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The Spirit of Fearless

Speaking

| really liked the article titled “The
Spirit of Fearless Speaking” published
in the Star Weekend on May 6, 2016.
| felt very delighted to know that
Podium will expand their activities to

schools and colleges too. Really,

Podium is a very necessary initiative
not only for the university students but

also for the school and college

students. | really agreed with Md
Raihan that one of the keys to success
is to be a confident orator. | would
like to thank him on behalf of all
students in my institution for building
such a platform, where students can
hone their public speaking skills. |
hope, if students grab this chance it
will prove very helpful for their future

career.
Enam Hasan
Mdaninagar, Naryangani

Ladies-in-
Reigning

While | was reading the article
by Naziba Basher, titled Ladies
in Reigning (published on May
6, 2016) | felt a wave of envy in
my mind towards those four
girls as they got a great
opportunity to be shadow
ambassador for the embassies
of four great countries.
Immediately | felt happiness
that in our country there are
such girls who are able to be
shadow ambassadors of such
great countries. | think at
present, in Bangladesh, women
are achieving more and more
in educational sectors. It's a

In the sweetness of friendship let th

sharing of pleasures. For in the dew of little things the

heart finds its morning and is refreshed. — Kahlil Gibran
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noticeable change. | hope that
day is not so far when there
won't be any kind of
discrepancy between men and
women in the country. Women
will be admirable in all aspects
of life. They will get their rights
at home and out. Thanks to
Naziba Basher for writing about
the four girls and their
experiences in the Star
Weekend. | also would like to
thank those persons who
designed The Shadow
Ambassador initiative and
expect that this kind of
initiatives will be taken again
and again.

Fareed Uddin
Keraniganj, Dhaka

SAPSHO

Stop Genocide
at Aleppo

Syrian city Aleppo came
under heavy bombardment
and missile attack by the
government force to quash
the opposition forces.
Consequently, a weeklong
new wave of conflict claimed
250 people lives most of
whom are civilians, women
and children. In the wake of
recent incident, USA and
Russia tried to enforce a
truce but they failed to
ensure it and peace never
came in war torn Aleppo.
Due to month long
aggression, humanitarian
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crisis has become evident
there. The Bashar Al Assad
government's inconsiderate
and destructive moves have
been criticized severely.
Since the Arab spring,
hundred and thousand lives
have been lost due to the
subsequent conflict but
peace still remains a far cry
in Syria. Unbending attitudes
from both government and
opposition sites has made the
situation volatile. In order to
bring peaceful situation in
Aleppo, the international
community must reach a
consensus to stop this
genocide of our time.

Md Zonaed Emran
Rampura, Dhaka

| HUMAN RIGHTS |

five minute walk on the streets

will roll out the situation for you

on a red carpet- glaring at your
face, wanting your full attention, terrifying
you a little bit. Child labour is not only
horrifyingly prevalent in our society, it is
growing, and that is something we should
be very, very afraid of. In that five minute
walk, you will see children aged from 5/6
all the way to their teen years, carrying
heavy equipment, sharp tools, fixing cars,
and then some. Even the children who run
from street to street, selling flowers and
balloons are putting their lives at risk
every day. When one of them dies,
whether during the time they are handling
the risks of their jobs, or whether they are
murdered in broad daylight by their
employer, who is it that we go to for
answers?

“It is illegal for factories and other
industries to hire children under 18, but
even after implementing this law, we see
very little improvement in the situation”
says Syed Sultanuddin Ahmed, Assistant
Executive Director, Bangladesh Institute of
Labour Studies. According to a UNICEF
report, in 2006, Bangladesh passed a
Labour Law setting the minimum legal age
for employment as 14. Nevertheless, it has
been proven time and again that the
enforcement of such labour laws is almost
impossible in Bangladesh, because 93
percent of child labourers are employed in
the informal sector such as small factories
and workshops, on the street to sell relics
or work for employers who force them to
beg, in home-based businesses, and/or
domestic employment.

Even though there is strong frequency
of child labour in the country, there has
been an increase in legislation that are
against child labour. Bangladesh has
ratified both the Minimum Age
Convention of the International Labour
Organization (ILO), and the ILO Worst
Forms of Child Labour Convention. In
addition, the country also ratified the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child.

“At the end of the day, the Government
and the society are the ones who are
responsible for the treatment of children
in the country,” says Syed Sultanuddin.

Despite all these measures taken, we
can see very clearly that if not in one
specific way, the children are being
victims of terrifying incidents everyday.
One remembers the death of Rakib
Howlader, an employee in a repair shop
on the streets of Tutparha Kabakhana, and
how he was murdered by his employer
and co-workers, who inserted a high-
pressure air pump nozzle into his rectum
and filled the body with air at a
motorcycle repair shop. In a society where
a child's life has so little respect from the
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adult-society, the prevalence of child
labour makes the scenario even scarier for
the children of our country.

According to a UNICEF report on Child
Labour in Bangladesh, because of our
social norms, and economic realities,
child labour is widely accepted, and very
common in Bangladesh. Many families
rely on their children, no matter how old,
to generate income for sustainability, so
child labour is often of high value. In
addition to that, employers, more often
than not, prefer hiring children over
qualified adults because they are cheaper
and considered to be more compliant and
obedient. “We have a body to inspect
situations of child labour going to the
extreme. It is for the Labour Inspection
Department, and also the Social Welfare
department to keep check on factories
and other industries that are hiring
children. There are children, whether
above 14 or not, who are risking their
lives everyday. These bodies must come
forward and make regular visits to these
factories and ensure safety to every
employed child,” says Syed Sultanuddin.

“Additionally, the families sending their
children to work at such a young age, and
also the employers of these children
should be held accountable. There are
many schools in different upazilas for
impoverished children to attend, but they
also need skill development centres for
future work, and also an alternate mean of
income for the family. Charity and
spreading awareness help very little, as we
can see. Any family willing to send their
child to work must speak to the
concerned authorities, who will then
ensure safety for the child,” he says.

When children are forced to work, they
are often denied their rights to education
and/or play, which are vital for a child's
growth- both physically and mentally.
Along with that,

many of the jobs that the children in
Bangladesh perform are considered
“hazardous”, and put their physical and
mental development at even greater risk.
The UN Committee on the Rights of the
Child expressed concern in 2009 that
many Bangladeshi children continue to
work in five of the worst forms of child
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SAVE OUR CHILDREN
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labour-- welding, auto workshops, road
transport, battery recharging and tobacco
factories. Additionally, we have child
labour forces in brick kilns, tannery
factories and more. The Committee also
raised concerns about the lack of
mechanisms to enforce child labour laws
or monitor working conditions, and
insufficient public awareness about the
negative effects of child labour, states the
UNICEF report. Even though we have
many rehabilitation centres for
impoverished, orphaned, and/or working
children, like the Shishu Unnayan Kendra,
set up by the Department of Social
Welfare, the rates of children as labours
are ever-increasing, and the risk that they
are implementing on their lives is also
Increasing.

With concern pouring in, The Star
Weekend begins a series, where we will
explore the different industries that are
hiring children, what kind of risks they
face, and the overall situation of the
employers and employees, while we
discuss with experts on how to make a
Bangladesh that is safe for all its children.m
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