox's Bazar district
an increasing number of coastal dwellers are
finding that the intertidal zone is precisely
where they live.

In Dalghata and Matarbari, two unions
of Moheshkhali Island, not only tidal surges
caused by storms and cyclones but regular
high tides inundate the homes of several
thousand people. The situation is especially
intolerable during the monsoon.

“Locally, the 1991 cyclone caused thou-
sands of deaths due to the lack of embank-

ment protection,” says Matarbari's newly-
elected Chairman Mohammad Ullah.

“Still now, more than two decades later, no
sustainable, permanent embankment exists.
Tides inundate low-lying areas every day.”

Neighbouring Dhalgata's Chairman
Ahsan Ullah says 40,000 people in his
union spend anxious days due to the lack of
functional embankments.

“Planned, high embankments are
urgently needed. The whole union risks
being devoured by the sea.”

According to Ahsan Ullah, written
appeals for permanent embankments were
made to the upazila nirbahi officer, Water
Development Board (WDB) and the district
deputy commissioner, to no avail.

While technically there are 20 kilometres
of WDB embankment in the two unions, a
17-kilometre stretch has been in a damaged

SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

A makeshift structure under construction on a dam at Char Dhurun at Kutubdia
in Cox's Bazar. The dam in this intertidal zone is in a very bad shape and that's
why local fishermen, who are displaced during high tides, make homes like
this. Inset, the other end of the dam protecting the offshore area. The photos
were taken a couple of months back.

UP POLLS VIOLENCE

One killed, scores hurt
in several districts

Supporters of defeated UP candidate attack 50 Hindu

houses, businesses and temple in Cox's Bazar

STAR REPORT

Horinarayanpur village yesterday.

A ward-level Awami League leader has been killed in
Pabna and scores have been injured in several dis-
tricts in violence over union parishad polls.

In Pabna, Ripon Hossain, 30, AL's secretary of
ward-9 in Goyeshpur union of Pabna Sadar upazila,
was hacked to death in front of his house in

Sheikh Russell Ali Masud, organising secretary of
Pabna Sadar upazila AL, told The Daily Star that
Ripon, a supporter of AL chairman candidate in
Goyeshpur union, which goes to the polls on June
4, could have been killed over election rivalry.

However, Abdullah Al Hasan, officer-in-charge
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BOAT CAPSIZE

Five female
Ansar die

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Five female Ansar members drowned as a
boat capsized in the Ghorautra river of
Kishoreganj's Mithamoin upazila early
yesterday.

The dead are Asma Begum, 45, Beauty
Begum, 38, Sabina Akhtar, 45, Momena
Khatun, 40, and Ambia Khatun, 35, of
Dampara of Nikli upazila.

They were returning home in Dampara
after their duty in the fifth phase of union
parishad polls held in the upazila on

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

Children being treated at the pediatrics department of the Chittagong Medical College Hospital yesterday. In the

scorching summer heat, many children in the port city are being affected by diseases like influenza,

parainfluenza, pneumonia and diarrhoea.
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Joy says he
never met
Safadi

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Sajeeb Wazed Joy, son of
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, has trashed Israeli
politician Mendi N Safadi's
claim that the two had a
meeting in Washington last
year.

“T have never met Safadi,
either in Washington or
anywhere else. He is lying,”
Joy wrote in a Facebook post.

“That he [Safadi] is
willing to lie for the BNP
also proves that he is
involved in a conspiracy
with the BNP. Otherwise,
why would he lie on their
behalf?”

Joy, ICT adviser to the
PM, uploaded the post
early yesterday, two days
after Israel's Likud Party
leader Safadi in an inter-
view with BBC Bangla
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AFP, Tehran

Saudis 'blocking
path to Allah'

Tehran says Iranians will not attend
hajj this year as talks fail to end rift

faithful.

T B
AT

Iran yesterday said its pilgrims will miss the pilgrimage this
year because Saudi Arabia, custodian of Islam's holiest sites,
was raising obstacles and "blocking the path to Allah" for its

The Iranian Hajj Organisation said: "Saudi Arabia is
opposing the absolute right of Iranians to go on the hajj and
is blocking the path leading to Allah."

The Saudi side had failed to respond to Iranian demands
over "the security and respect” of its pilgrims to Makkah, of
whom 60,000 took part in last year's hajj, the organisation said.

In the latest dispute between regional rivals Tehran and
Riyadh, "after two series of negotiations without any results
because of obstacles raised by the Saudis, Iranian pilgrims
will unfortunately not be able to take part in the hajj" in
September, Iran's Culture Minister Ali Jannati said.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4
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Zia's death
anniv today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Alimony paid
with

The crisis-
riddled BNP
today
observes the
35th death
anniversary
of late presi- =g

dent Zpiaur -d .

Rahman, the founder of the

INDEPENDENT,.CO.UK

An Italian court has allowed a man to pay his ali-
mony to his ex-wife "in kind" with pizza due to his
inability to pay with money.

The 50-year-old pizza baker from a small village
outside Padua in Northern Italy was acquitted of
criminal charges of failing to pay child support.

Nicola Toso and Nicoletta Zuin divorced in
2002 after having a daughter together, Il
Gazzettino reports.

Court records state the monthly alimony pay-
ment of €400 (£303) was paid according to the
divorce settlement.

However, after the economic crisis of 2008, Toso
struggled to pay the figure after remarrying and
having three further children.

As a result, from 2008 to 2010, he offered Zuin
free pizza, calzone and other meals produced from

SEE PAGE 2 COL 6

BNP, with party Chairperson
Khaleda Zia and dozens of
senior leaders facing corrup-
tion and other cases.

The BNP and its associate
bodies have taken up a 15-
day programme to mark the
anniversary.

SEE PAGE 13 COL 4
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PRAYER TIMING
MAY 30

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
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