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A bit of background - Ikhtisad Ahmed is a
writer, playwright and poet. He is the author
of Cryptic Verses and Requiem, two poetry
collections, The Deliverance of Sanctuary,
an absurdist play and Yours, Etcetera, a
collection of short stories. Zubier Abdullah
is a writer living in Bangladesh, who is just
at the beginning of his writing career. He
has been published in a number of leading
magazines and newspapers in the country.
Both Zubier and lkhtishad have been
published in Wasafiri magazine, one of the
leading literary magazines in the world, in an
issue celebrating the Bengali voices in writing.
We asked them what the primary obsta-

It seems that the lake has spilt the people
into two. On one side of it are the affluent,
and on the other, the poor and impover-
ished, with many of whom working for
those living on their opposite side. And it
seems that these two groups do not know
much about each other; they might live
nearby, they sometimes even interact with
each other, but they are still poles apart.

For those living on the affluent side,
Korail slum is a world unknown, a colony
least understood, an alien land that is a
puzzle left unsolved, an area of narrow,
confusing alleys that is nothing short of a
maze - a labyrinth.
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Hard life of a struggling writer

cles that a young writer growing up in
Bangladesh will face. Ikhtishad said “The
toughest thing you will have to overcome if
you want to be a writer is being taken seri-
ously. A lot of the times you cannot tell peo-
ple that you are a writer, since in our culture,
being a writer is not considered a proper job.
You will face a lot of stigma from your par-
ents and your loved ones and there will be a
constant pressure on you to get a real job.”
“Another issue that you will face quite
early on, if you decide to be a writer, is how
much work it is. It's not all fun and games.
Each story and each article has to be worked
on meticulously so that it can be the best it

can be. It's very easy to write a story or an
article once in a while, when you are moti-
vated and call yourself a writer but to be
able to work every day, day in and day out, is
where the real difficulty lies. Going from an
idea to a fully finished story can take weeks
or even months of dedicated work and it is
not for the faint of heart” says Zubier.

We asked them about publication ave-
nues for young writers in Bangladesh. “Now-
adays there are a lot of publication options
opening up. Online magazines such as
Glyph, UNAB magazine and others, as well
as publications like Shout of The Daily Star
all offer places for someone to send their
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Labyrinth is a book that features life in
Korail slum. Brought out by Bengal
Publications, the coffee table book is the
product of the teamwork of Munize Manzur
and Arif Hafiz. Together, they have pro-
vided an intimate glimpse of this fascinat-
ing world.

In fact, earlier this year, a photography
exhibition was also held, at the gallery of
Red Shift Coffee Lounge.

Hafiz, a veteran photographer, had ven-
tured into the slum, capturing the essence of
the locality - its people, their lives and their
interesting ways of doing things. Meanwhile,
Manzur, a writer - who was also Literary

Dedlicated to the people of Korail

Editor of The Daily Star - drew inspiration
from the pictures and wrote monologues
and musings and stories based on them,
depicting the lives of the people through her
eyes.

"Munize was the one who picked the
photographs for the book," Hafiz informed
while he flipped through it. "Korail slum is a
city within a city,' he continued. "They have
everything that one needs, almost as if you
do not need to go outside for anything."

Indeed, the pictures show bazaars and
kitchen markets and butchery shops and
jewellery shops - a wide array of things that
make up a locality. Who would have thought

work in” Zubier says. “Aside from that, there
are numerous international magazines like
Wasafiri, which are looking for new writers.’

“My own book, Yours Etcetera, was pub-
lished by Bengal Lights. They are doing
great work, giving new voices a place to be
heard. Aside from that, if you want to get
published, UPL as well as The Daily Star
Books are all some of the major publishers
in the country.”

When asked about the one piece of
advice they would give, they said “Don't
treat it lightly. Being a writer is a lot of hard
work. Also don't quit your day job.”

By Mormee Mahtab

that a jewellery shop can be situated at the
heart of a slum? From the hardships of life to
the perks it provides, Labyrinth is a document
of the lifestyle of a people often less talked
about.

Labyrinth is therefore a bundle of sur-
prises. But perhaps the best thing about the
book is that it makes the audience see the
slum and its dwellers with more empathy,
allowing private glimpses into a world less
known - perhaps a bridge over that lake?

By M H Haider

For information about availability and

price, contact Bengal Publications at
09666773311

WHAT'S EID

WITHOUT COLOURS?

It may seem far off, but Eid is coming sooner than you

expected. How you look plays an integral role in
defining and celebrating Eid, and to make sure you
do not miss out on making the most of this celebra-
tory season, look out for your copy of Star Eid Fashion
Magazine - the most comprehensive guide to all
things fashionable. Also, do not miss this opportunity
to show how your brand celebrates the occasion in
style by showcasing your products in the

StarEID FASHION MAGAZINE

Participants nationwide are requested
to send their selected outfits and
accessories for the album.

Attention:

Designers & Boutiques
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@The Daily Star

Criteria for Participation:

1. Materials used should be produced locally.

2. All submissions must be accompanied by name
of designer, address, contact humber, price and a
short description of the product (either in English

or Bangla).

3. Designs should be original and suitable for the
weather conditions.
4, The attires and accessories sent for the aloum

will be returned.

5. Entry fee per submission is Tk, 500 (minimum 6
entries for each participating house)

Last date of submission:
19 May, 2016

For submission of products and advertisement,

please contact

Syeed Ahmed Chowdhury (01711 623 905),
Kamal Hossain (01716 232 534).




