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PHOTO: STAR

Flash flood triggered by heavy downpour causes serious erosion to the embankment on the Chengerkhal River that has
devoured 60 houses at Shimulkandi village in Khadimnagar union of Sylhet Sadar upazila and put more areas under
threat. The photo was taken yesterday.

500 families under erosion
threat in Sylhet

Chengerkhali River embankment on verge of collapse

MINTU DESHWARA, back from
Shimulkandi in Sylhet

At least 500 families of
Shimulkandi village under
Kadimnagar union of Sylhet
Sadar upazila have been
passing their days in panic
as erosion by the
Chengerkhal River has
taken an alarming turn in
the area.

The local administration
has not yet repaired the
damaged portions of the
embankment, which col-
lapsed at two points a few
days ago.

If immediate steps are

not taken to repair the dam-
aged sections, the entire
embankment will be
devoured by the river in the
rainy season, villagers said.

During a visit yesterday,
this correspondent found
the residents of
Shimulkandi village facing
the threat of erosion as the
river was flowing just below
the danger mark near the
embankment,

Around 60 houses have
been washed away due to
the collapse of the embank-
ment, said Bashir Miah, a
former union parishad (UP)

member of the village. "We
are afraid that our houses
will also get washed away,"
he added.

"We could not cultivate
crops last year as water
entered the farmland
through some breaches in
the embankment, said
Abdul Majid," a farmer of
Shimulkandi village.

Jalal Ahmed, 45, of the
village said they are guard-
ing the embankment by
turns at night.

Delwar Hossain, chair-
man of Khadimnagar UP,
said the parishad does not

have enough funds for
repairing the embankment.
“l1 have already informed
the authorities concerned
of the matter and sought
necessary help to save the
village from the onslaught
of the river,” the chairman
said.

Contacted, Md Sirajul
Islam, executive engineer of
Water Development Board,
Sylhet, said he would send a
letter to the higher authori-
ties, seeking funds to repair
the damaged portion of the
embankment.
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PHOTO: STAR
Locals including a large number of students form a human chain in front of Chapainawabganj Government College in the
district town yesterday demanding punishment of drug addict Abdul Malek who hacked to death schoolgirl Konika Rani
and injured three others at Mohipur village in Chapainawabganj Sadar upazila on Friday.

One killed, scores hurt

FROM PAGE 16

of Pabna Sadar Police
Station, said men of
Shafikul Islam of
Horinarayanpur hacked
him over previous enmity.

Shatikul was found guilty
of stealing a goat in a village
arbitration led by Ripon,
according to locals and
police.

Shafikul and his father
Abdul Aziz were caught.

This is the second AL
leader murder in the union
in a week.

On May 22, Mohammad
Abdur Rahim, AL's general
secretary of ward-3 in the
same union, was shot dead
in Poyda wvillage over UP
polls dispute.

In Cox's Bazar, at least 10
people of the Hindu com-
munity were seriously
injured in an attack alleg-
edly carried out by a
defeated union parishad
member candidate in Cox's
Bazar Sadarupazila.

Among the 10, Tilak
Ghosh, 28, who suffered
critical injuries, had been
admitted to Cox's Bazar
Sadar Hospital.

According to eyewit-
nesses, supporters of Abul
Hossain, a member aspirant
in ward-9 of Khurushkul
union who lost the UP elec-
tion to Makhon Chandra

Dey, allegedly carried out
the attack in Dakkhin
Hindupara on Saturday
night, after the election
results were announced.

Equipped with sticks,
sharp weapons and firearms,
some 100 supporters of Abul
allegedly ransacked around
50 houses, business estab-
lishments and a temple.

The attackers also tried to
assault the women of the
community but the situa-
tion was brought under
control when law enforcers
rushed to the spot.

Additional police and
members of Rab and BGB
were deployed in the area to
fend off further trouble.

Three people involved in
the attack were arrested by
police, said Aslam Hossain,
officer-in-charge of Cox's
Bazar Model Police Station.

Protesting the incident,
district Puja Udjapon
Committee and Bangladesh
Hindu-Buddhist-Christian
Unity Council of Cox's
Bazar unit held an emer-
gency meeting yesterday.

They issued a 24-hour
ultimatum to the authorities
concerned to arrest the attack-
ers, otherwise they would lay
siege to the deputy commis-
sioner's office tomorrow:.

In Laxmipur, 30 people
were wounded in a post

polls clash between the
supporters of two member
candidates in Sadar upazila
on Saturday night, reports
UNB.

In Mymensingh, at least
15 people were hurt when
the followers of two chair-
man candidates got locked
in a clash over the UP polls
at Laxmikura Bazar of
Haluaghat upazila on
Saturday night.

On information, police
went to the spot and
arrested three people for
their alleged involvement in
the clash.

AL chairman candidate
in Goaltola UP and his men
allegedly vandalised an
election camp of BNP's
chairman candidate at
Goatola Bazar of Dhobaura
upazila yesterday. The
union will go to the polls on
June 4,

Meanwhile, a case was
filed against 44 named and
unnamed people in a case
filed with Dewanganj Police
Station in Jamalpur in con-
nection with polls-related
violence in Bahadurabad on
Saturday night. Four people
were killed in the district on
Saturday.

In Feni, police recovered
160 crude bombs from
Ramchandrapur village of
Sonagazi upazila and

arrested a man in this con-
nection.

Election to Motiganj
union is scheduled to be
held on June 4.

(Correspondents from
Pabna, Cox's Bazar,
Mymensingh and Feni contrib-
uted to the report.)

Zia's death

FROM PAGE 16

On this day in 1981, Zia was
assassinated by a group of
disgruntled army officers at
Chittagong Circuit House.

Born on January 19, 1936,
at Bagbari of Bogra, Zia was a
sector commander during the
Liberation War.

He was awarded Bir
Uttam, the highest gallantry
award for a living officer for
his wartime services.

According to a BNP press
release, the party flag will be
hoisted at half-mast at the
BNP central office in Naya
Paltan and all other party
offices across the country
today.

Leaders and activists of
the BNP, including
Khaleda, will offer special
prayers and place wreaths
at the grave of Zia at Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar in the capital
this morning,.

Khaleda will also distrib-
ute food among the poor at
different spots in the capital.
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47 sued over
snatching
ballot papers,
attack on cops

UNB, Laxmipur

A case was filed against 47
people, including an Awami
League (AL) rebel candidate,
on charges of snatching
ballot papers and attacking
law enforcers during voting
at Ajifa High School centre in
Sadarupazila on Saturday.

Sub-inspector Golam
Hakkani of the Detective
Branch (DB) of police filed
the case with Sadar Police
Station the same day.

AL rebel candidate Nizam
Uddin Munna, picked up by
law enforcers from the cen-
tre, was later shown arrested
on the same charges.

Assistant Superintendent
of Police Nasim Miah said
police filed the case, accus-
ing seven named and 40
unnamed people.

Mother takes
own life
after killing
daughter

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Drinajpur

A woman committed suicide
after killing her four-year-old
daughter in Parbatipur
upazila of Dinajpur district on
Saturday evening, police said.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Lily Begum, 25, wife
of Md Likhan, and their
daughter Monalisa, of
Kapashikopa village under
the upazila.

Police said the mother
strangled her daughter first,
and then hanged herself
from the ceiling of her bed-
room around 6:00pm.

On information, police
recovered their bodies at
around 8:00pm and sent
them to Dinajpur Medical
College Hospital for autopsy:.

Mahmudul Alam, officer-
in-charge (of Parbatipur Police
Station, said the woman's
husband suffered from a seri-
ous kidney disease. The
woman may have killed herself
outof desperation, he added.

Two held
with Yaba

OUuR CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

Members of Armed Police
Battalion arrested two
youths and seized 290 Yaba
tablets from their posses-
sion in Islampur upazila of
Jamalpur district early yes-
terday. The arrestees are Md
Sujon Miah, 25, and Sohel
Rana, 25.

Sundarbans robber gang
'Master Bahini' surrenders

UINB, Bagerhat

In the wake of escalating
crackdown by the law
enforcement agencies, infa-
mous forest robber gang
'Master Bahini,' based in the
Sundarbans, surrendered to
Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab) early yesterday.

The gang leader, Mostafa
Sheikh alias Kader Master,
along with seven other
robbers, surrendered to the
Rab-8 in Charputia area of
Mongla upazila.

They also submitted 51
firearms and 5,000 bullets,
Rab sources said.

The seven other robbers
are Mohammad Sultan
Khan, 58, Mohammad

Sohag Akon, 37,
Mohammad Fazlu Sheikh,
35, Mohammad Solaiman
Sheikh, 28, Mohammad
Shahin Sheikh, 28, and
Mohammad Sumon Sarkar,
34,

Sources said Mostafa,
who hails from Rampal
upazila of Bagerhat district,
formed the 'Master Bahini'
several years ago.

They used to rob fisher-
men, golpata and wood
cutters and honey collec-
tors. They also abducted
fishermen from trawlers for
ransom in the Sundarbans.

Lieutenant Colonel Md
Faridul Alam of Rab-8 said it
has become very tough to

commit robbery in the
Sundarbans as Rab has
increased its drives.

Hours after the surrender,
the elite force with the gang
members launched a drive
in the forest.

Meanwhile, a formal
programme marking the
robber gang's surrender in
presence of Home
Minister Asaduzzaman
Khan Kamal and Rab
Director General Benazir
Ahmed, scheduled to be
held in Mongla yesterday,
was postponed on account
of inclement weather,
sources said.

Fresh schedule of the
programme will be
announced later.

PHOTO: STAR

Like several others in the area, a house lies damaged at Pashchim Faridpur village in
Hosenpur union of Palashbari upazila under Gaibandha district as a section of people
engaged in an orgy of violence following Saturday's union parishad elections.

Filling station manager
shot, robbed of Tk 10 lakh

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Thenidah

Muggers shot the manager
of a filling station in
Jhenidah town yesterday
and took away Tk 10.08 lakh
from him.

The vwictim 135
Hasanuzzaman Faruk, 55,
manager of Rezaul Islam
Filling Station, and son of
Shahidul Islam of Hamdah
village under the municipal-
ity. He is undergoing treat-

ment at Jhenidah Sadar
Hospital.

The incident occurred
when manager Faruk was
entering the Pubali Bank
Paira Chattar branch at
around 10:20am. Faruk said
four people on two motor-
bikes arrived in front of the
bank and fired at him.

Bank manager
Mohammad Hasanur
Zaman said the incident
took place near the stairs
where there is no CCTV.

Besides, the guard cannot
see the place from where he
sits, he added.

Hassan Hafizur Rahman,
officer-in-charge of
Jhenidah Police Station,
said the muggers shot Faruk
thrice from behind and
snatched Tk 10.08 lakh and
a cheque for Tk 4.50 lakh
from him.

Law enforcers are investi-
gating the matter and trying
to arrest the gang members,
the OC added.
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