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DISCUSSION ON BANGIADESH IN UK

More democratic
practices urged for
sustainable dev

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Panellists in the Oxford Union on Saturday at a discussion
on Bangladesh's “miraculous” economic and social devel-
opment and current challenges in democracy and human
rights lauded the hardworking people and called for more
democratic practices for sustainable development.

Women took their own decisions and became a social
powerhouse, they said, adding, “Kissinger dismissed
Bangladesh as a 'Basket Case”. It did not take long for the
Bangladeshi people to prove him wrong.”

Oxford Union in collaboration with Oxford University
Bangladesh Society (OUBS) hosted the event, “From a Basket
Case to a Development Role Model: The Story of Bangladesh”.

After a welcome note from OUBS President Abir Hasan,
Oxford Union President Robert Harris started the discussion
by asking questions to panellists Dr Kamal Hossain and Dr
Gowher Rizvi from Bangladesh and Prof Sir Paul Collier CBE
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and Prof Mthuli Ncube from the University of Oxford.

Prof Mthuli Ncube said many African countries which
are not rich in natural resources have a lot to learn from
Bangladesh to achieve their development goals.

Dr Gowher pointed out that despite all the challenges,
Bangladesh was moving forward though there were rooms

for improvement.

According to a series of tweets by the Oxford Union, the | =% 28,
Bangladesh panel said, “We are very aware of how vulnera-
ble we are to Global Warming. Lots of money has been
promised, but we have not seenit.”

Bangladesh High Commissioner to the UK Abdul

Hannan was present.
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The Chittagong City Corporation removed the concrete cover over this drainage outlet right underneath the busy road at Sagarika intersection
after an explosion, caused by trapped gas, blew off part of the slab on February 10. Though the breaking of the slab was done to check the
possibility of further explosions as an immediate precautionary measure, the authorities have not constructed a new cover since then,
seriously hampering vehicular movement in the area. The photo was taken yesterday.
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Biman suspends
two employees
over Saturday's

technical glitch
Probe body formed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg

Biman Bangladesh Airlines
(BBA) on Saturday sus-
pended two of its staff for

negligence in duty that
resulted in a technical
glitch forcing the BBA to
cancel its Muscat-bound
flight on that day at Shah
Amanat International
Airport in the port city.

They are ground han-
dling engineer Abdur Rouf
and pushcart driver Sona
Mia, said a senior official of
the airlines.

The flight that was sup-
posed to take off at 8:30am
on Saturday failed to fly
owing to the technical
fault, said Polash Kanti
Nath, assistant commis-
sioner (immigration).

Later, its passengers flew
to Muscat by another air-
craft at 2:25pm, said Biman
officials.

Biman Deputy Chief
(safety) Captain Enam, also
the chief of the probe com-
mittee formed to investi-
gate the incident, visited
the airport on Saturday.

The one-member com-
mittee has been asked to
submit its report soon after
investigation was coms-
pleted.

Delay in identifying
Tonu killers creates

doubts about justice
Says NHRC chief

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The delay in identifying the perpetrators
of the Sohagi Jahan Tonu murder has
created doubts in public mind whether
the real culprits will be brought to jus-
tice, the National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) Chairman
Mizanur Rahman said yesterday.

He said there was also apprehension
that the incident would be diverted oft
the track. The law enforcers time and again have given assur-
ances that they are close to identifying the perpetrators but
those have so far proved hollow, Prof Mizanur told journalists
after inauguration of an international conference on "Human
Rights and Criminal Justice Delivery System in Bangladesh”,
organised by NHRC at a hotel in the capital.

Tonu, a history student of Comilla Victoria Government
College, was found killed in Comilla cantonment area on
March 20.

The NHRC boss said the deterioration in law and order
situations and the sense of insecurity in public mind gave rise
to threats to human rights. If the offenders are not brought to
justice in the fastest possible time, it would make the human
rights situation critical, he added. He said examples like this
were tarnishing the image of the country's criminal justice
system. The criminal justice system in Bangladesh is grossly
flawed, he said, and justice delivery is being hampered for
this. The NHRC chief said the poor in particular were being
denied justice; as a result, the public trust in the judicial sys-
tem was waning to zero. "The criminal justice system cannot
be class-dependent; it has to be equal forall.”

If any victim of rights violation goes to the police station to
file an FIR or even a general diary, he or she is turned down, said
Prof Mizanur, adding that the right to file an FIR or GD was not
ensured at police stations. "Then whom the general public
would turn to?" Over the past half a decade of NHRC, it received
innumerable complaints of rights violations against people
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JESSORE WAR CRIMES
Tribunal records
testimonies of
two PWs

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The International Crimes
Tribunal-1 yesterday
recorded testimonies of
two prosecution witnesses
in a case filed against nine
Jessore men, including
former Jamaat-e-Islami and
BNP lawyer Shakhawat
Hossain for allegedly com-
mitting crimes during the
1971 Liberation War.

Rabiul Anam Khan, an
employee of Press Institute
of Bangladesh, and Anisur
Rahman, a librarian of
tribunal's investigation
agency, gave testimonies as
the 14th and 15th prosecu-
tion witnesses in the case.

The two witnesses exhib-
ited several documents,
which the investigation
officer collected and the
prosecution submitted
those to the tribunal as their
evidence. As the defence
counsels completed their
cross-examination, the
tribunal adjourned the case
proceeding until May 30
when it will record the
testimony of the investiga-
tion officer of the case.
Others accused are: Billal
Hossain Biswas, Ibrahim
Hossain, Sheikh Md Mujibur
Rahman, Kazi Ohidul Islam,
Aziz Sardar, Aziz Sardar (2),
Lutfar Morol and Abdul
Khaleq Morol.

i

Teachers of computer and ICT, as part of an indefinite strike, in a sit-in before the
capital's Jatiya Press Club yesterday, demanding that the authorities concerned

include them in monthly pay order (MPO) facility.
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Reduced bus
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yesterday charged the previ-
ous fares.

The association came up
with the claim after moni-
toring bus fares on 55
routes in Dhaka and
Chittagong divisions yester-
day.

Talking to The Daily
Star, Shyamoli Paribahan
Managing Director Romesh
Chandra Ghosh said, “We
have not got the revised
fare chart from the govern-
ment.”

Road Transport and
Bridges Minister Obaidul
Quader will visit Gabtoli
bus terminal today to moni-
tor the situation.

Bus fare in Dhaka and
Chittagong metropolis will
remain unchanged as
almost all the buses in the
two cities are run by CNG.

Remove all
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assumed the office, he was

trying to keep the city clean
and liveable and political
leaders helped him in this
initiative.

But in recent times, he
noticed numerous political
banners, posters and fes-
toons were indiscrimi-
nately hung, tarnishing
beauty of the city, he
added.

There is a guideline of
DNCC, and everybody will
have to comply with it
while setting up such ban-
ners and festoons, said the
Mayor.

Anisul sought help from
the political leaders to
make the city environmen-
tally conducive for living.

Sector commanders want
trial of 195 Pakistanis

down diplomatic relationships with
[slamabad following the "audacity” Pakistan
showed regarding the ongoing war crimes trial.
If Pakistan continues interfering in
Bangladesh's affairs, the country should severe
diplomatic ties with Pakistan, they added.

After liberation, Bangladesh collected spe-
cific evidence of genocide against at least 195
Pakistani army personnel, who were in Indian
custody as prisoners of war (POWSs). After a
long-drawn negotiation, a tripartite agreement
was signed in Delhi in April 1974, and as per
the agreement, Pakistan took back the POWs.

However, legal experts say there is no
legal bar to try the 195 Pakistanis and there
has also been a longstanding demand to try
them at the ICT, which is now trying their
local collaborators.

In January this year, the Investigation
Agency of the International Crimes Tribunal
has formed a special committee to gather
information about the POWs who were
allegedly involved in war crimes in
Bangladesh during the 1971 Liberation War.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Sector Commanders Forum (SCF)-
Muktijuddho '71 yesterday demanded start
of the trial proceeding of "195 identified
Pakistani war criminals” along with the
local collaborators, who are now facing trial
at International Crimes Tribunal (ICT).

It also urged the government to put effec-
tive international pressure on Pakistan so
that the country returns due share of assets
Bangladesh deserved from Pakistan.

The forum came up with the demand just
four days after the Pakistan national parlia-
ment passed a resolution to express serious
concerns over the execution of Jamaat-e-
[slami chief Motiur Rahman Nizami.

In a statement, forum's Chairman Maj Gen
(retd) KM Safiullah Bir Uttam, Vice-chairman
Lt Col (retd) Abu Osman Chowdhury and
Secretary General Haroon Habib condemned
Pakistan's repeated attempts to interfere in
Bangladesh's internal affairs.

They also urged the government to scale

DEATH IN SEPTIC TANK
Why family
should not be

compensated
HC asks govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday
issued a rule asking the
government to explain in
four weeks as to why it
should not be directed to
give Tk 20 lakh in compen-
sation to the family mem-
bers of a three-year-old girl
who died after falling into a
septic tank in Chandpur.

Asma Akhtar Pakhi,
daughter of Alamgir
Howlader of Horinaghaat
union in Chandpur, report-
edly died after falling into
an uncared septic tank of
Bangladesh Inland Water
Transport Authority
(BIWTA) on February 23
this year.

Yesterday, the HC issued
the rule after hearing a writ
petition filed by rights
organisation Children's
Charity Bangladesh
Foundation (CCBF) seeking
necessary order upon the
government to compensate
the victim's family.

In the rule, the court also
asked the officials con-
cerned of the government to
explain as to why their inac-
tion, failure and negligence
in keeping the septic tank
protected should not be
declared illegal.

The HC bench of Justice
Moyeenul Islam
Chowdhury and Justice Md
Igbal Kabir also directed the
BIWTA authorities to sub-
mit a list of the uncared and
unprotected septic tanks,
tubewells and manholes
under its jurisdiction across
the country before the court
by October 30.

The court fixed October
30 for hearing on the rule,
petitioner's counsel Abdul
Halim told The Daily Star.

Home secretary, shipping
secretary, chairman of
BIWTA, its deputy director
(port), superintendent of
police of Chandpur and
officer-in-charge of
Chandpur Police Station
have been made respon-
dents to the rule, he added.
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