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US halts cluster bomb
sales to Saudis: report

AFP, Washington

The Obama administration has moved to block sales of
cluster bombs to Saudi Arabia for use in Yemen, amid
reports of mounting civilian casualties there, a US media

report said Saturday.

The report in the journal Foreign Policy, citing US offi-
cials, said that the White House had quietly placed a hold
on the transfer of such munitions to the Sunni kingdom as it
carries out a bloody war on Shia rebels in Yemen,

A Saudi-led coalition has been fighting the Iranian-
backed Huthis since March 2015, trying to roll back their

control of wide swaths of Yemen.

Asked by AFP for comment, an administration official
said that "we are aware of reports that the Saudi-led coali-
tion used cluster munitions in the armed conflict in Yemen,
including in areas in which civilians are alleged to have

been present.”

"We take such concerns seriously and are seeking addi-

tional information, " the official added.

Foreign Policy said it was the first concrete display of
unease by US officials over bombings that human rights
activists say have killed and injured hundreds of civilians,

including children.

The US antiwar group CodePink yesterday applauded the
administration decision, and called on President Barack
Obama to suspend all arms transfers to the kingdom.

Cluster bombs are designed to kill enemy personnel and

destroy vehicles or runways.

But because they disperse scores of tiny bomblets over a
wide area, they pose a particular threat to civilians. They
were banned by an international treaty in 2008, but Russia
and the United States, both major suppliers, failed to sign it.
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A woman rescued at sea receives medical assistance as the Italian Navy ship "Vega" arrives with more than 600 migrants and refugees yester-
day in the port of Reggio Calabria, southern Italy. A week of shipwrecks and death in the Mediterranean culminated yesterday with harrowing
testimony from migrant survivors who said another 500 people including 40 children had drowned, bringing the number of feared dead to 700.

'Nuke-armed Pakistan can
target Delhi in 5 minutes'

P11, Islamabad

Nuclear-armed Pakistan has the ability to

"target” the Indian capital Delhi in five
minutes, the father of Pakistan's nuclear
programme Dr Abdul Qadeer Khan has
said.

Addressing a gathering here on the 18th
anniversary of Pakistan's first nuclear tests,
which were carried out under his

supervision in 1998, Khan said .

Pakistan could have become a
nuclear power as early as 1984 but
the then President General Zia ul
Haq "opposed the move".

The 80-year-old nuclear physi-
cist said General Zia, who was
Pakistan's President from 1978 to
1988, opposed the nuclear testing
as he believed that the world would inter-
vene militarily,

Further, it would have also curtailed
international aid Pakistan was receiving due
to the ongoing Soviet occupation of
Afghanistan.

"We were able and we had a plan to
launch nuclear test in 1984. But President
General Zia ul Haq had opposed the move,"
Khan said on Saturday.

Khan also said that Pakistan has the
ability to "target” Delhi from Kahuta near

Abdul Qadee

Rawalpindi in five minutes. Kahuta is the
home to the Kahuta Research
Laboratories (KRL), Pakistan's key ura-
nium enrichment facility, linked to the
atomic bomb project.

Khan was disgraced in 2004 when he
was forced to accept responsibility for
nuclear technology proliferation and was
forced to live a life of official house arrest.
In 2009, the Islamabad high
court declared Khan to be a free
citizen of Pakistan, allowing him
free movement inside the coun-
try.

He regretted the treatment and
said Pakistan would never have
achieved the feat of becoming first
Muslim nuclear country without
his "services".

"Without my services Pakistan would
never have been the first Muslim nuclear
nation. We were able to achieve the capabil-
ity under very tough circumstances, but we
did it," said Khan.

Referring to the treatment meted out to
him during Gen Pervez Musharraf's era,
Khan said nuclear scientists in the country
have not been given the respect that they
deserve. "We are facing the worst against our
services to the country's nuclear
programme,” he added.
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WAR ON IS IN IRAQ AND SYRIA

Fallujah assault in 'hours'

Says top official as Kurds launch offensive east of Mosul

AFP, Baghdad

Elite Iraqi troops were yesterday poised to assault one of the
Islamic State group's most emblematic bastions, Fallujah, as the
jihadists counterattacked in both Irag and neighbouring Syria.

The fighting prompted a new exodus of thousands of
desperate civilians and deep concern for the many more
trapped in the battlegrounds.

The overall commander of
the Fallujah operation,
Abdelwahab al-Saadi, said
Saturday it was a matter of hours
before the Counter-Terrorism
Service (CTS) entered the city.

The week-old operation has
so far focused on retaking
villages and rural areas around
Fallujah, which lies just 50
kilometres west of Baghdad.

"I won't tell you hours but
the breach of Fallujah will happen very soon," Hadi al-Ameri,
a senior commander in the Hashed al-Shaabi paramilitary
force, told Iraqi television.

CTS's involvement will mark the start of a phase of urban
combat in a city where US forces in 2004 fought some of
their toughest battles since the Vietnam War.

The jihadists were also under pressure from Kurdish
fighters east of their northern Iraqi stronghold Mosul and

from US-backed Kurdish-led fighters in Syria.

Iraq's autonomous Kurdish region yesterday announced
the launch of a pre-dawn offensive involving 5,500
peshmerga fighters to retake an area on the road between its
capital Arbil and Mosul.

In Syria, Kurdish rebels from the People's Protection Units
(YPG) allied to Arab fighters and backed both on the ground
and in the air by the US-led
coalition, were targeting Raqa,
[§'s de-facto Syrian capital.

IS countered in both coun-
tries where they declared their
"caliphate” in 2014, attacking
non-jihadist rebels in Syria as
well as the Iraqgi town of Heet,
which the army recaptured just
last month.

In northern Syria, the jihadists
have launched an offensive
against the towns of Marea and
Azaz that threatens to overrun the last swathe of territory in the
east of Aleppo province held by non-jihadist rebels.

As the fighting raged on multiple fronts, civilians were
once again bearing the brunt of the conflict.

At least 29 civilians have been killed since IS began the
assault in Aleppo province early on Friday, the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights said. More than 6,000 civil-
ians fled into the countryside, it said.
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France's President Francois Hollande (L) and German Chancellor Angela Merkel (R) attend a remembrance cere-
mony to mark the centenary of the battle of Verdun, in Verdun, yesterday. The battle of Verdun, in 1916, was one of
the bloodiest episodes of World War 1. The offensive which lasted 300 days claimed more than 300,000 lives.

Netaji never labelled as a war
criminal: Indian PMO files

TNN, Kolkata

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was never
labelled a war criminal by the British,
reveals classified PMO documents on the
revolutionary released on Friday.

The final set of 24 classified files included a
correspondence between the Permanent
Mission of India in New York and the
external affairs ministryin 1999. k

It reveals that the UN's Central |
Registry of War Criminals and |
Security Suspects (CROWCASS) had
no reference to Netaji, setting to rest
speculations that Bose figured on the
list, which possibly made him wary
of returningto India post-1945.

The letter dated April 6, 1999 is
a part of file number 915/11/C/2/2000-PO1
and clearly mentions that the CROWCASS
lists do not contain any reference to Netaji.

The disclosure buries for good the 'war
criminal’ controversy, says Netaji researcher
and author Anuj Dhar. "A lot of time and
energy have been wasted on the issue.

Thankfully, it has now been put to rest.
Netaji was never tagged a war criminal and
his actions were never influenced by the fact
that he could be persecuted due to the
label," said Dhar.

He added that it was an American jour-
nalist who had first mentioned the possibil-
ity of Netaji being branded a war criminal by
the British in 1945. "The
CROWCASS is an exhaustive list of
war criminals and suspects from
around the world that had been
prepared at the end of the Second
World War. If Netaji's name does-
n't figure in it, then obviously the
British didn't tag him."

Netaji's grandnephew Chandra
Bose said the disclosure would
help to take the probe forward.

"However, | refuse to accept this is the
final set of files. These could be the last set
that the PMO had handed over to the
National Archives. We are still at the initial
stages of solving the Netaji disappearance
mystery,” Chandra Bose added.

Elderly home
fire kills 17

in Ukraine
AFP, Litochky

Seventeen people died
when an unlicenced home
for elderly people outside
the Ukrainian capital Kiev
caught fire in the early
hours of yesterday.

The fire tore through the
two-storey building for the
elderly in the village of
Litochky, located some 50
kilometres north of Kiev,

Citing preliminary infor-
mation, emergency service
said that 35 people were at
the home when the fire
broke out. Eighteen people
have been rescued and five
of them have been hospita-
lised, said the service.

In post-Soviet countries
such as Ukraine and Russia
outdated infrastructure is
still in widespread use
amid an often lax approach
to fire safety.

DEADLY DRONE ATTACK IN PAKISTAN

Brother of slain Taliban
chief's driver sues US

AFP, Queita

The brother of a man who was killed along-
side the Taliban's slain chief Mullah Akthar
Mansour in an American drone strike in
southwest Pakistan is pressing murder and
terrorism charges against US officials, police
said yesterday.

Mansour was travelling by car near the
town of Ahmad Wal on May 21 when he was
killed, a major blow to the Islamist group
that has been waging a guerilla war in
Afghanistan since being toppled from
powerin 2001.

LIS officials described the car's driver as a
"second male combatant" but according to
Pakistani security officials he was a chauf-
feur named Mohammad Azam who worked
for the Al Habib rental company based out
of Quetta, the region's main city.

His brother, Mohammad Qasim, said
Azam was an innocent man who was pro-
viding for his four children and had been

murdered.

"US officials whose name 1 do not know
accepted responsibility in the media for this
incident, so [ want justice and request legal
action against those responsible for it,"
QQasim said in a police report dated May 25,
a copy of which was seen by AFP,

"My brother was innocent, he was very
poor and he has left behind four small chil-
dren. He was the lone breadwinner in the
family," he added.

"My aim is to prove the innocence of my
brother as he is being portrayed as a mili-
tant, but he was just a driver,” Qasim told
AFP on the telephone.

Local police and administration officials
on Sunday confirmed charges had been
filed, but declined to comment on what
steps authorities would take to pursue the
case, if any.

Meanwhile a spokesman from Pakistan's
Interior Ministry Sunday confirmed
Mansour's killing following a DNA match
with one of his relatives who had come from
Afghanistan to take the body.

INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

A group of children in who climb
2,500 feet (762 metres) up a mountain
to get to school in China may finally be
given stairs.

The 15 schoolchildren use a precari-
ous bamboo ladder to scale a sheer clitf
face once every two weeks in order to
get to the village in Zhaojue county,
southwest China, where they are edu-
cated.

The ladder is currently the only
means of access to the village and is used
by 72 families who live in the rural area.

Images of the 6-15 year-olds climb-

ing the ladder appeared online in
recent days, prompting the local
Liangshan prefectural government to
announce plans for a set of steel stairs
to be built to help the children until a
safer, long-term solution can be found.

The residents are members of the Yi
minority group in Sichuan province
and subsist mainly by farming pota-
toes, walnuts and chili peppers.

A team of 50 officials from the
Zhaojue country government travelled
to the area on Wednesday after images
of the children climbing the 17 separate
ladders gained global media attention.
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SouthYemenclashes
kill 45: military

AFP, Aden

Fierce fighting between
government forces and Shiite
rebels in south Yemen yester-
day claimed the lives of 25
insurgents and 20 soldiers, a
military official said. More
than 6,400 people have been
killed in Yemen since the
coalition began a campaign
in March 2015 against the
rebels who had occupied the
capital and advanced on
Hadi's refuge in the south,
forcing him to flee to Riyadh.

Nepalese runnerwins
highest marathon

AFP, Kathmandu

Gasping for breath and clad in
trekking boots, more than
150 local and foreign runners
took part yesterday in the
world's highest marathon in
the snow-covered foothills of
Mount Everest. The annual
Tenzing-Hillary Everest
Marathon, which began in
2003, is meant to mark the
anniversary of the first sum-
mit of the peak by Tenzing
Norgay and Edmund Hillary
on May 29, 1953.

Five Ukrainiansoldiers

killedin separatist east
AFP, Kiev

Five Ukrainian soldiers and
two rebel fighters have
been killed in fresh clashes
between government forces
and pro-Russian separatists
in the country's east, the
military said yesterday. It
was the second biggest
death toll in a single day
this year for the army after
the military reported on
Tuesday that seven govern-
ment troops had died in the

Indiaarrest 5 over
attackson African

AFP, New Delhi

Police yesterday said they
arrested five Indians accused
of assaulting Africans in
New Delhi, after African
diplomats urged the Indian
government to ensure the
safety of their nationals
living in the country. Delhi
police said altercations
and scuffles took place on
Thursday night after locals
became offended by
Africans playing loud
music and drinking alcohol
in the street.

Turkey PM wins
confidence vote

AFP, Ankara

Turkey's new government led
by a staunch ally of President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan easily
passed a confidence vote in
the country's parliament
yvesterday, the speaker
announced after the vote,
Binali Yildirim, who replaced
Ahmet Davutoglu as prime
minister last week, was
backed by 315 parliamentari-
ans while 138 voted against.

Good news
for China
mountain
climbing
school kids

The Global Times reported that
government officials were in the pro-
cess of assessing safer alternatives to
the ladder, including potential con-
struction of a road to connect the vil-
lage, despite being disproportionately
expensive for the impoverished region.

Many of China's poorest inhabit-
ants are from long-marginalized
minority groups or are farmers and
herders living in the mountainous
southwest, where rope bridges, aerial
runways, canoes and cliff-side ladders
are often used to as a means of trans-
port connection.



