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4th phase UP polls see deadly

clashes, ballot-stuffing

STAR REPORT

The fourth phase of elections to 703
union parishads yesterday saw
incidents of violence and irregulari-
ties, including ballot-stuffing and
taking over of polling stations.

In Feni, at least 10 people, includ-
ing four with bullet wounds, were
injured in clashes outside ditferent
polling stations in two of nine UPs
in Feni Sadar and Chhagalnaiya
upazilas.

Supporters of AL and BNP nomi-
nated chairmen candidates locked
in a fierce clash in Dhalia union of
Sadar upazila over capturing a poll-
ing station, hours after voting
began. A shootout followed the
clash at Olipur Government
Primary School centre. The support-
ers also blasted crude bombs, leav-
ing a police official injured, said
police. Sub Inspector Mohammad
Yasin was admitted to a local hospi-
tal, said Amirul Alam, assistant
superintendent of police of Feni.
Police fired 10 rounds to bring the
situation under control.

In another incident, supporters
of two member candidates of
Shuvopur union clashed over taking
control of a polling centre. They also

Alamdanga upazila withdrew an
assistant presiding officer of
Sheikhpara Government Primary
School for his alleged involvement
in helping a criminal to case fake
votes.

On Friday night, the district
police authorities withdrew a sub-
inspector of Alamdanga Police
Station as he misbehaved with his
colleagues while on election duty.

In Sylhet, presence of voters in
different polling stations was thin in
almost all of the 24 UPs under three
upazilas due to rain, reports our
correspondent.

In Kushtia, Rab detained a gun-
man of AL-nominated chairman
candidate Akhtaruzzaman from
Nawdapara Government Primary
School polling centre of Alampur
UP under Sadar upazila. The
arrestee, Abdur Rahman, was intim-
idating voters and asking people to
cast vote for Akhtaruzzaman,
reports our correspondent.

In JThenidah, a mobile court sen-
tenced a youth to one month's
imprisonment for casting fake votes
at Shitli Government Primary
School centre of Kapashatia UP
under Harinakundo upazila.

men tried to capture Bhabanipur
Senior Dakhil Madrasa centre in
Bhababipur union of Phulbaria.
Police detained 17 persons, includ-
ing five poll officials, for allegedly
casting 'false votes' for AL candidate
at Bhabanipur Government
Primary School centre in
Bhabanipur Union of Phulbaria,
said Rifat Khan Razib, OC
Phulbaria Police Station. The
detainees included a presiding
officer, an assistant presiding offi-
cer, three polling officers and 12
agents.

Our Chittagong correspondent
reports that BNP chairperson's
advisor Mir Mohammad Nasir
Uddin alleged that real democ-
racy had been exiled from the
country.

“But this time, we directed our
leaders and activists not to boycott
the UP elections so that people can
come to know how the polling
centres are being occupied by the
cadres of ruling party and how vote
rigging and stuffing are going on in
the centres in the name of election,”
he said at a press conference at his
Chatteshwari Road residence. He
came down heavily on AL men for
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Two people, injured in police firing during an attack by the supporters of a candidate on Paschim Enayetpur
Government Primary School centre in Dhaloy union under Hathazari upazila of Chittagong yesterday, are under-
going treatment at Chittagong Medical College Hospital.

fired gunshots during the clash,
leaving at least four, including mem-
ber candidate Mohammad
Shahjahan, wounded, said wit-
nesses.

Supporters of the AL-nominated
chairman candidate blasted several
crude bombs outside Keraniya
Shaheed Smrity Government
Primary School centre in their
attempt to capture the centre. Police
resisted the attempts and fired 14
rounds.

In Madaripur, four people
including a policeman were injured
in a clash between supporters of a
chairman candidate and law enforc-
ers at Koyoria Board Government
Primary School centre of Koyoria
UP under Kalkini upazila.

The clash erupted when around
30 supporters of a chairman candi-
date entered the polling station and
tried to snatch ballot boxes at noon,
reports our correspondent. Amir
Hossain, sub-inspector of Shibchar
Police Station, and three others were
injured. One of them sustained
bullet injuries as police opened
blank fire to disperse the mob.

In Chuadanga, the returning
officer of Hardi UP under

In Laxmipur, at least 30 people
were injured in clashes in two poll-
ing stations -- one in Tumchar UP
under Sadar upazila, and another in
Keroa UP under Raipurupazila.

Supporters of rival member candi-
dates locked in clashes over establish-
ing supremacy in the polling stations,
reports our correspondent.

Qur Mymensingh correspondent
reported that police fired eight
rounds of rubber bullets when
supporters of an Al-nominated
candidate allegedly entered Shapla
Government Primary School centre
in Naogoan union of Phulbaria
upazila around 10:30am, leading to
suspension of voting for an hour.
Chase and counter-chase took place
between supporters of two member
candidates outside the centre.

At Babuganj Government
Primary School centre in
Rangamatia union of Phulbaria,
supporters of AL candidate allegedly
beat up independent candidate
Swapon Talukder and his daughter.
Police fired three rounds to control
the situation, said Rifat Khan Razib,
officer-in-charge of Phulbaria Police
Station,

Police fired five rounds when AL

capturing polling centres and tortur-
ing BNP agents.

Our Munshiganj correspondent
adds that voting at two polling
centres in Joshlong and Rampal
union parishads were suspended
after miscreants snatched away
ballot papers.

Besides, clashes took place when
police tried to foil an attempt by
miscreants to snatch away ballots at
Serajabad Government Primary
School of Jashlang union under
Tangibari upazila, leaving five peo-
ple, including an ASI, injured. Police
opened fire to bring the situation
under control. Four to five cocktails
were exploded at Panam
Government Primary School under
the same union.

In Sylhet, children were used in
electoral activities at different UPs
under Bishwanath upazila yester-
day, reports our correspondent.

In Meherpur, an AL man,
Mahibur Rahman Mintu, also a
teacher of Gangni Women's Degree
College, was appointed as the pre-
siding officer of Saharabaria
Government Primary School centre
of Sholotaka UP under Gangni
upazila. Mintu is the Publicity and

Publication Secretary of Gangni
upazila unit of AL, reports our corre-
spondent.

As per electoral rules, impartial
and skilled persons should be
appointed as presiding officers,
assistant presiding officers and
polling officers, said a deputy secre-
tary of the Election Commission.

About appointment of such a
political man as presiding officer,
Meherpur district election officer
Rokunuzzaman said he was not
ware about the incident and return-
ing officer Asaduzzaman said he
was threatened by local AL men to
keep silent.

Besides, five persons were injured
in a clash between supporters of two
member aspirants at a polling sta-
tion at Dhankhola UP under Sadar
upazila of Meherepur.

In Pabna, supporters of chairman
candidates of AL and AL rebel
locked in a clash over grabbing
Mominpur Government Primary
School polling centre under
Manikhat union of Sujanagar
upazila, leaving at least 10 injured,
reports our correspondent.

In Natore, BNP-nominated chair-
man candidate of Khajura UP under
Naldanga upazila, Zohirul Islam
Bhutto, boycotted the polls alleging
vote rigging by AL men.

In Jamalpur, there was massive
vote rigging and irregularities by the
supporters of AL-nominated chair-
man aspirants in most of the nine
unions in Bakshiganj and
Madarganj upazilas of Jamalpur
district, reports our correspondent.

Two presiding officers in two
poll-centres in Sadhurpara union
under Baksiganj upazila were
detained allegedly for assisting AL-
nominated candidate Mahmudul
Alam in stutfing ballot boxes before
the poll time, said Subrata Pal,
Bakshiganj upazila nirbahi officer.
They are Md Anisuzzaman Akanda,
presiding officer of Nazrul Islam
High School polling centre, and
AKM Akramuzzaman, presiding
officer of Achchakandi Government
Primary School centre.

Police fired around 300 blank
shots to bring the situation under
control in different polling centres,
said Shariful Haque, additional
superintendent of police.

In Sherpur, at least 10 were injured
in clashes in three UPs over establish-
ing supremacy in polling stations.

The union parishad election at
Hathazari upazila was marked by
violence, ballot stuffing, ballot
snatching, and fake vote casting,.

In West Enayetpur Government
Primary School, supporters of AL-
nominated chairman candidate
forced their way into the centre and
snatched 500 ballot papers from the
officials. When the officials and
police tried to resist, around 100
men started pelting stones at the
centre. Police fired twelve shots to
disperse the attackers. A police
microbus was damaged in the clash.

In the Fedai Chowdhury
Forkania Madrasha centre, BNP-
nominated chairman candidate
Jashim Uddin Ziko alleged that his
agents were forced out of the centre
and the cadres of AL-nominated
candidate stuffed the ballots.

A judicial magistrate arrested
Nurul Azim Rony, general secretary
of the Chittagong city unit of
Bangladesh Chhatra League, from
Chaliapur Board Primary School in
Mirzapul Union along with a 9
mm pistol when a group of BCL
activists were trying to take con-
trol of the centre. Nine other BCL
activists, including Hathazari
Upazila unit president Arifur
Rahman Russel, were also
detained from the centre.
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Children give number slips to voters at an election camp of a ruling party candidate
near Ramsundarpur High School centre during yesterday's voting in Alankar union
under Bishwanath upazila of Sylhet district.

Kids used in poll-related
work defying ban

MINTU DESHWARA, back from Bishwanath

Children were used by the candidates in the
union parishad elections at Bishwanath
upazila of Sylhet district yesterday for doing
election-related work, defying the ban on
involving kids in such activities.

When this correspondent visited the
upazila yesterday, he saw children giving
number slips to voters for a candidate in
Barakurma Government Primary School
area in Alankar union under the upazila.

Nazrul Islam, 13, Badol, 12, and Nayon
Miah, 14, were seen pasting posters on walls
for Md Muktar Ali, a UP member candidate
of the union. They said they were getting Tk
300 each for the job.

When asked about using children for

election work, Muktar said, “They (children)
may be getting involved spontaneously. I did
notengage them in such activities.”

Jasim, 12, Moinul, 11, and Abdul Hasem,
13, were seen doing the same work at
Betsandri Government Primary School
centre area of the union for chairman candi-
date MA Haque for Tk 400 each. MA Haque
also refuted the allegation.

Sughayn Chakma, assistant superinten-
dent of police (ASP) of Sylhet, said nobody
has complained in this regard. He did not
find such things happening during the drive
conducted against violation of the code of
conduct.

“Action will be taken if anyone is found
employing children in such unlawful activi-
ties,” the ASP added.,

Hailstorm damages crops
in Lalmonirhat

OQUuUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Hailstorm damaged crops on around 1,500
bighas of land in eight villages of
Mogholhat union under Lalmonirhat Sadar
upazila on Friday night.

Eight tin-roofed houses were also dam-
aged by the hailstorm in the union. The
affected wvillages are Dakkhin Durakuti,
Fulgachh, Banshtari, Chapartal, Kodalkhata,
Bhatibari, Bamontari and Etapota.

tul Chandra Roy, 38, a vegetable seed
producer at Dakkhin Durakuti village, said
he prepared four bighas of land for produc-
ing hybrid chilli and bitter-gourd seeds, but
they were destroyed. "I invested Tk 2 lakh,
hoping to earn at least Tk 5 lakh by selling
the seeds,” he added.

Lakhkhi Kanta Barman, 48, a seed producer
of the village, said "I produced hybrid chilli
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and bitter-gourd seeds on five bighas of land. I
would have harvested the seeds from my fields
in the third week of the current month, but all
my preparation was in vain because the hail-
storm damaged the crop, " he said.

Sudhir Chandra Barman, 60, a farmer at
Banshtari village, said the hailstorm damaged
boro paddy on four bighas of land. "I had
decided to harvest the paddy from my filed
on Saturday, butitgotdamaged,” he added.

Habibur Rahman, chairman of
Mogholhat Union Parishad, said crops on
15,00 bighas of land were badly affected by
the hailstorm and the damage could be
worth around Tk 15 cr. "The affected farm-
ers will get help from the union parishad
and the local administration,” he said.

Officials of the Department of
Agriculture Extension visited the affected
villages to assess the loss.
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Hailstorm badly damaged hybrid bitter gourd seedbeds at Dakkhin Durakuti village
in Mogholhat union of Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila on Friday night.
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Open campaign

FROM PAGE 16

It was his colleagues who first alerted him
about the threat on his life, a day after he
asked a female student in a class on April 26
to show her face during attendance call or
while talking with teachers.

The girl refused and the teacher said he
could not mark her present on the atten-
dance sheet if he could not see who she was.
While one student secretly took footage of
the incident, some other students engaged
in a debate with the teacher over the issue.

A Facebook group called Salauddiner
Ghora (The Horses of Salauddin) used the
video to call for the teacher’s death.

They posted a photo, phone number and
Facebook account of the teacher, calling on
anyone brave enough to take down this "un-
Islamic” man.

Announcing that the teacher was the next
target, the page posted a link explaining
how to kill someone silently and two
YouTube links that show how to cut with a
knife.

Named after the legendary warrior who
fought against the Crusaders, the page also
hailed those who hacked to death gay rights
activist Xulhaz Mannan and his friend last
week. The page, known for spreading hatred
and provocation for killings, is now no
longer available.

“I didn't ask her [the student] to leave the
class or I haven't said anything about reli-
gion as propagated in Facebook,” said the
professor, adding that the issue was settled
later.

“The student in question also met me
personally and said sorry for what happened
in the class,” he said, adding that someone
from behind the classroom took video which
was later used for running propaganda
against him.

“There was nothing wrong asking the
student to show her face while taking atten-
dance. I should know whom I am teaching. |
also told her: If you show your face in the
identity card, you can as well show it during
attendance call or while asking questions.”

He believes Jamaat-Shibir and militants
were behind the hate campaign.

The girl in question was surprised that
the teacher was threatened with murder
over the classroom incident.

“It is totally illogical to see the issue was
wrongly interpreted by watching an obscure
video footage,” she said in a statement
uploaded in the university's Facebook page
on April 28,

She said the matter was resolved and
hoped everyone would respect the dignity
of the teacher and refrain from misinter-
preting the incident further.

E-mail: md-office@erl.com.bd
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