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OPINION

BRIG GEH MD ABDUL HMGM Az:[z [REI'D]
S 1he LIN prepates to celehrate the
International Day of United Nations

A Peacekeepers on May 29 this year,
Bangladesh will be completing more than two
decades of experience in peacekeeping. This
day pays tribute to all the men and women
who have served and continue to serve in UN
peacekeeping operations, expressing gratitude
for their professionalism, dedication and
courage for the cause of peace. It is also the day
to honour and remember the heroes who lost
their lives in their attempts to establish peace.

May 29 marks the anniversary of the UN
peacekeeping mission which began in 1948
with the creation of the United Nations Truce
Supervision that was formed with the goal to
monitor the ceasefire after the 1948 Arab
Israel War, Till April 2016, 3,400 military,
police and civilian personnel have lost their
lives in the service of peace as a result of acts
of violence, accidents and disease. The
average rate of fallen soldiers per year is 50,
indicating that on average around four
peacekeepers lose their lives every month.

Bangladesh started its peacekeeping mission
journey by sending 25 brilliant officers to the
Iran Iraq Military Observer Group (UNIIMOG)
in 1988. General Hossain Muhammad Ershad,
the then president of Bangladesh, took the
initiative of selecting the best army officers of
Bangladesh to undertake the challenge. The
current CAS of the Bangladesh Army was one
of the members of the first peacekeeping
group. Their work got momentum with the
rotation of another group of officers led by
late Lieutenant Colonel Shabab Ashfaque,
who was able to draw the attention of key
policymakers of the United Nations Iran-Iraq
Military Observer Group (UNIIMOG) and the
Iragi Liaison Headquarters. With time
Colonel Shabab proved to be indispensible
and became a highly regarded officer by the
Chief Military Observer (CMO). As a result,
Colonel Shahab would always be nominated
as the conducting officer during every high
ranking visit from the UN headquarters. This
allowed him the opportunity to closely
interact with the then Under-Secretary
General responsible for peacekeeping
operations, whom he convinced to give
Bangladesh the chance to participate in
peacekeeping missions at the top level. He
also managed to get consent from the liaison
headquarters of the host country, Iraq, a
prerequisite for the initiation of any kind of
peacekeeping operation.

As the tenure of the top leadership of the

SHAFIQ RAHMAN
T'S cliché to say that education is the back-
bone of a society, but sometimes it's imper-
ative that we remind ourselves of the value

of education, especially when teachers, the

main architects of education, come under
assault. The mistreatment of Shyamal Kanti

Bhakta, the headmaster of a Narayangonj

school, has brought national attention to how

our teachers are treated.

Shyamal Kanti Bhakta is not the only teacher
to be assaulted by power-hungry politicians and
fundamentalists. Media reports often surface
about the mistreatment of teachers, but usually
such stories do not get traction. Nonetheless
teachers, especially those in remote rural areas,
remain vulnerable to mistreatment. Teachers
are increasingly becoming the victims of reli-
giously motivated 'witch hunts'. According to
media reports, teachers in different parts of the
country have faced physical assault, intimida-
tion, and in some cases, lost their jobs because
of allegations of insulting religion.

The assault on Shyamal Kanti Bhakta was
vicious. It appears that some powerful politi-
cians employed a vile trick to teach him a les-
son as he was not complying with their unethi-
cal practices in running school affairs. They
accused him of blasphemy and incited the local
people. He was physically assaulted in the pres-
ence of a local Member of Parliament. He was
forced to squat holding his ears, which is con-
sidered an extremely humiliating punishment.
According to a media report, Mr. Bhakta estab-
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TWO DECADES OF PEACEKEEPING
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So far, 1,047 women peacekeepers have participated in UN missions.

then UNIIMOG came to an end, Bangladeshi
UNMOs came to know of the appointment of
another dynamic officer of the Bangladesh
Army, Brigadier General Shahedul Anam
Khan, who was chosen as the Chief Military
Observer to lead the entire multinational
UNIIMOG. The CMO's appointment was a
remarkable milestone for Bangladesh in the
peacekeeping sector, as it boosted the morale
of Bangladeshi officers and earned special
respect from UN military observers of other
countries. Veteran peacekeepers from
experienced peacekeeping nations also began
to count us as a professional group of
peacekeepers. This motivated Bangladeshi
UNMOs to go the extra mile to strengthen
their position in the UN peacekeeping
system. The new CMO worked day and night,
visited all the team sites in Iraq and Iran, and
quickly grasped the situation, driving the
UNIIMOG operation to new heights.
However, the mission could not continue for
long because of Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, and
ultimately, the UN had to suspend its
operation there for the time being. But the
impression that was created by these pioneers
under Brigadier Khan's leadership paved the

way for future UN peacekeeping observer
missions of Bangladesh.

The chance to prove the ability of
Bangladeshi soldiers came in 1992 with the
deployment of Minor Tigers in Cambodia. Lt
Col (later Brig Gen) Kamaluzzaman, the only
ranger from the Bangladesh Army, led the
battalion, before which he trained the
peacekeeping soldiers at the Rangpur
Garrison to prepare them for the first ever
peace mission at the battalion level. His
prudent Operations Officer, Major (later
Colonel) Ahmed Ullah Imam Khan, gave him
equal support to carry out the operations.
With no experience of mounting a
peacekeeping mission at the battalion level,
the unit faced tremendous challenges from
the very beginning, Nothing was streamlined,
everything was new and no one knew what
was to be done at that critical moment.
Troops were without pay and insufficient
logistics for months. Indiscriminate firing and
shelling at different Bangladeshi camp
locations by Khmer Rouge guerrillas was a
routine affair. One soldier was killed, and
Major (now Brigadier) Tamim sustained a
splinter injury to his stomach at the very
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outset of the operation. It was a real test of
patience, courage and leadership to perform
the UN mandated tasks in a war-like
situation overseas for the first time. Colonel
Kamal was a cool-headed leader, a man of
high esteem and a determined soldier, who
gave firm leadership to his battalion to pass
this test of time.

In addition to routine operation activities,
Colonel Kamal directed his second-in-
command Major Delwar (later Lt. Colonel
Delwar who died in the BDR carnage) to utilise
his vast experience of serving in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts to undertake
pacification programme which could
complement the unit's operation activities to
earn the confidence of the local population,
whose support was vital for establishing
lasting peace in Cambodia. The pacification
programme addressed many of the basic
needs, like health, hygiene, sanitation,
malnutrition, anti malarial precaution,
medical campaign, construction of small
culverts, refurbishing schools, family size
water filtration plant etc, of the poor
population. The Bangladesh Battalion

Breaking the Backbone

lished the school's image and had been teach-
ing for about two decades. He was heavily
invested in his mission of passing on knowl-
edge to next generations. But unfortunately,
rather than rewarding him for his noble work,
power-hungry politicians and officials humili-
ated him in public!

Not long ago, we saw another teacher,
Professor Rezaul Karim of Rajshahi University,
brutally murdered in broad daylight. He was
not only a dedicated teacher but also shared his
immense knowledge outside of the classroom
setting. He wanted to uplift the children of the
backwaters of the rural community he came
from. Teaching was not merely an occupation
for him. Unfortunately, his mission to educate
others cost him his life.

We must protect our teachers, nurture them,
and hold them in high esteem if we want our
economy to grow, if we want to protect our
environment, and sustain liveable communi-
ties. Without committed teachers, we will never
be able to educate people, which is a stated goal
of the global community. It's that simple.

UNESCO's 2013/14 Education for All
Monitoring Report highlights the progress
member countries made, identified obstacles
for achieving the goals, but most importantly,
reminds us the value of education by citing
empirical evidence. The report says that just one
year of school increases earnings by 10 percent
globally. Working adults with a primary educa-
tion were 20 percent less likely to be poor, the
report says. Girls' education has even more

transformative effects. According to the report,
an educated girl will increase her chance of
getting jobs, improve the health of her children,
and help her country stabilise population
growth. Analysing surveys from 56 countries,
the report says that for each additional year of a
mother's education, the average child attains an
extra (.32 years in school.

Bangladesh is making tremendous economic
growth and is poised to move to a middle-
income country. Undoubtedly, education will
be the primary driving force for the growth. The
UNESCO report says that a mere one-year
increase in the average educational attainment of a
country's population increases annual per capita
GDP growth from 2 percent to 2.5 percent.

Education not only results in economic
growth, but also helps materialise a better soci-
ety. The UNESCO report cites that education
lowers tolerance towards corruption and
ensures accountability. Most importantly, edu-
cation, as the report says, reduces the sense of
injustice, which in many cases fuel conflict and
social unrest. Education also helps societies
strengthen bonds among people - a key condi-
tion for building cohesive societies.

The UNESCO report underscores the need to
support teachers. "An education system is only
as good as its teachers,” the preamble of the
report says. You do not have to be a rocket
scientist to understand that quality education is
tied with quality teachers! But the UNESCO
report reiterates this point with empirical evi-
dence: the quality of education goes up when

teachers are supported!

The UNESCO report points to another
issue that has special relevance to what is
going on in Bangladesh now. The report
makes a strong case that teachers must
reflect the diverse student communities

they serve. Religious minorities are increas-

ingly coming under attack in the recent
spate of execution-style killings. The
unabated spree of killings is taking a toll
on people whose job entails speaking and
writing. Thus teachers, writers and pub-
lishers are increasingly feeling the pressure
to keep their thoughts and ideals within

themselves. Imagine a teacher withholding

his or her thoughts for fear of violent and
humiliating consequences! This is certainly

creating a chilling fear in teachers, especially

in those who are members of minority
religious communities. Its effects are bound
to be felt in the students they are entrusted
to teach.

More opportunities for acquiring
knowledge in a variety of fields have

UDOS 1O OUR SOLDIEKS

became a role model through their
pacification work, and their model is being
followed till date in almost every peacekeeping
mission to assist distressed and displaced
populations to return to normal life.

Since the deployment of UNMOs in Iraq,
and the deployment of the Bangladesh
Battalion in Cambodia, the country has never
looked back, as it became one of the first
choices by the UN for future peacekeeping
missions. At one time, Bangladesh was the
largest troops contributing nation to UN
peacekeeping operations. In spite of the
closure of a number of successful missions,
Bangladesh still contributes 7,200
peacekeepers for missions, which is testament
to the country's commitment to international
peace and solidarity.

But Bangladesh's journey in UN
peacekeeping missions was not without
difficulties and setbacks. As mentioned before,
we have lost many peacekeepers in these
missions. The tragedies of Benin, Congo,
Bosnia, Namibia, Ivory Coast, etc, remain
vivid memories. As of today, we have lost 128
peacekeepers, of which 27 were officers. They
were all distinguished officers and soldiers in
their respective fields. They never stepped
back from their call of duty. They sacrificed
their lives and upheld the flag of Bangladesh
in these foreign missions.

Our women soldiers are also not far behind.
They participate equally in peacekeeping
missions, alongside their male counterparts. So
far, 1,047 women peacekeepers have
participated in UN missions. Currently, 207
women members of the Armed Forces and
police have been deployed in several
countries. Our women police peacekeepers
have earned respect for Bangladesh,
establishing that they are equally competent
in such missions.

Though Bangladesh has a vast experience in
peacekeeping, the shifting trend of the
international order has affected the character of
peacekeeping operation. Modern peacekeeping
has become more demanding, vibrant and
involves risks. The dimension of threat has
multiplied to such an extent that
peacekeeping has become a serious concern
for the UN. Bangladesh needs to
continuously update itself with the changing
international trends, equip and train its
peacekeeping forces to face the diversified
challenges to maintain the hard earned image
it has achieved. That is how we can truly pay
tribute to our gallant peacekeepers.
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The writer served as an UN Military Observer in Irag and
led a Bangladesh Battalion in Ivory Coast as Contingent
Commander.

opened up due to tremendous develop-
ment in information technology. But this
does not diminish the value of a good
teacher one bit, especially at the primary
and secondary levels of education.
Teachers interact with students on a daily
basis, care for them, and help them learn.
There are some bad apples who breach
this trust, but most teachers create a safe
environment in schools where students
can play and learn. All of us can probably
remember at least one teacher who
inspired us.We should thank our teachers
and support them. In the wake of the
Narayanganj incident, the Education
Minister was the first among politicians to
stand with the teacher and took quick
administrative steps. The Narayanganj
incident has outraged the whole nation.
Now we need concrete actions to protect
and support our teachers. We should not let
anyone break the backbone of our nation.
The writer teaches media and communication at a
college in the US.
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AMIRI BARAKA

Poet novelist and activist

Luxury, then, is a way of
being ignorant, comfortably
An approach to the open market

of least information. Where theories

can thrive, under heavy tarpaulins

without being cracked by ideas.

CROSSWORD BY THOMAS JOSEPH
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ACROSS 44 Winter glider

1 Evaluate DOWN

5 Lateral, e.g. I Cash in

9 Music genre 2 Right away

10 Some hits 3 Race goal

12 Take on 4 1t loops the Loop

13 Michael Caine 5 Sacred song

role 6 Maximum amount [~

14 Military rank 7 Game quest R

16 Notre Dame's 8 Nautilus shape i

Parseghian 9 One of the Gabors 2 4*‘

17Yr end 11 Closes up i EE
18 Military rank 15 Get comfortable YESTERDAY'S ANSWER

20 Activist Bloomer with

22 Artist's medium 19 Charged atoms GIEITIS AICITIS -
23 Bold way to solve 21 Schreiber of E[QIUIU|S BIOJUIT|S
a crossword "Spotlight" CI|U|R|VIE O|P|R|A|H
25 Locale 24 Unseeing K[TINJlID|E|R[A[N[G]E
28 Mike and Cicely 2_;51‘11311 herring OINIEIPIAIRIT ElElL
32 Military rank 26 Wry

34 Old auto 27 Linked with EE LTS |IDIY]L
35 Eurasian deer 29 Florid A|lP|E TIS|A

36 Military rank 30 Not optional AMIPISmWIH| I |C|H

38 Flexible 31 Shoe parts ClUIR WIAIITITIOIUIT
conjunction 33 Field units

s pmaih RO ICHAIN
41 Owner's paper 39 Hoary

42 Fills up oLELLIT]IS S|LIEJE|K
43 Atlantic catches BS|T[E[T E|R|[R]S
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The only Bangladeshi university where all faculty members have foreign
Master’s or Doctorate degrees primarily from USA, Canada, UK and Australia

Department of English and Modern Languages
Summer 2016

Certificate in English Proficiency (CEP)

CEP is a certificate course for you if you are interested in improving your
general proficiency in English. The CEP program primarily focuses on
productive and receptive skills i.e speaking, writing, reading, and listening,

and then it makes some reference

to business and occupational English.

Special emphasis is given on enhancement of vocabulary and competence
in grammar. Certificates are awarded upon satisfactory completion of the

course.

Course Fee Tk. 7000 only

Course begins: 10 June, 2016

Duration of course: 3 months
Class days: Fridays

Class time: 09am-12pm (CEP)

CEP course is taught by highly qualified and experienced faculty members

North South University

For information, please

contact the Department of

English and Modern Languages

Level 09, R

oom: NAC 957

Tel: 88-02-55668200 Ext: 2021
Bashundhara, Dhaka-1229

E-mail: tanjia.azm

een@northsouth.edu

www.northsouth.edu



