For daily updates, car spotting and more
on the local automotive scene, visit our
Facebook page, facebook.com/thedailystar.shift

When you are a grip fanatic, you would probably
want something that peels the skin off your skull
when you dab the throttle. Md Noor Alam Ovi
has not only loved cars all his life, but he also
enjoys driving them around as they are meant to
be driven. Unlike the majority, his passion for
driving pleasure is not only limited to tarmac. As
a result he went after something different - a
1993 Mitsubishi Lancer GSR.

Wait, it's not an Evo?

Although it would sound and almost look
like an Evo 111 due to the gaping, intercooled
facelift, it is not. While Evos have 2.0 liter
4G63 turbo motors, the GSR's motor 1s 200
cc's short. This ought to be one of the most
underrated cars Japan has ever produced. The
GSR has a smaller 1.8 liter DOHC turbo
motor (4G93T) and with all wheel drive, it is
a mad house that has about 200 BHP and lb-
ft of torque off the factory. Ovi's GSR is not
stock- after a full GSR conversion done by
Saad Sagir, Ovi went out of his way with
particular details in perfecting the rally
machine, from Hard Race engine mounts to
Recaro seats. His Lancer GSR currently does
well over 220 BHP at 16 psi of boost. The
magic comes off the AWD capability and an
Evo III full lock rear differential that Ovi
installed, that spares no gravel, stone or dust,
turning all of it into darting missiles when the
throttle is pressed.

In-bred hoonigan charisma of the GSR
Hit the RPM towards 5,000 RPM and the Tial
38mm wastegates will start firing ear-
deafening shots through the hardcore hood
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exit Turbo § downpipe and the HKS SQV4
blow off valve will scream the moment you
back off the throttle. Hold the right foot for a
moment and dump the Exedy stage 2 clutch
for a sudden blizzard of dust, eargasmic Apexi
N1 endbox rumble and a trail of the GSR's
tail lamps screaming away into the distance.
“Donuts, slides, drifts- nothing is spared
with this”, says a smiling, buckled up Owi,
quick shifting and maneuvering away his
sturdy little car. He is a man of his words too,
as I fell victim to his ravaging onslaughts in

the dusty off roads of Purbachal. The car is
fully mechanical - no extra computers or tech
bits to control the inputs; everything is raw,
from the power to the handling of the GSR.
Despite being harnessed and bound in the
Recaro buckets, I was tossed in the air each
time the GSR leapt from a ridge to another.
Like their cattle, some village folks were wit-
nessed running away from the dust storm at
the GSR's assault on their terrain, But I vouch,
no humans, animals or even plants were
harmed while having this much fun.

Ovi's hoonigan-ing with the GSR made me
realize that this is possibly the best vehicle for
our terrain as it will literally stop at nothing.
No ditch sized pot holes, mountain sized
speed bumps, damaged roads, slushy mud or
sand will keep it from shooting off the surface
in rally style.

This Lancer GSR is also a Rallycross

contender
Because Mr. Ovi is the licensed importer of
Haida Tyres in Bangladesh, his one off Lancer
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GSR was sponsored by Haida in the 2015 and
2016 Rallycross championships. Having the
right handling setup is critical for success -
Owvi suggests tyres, suspension and brakes are
vital. The car sits on BC BR series 32 step
adjustable coil-overs, which are not butt hurt-
ing stiff, yet absorbs the violent corners that
Ovi launches at it, thanks to the Super Pro
poly bushes and UR bars on which he spent a
fortune, but was worth every penny. No fancy
brake kits for the conservative power,
although the OEM set up is reinforced with
Project Mu Bestop front and rear pads and
Safe Brake SS brake hoses, giving Ovi assured
braking contidence. The obvious choice of
tyres for Ovi would be Haida HD921s wrap-
ping the 16-inch Enkei rally spec wheels.

Mitsu or Scoobie?

Almost all changeable bits of this vehicle has
been replaced with Evo III ones, albeit the
motor. Ovi has plans to swap that too. He
might not install the Evo III side skirts as that
will lower the car and hinder the functionality
of the vehicle. He drives it every day, be it
work or car meets, and he drives it with fury.
He absolutely loves his car. Ovi will not stop
there. Considering his love for rally spec
vehicles, Ovi chuckles he might also add an
STi in his garage, as that would complete his
JDM hoonigan bucket list.

Head to our site for more images of the GSR,
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AUTO NEWS

CITROEN'S NEW C6

A JAGUAR FOR CHINA

EXECUTIVE MOTORS LAUNCHES
BMW X1 IN BANGLADESH

Executive Motors, authorised dealer
for BMW wvehicles in Bangladesh,
recently launched the brand new 2016
BMW X1 in Bangladesh. Held at the
Bay Ridgewater garden, the new X1
was the centerpiece at an event adja-
cent to an art gallery, with live jazz
and blues music, LED dance show
and more.

The new X1 comes loaded with
features, and it's clear that there is not
much entry-levelness about BMW's
entry level compact SUV. Sunroof,
leather, BMW's signature vehicle
dynamics and infotainment system, a

range of premium options both
inside and out set the X1 a class apart
from other (mostly mid-size) SUVs in
the X1's price segment. Underneath
that rakish hood is the same 1.5 litre
3 cylinder turbo that powers the cur-
rent 3 series - low on displacement,
high on efficiency and torque. Right
now, the X1 seems to be best con-
tender for people wanting to purchase
their very first BMW, or compliment
an existing BMW sedan with a small
SUV.

Watch this space for an in-depth
review of the new X1.

Citroen unveiled a new model for the Chinese
market - the new Citroen C6 - at the 2016 Beijing

Motor Show.

Building on the success of the XF saloon, a long |
wheelbase version has been developed exclu-
sively for the Chinese market. Passenger com-
fort has been a key consideration and increasing
the wheelbase by 140mm to 3,100mm delivers
exceptional legroom and knee room in the rear
seats. The extra length has been perfectly inte-
grated into the Jaguar XFL's form, preserving the
elegance and sporting profile of the roofline.

Drivetrain specifications are not out yet, but
we speculate some mid to high end versions of
the late model XF will be available to opt from, EEEE

Developed as part of a
joint venture with
Dong Feng Motors
and produced in
Wuhan, China, this
business sedan will
become the flagship
model of the Citroen
range in China, It'll
compete with BMW's
5 series and the Merc E
class.

The interior is dedi-
cated to the comfort of
passengers and true to
the Citroen spirit,
although the exterior
lost the French touch
and looks like some
German went on to
make French toast.

www.maxxis.com.bd
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CHECK TIRE TREAD-WEAR REGULARY

Summer driving brings about road trips, family vacations, and
trips to the beach. To ensure save driving, your vehicle’s tire
deserves extra care like your family.
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High performance tires for sedan, SUV & truck



