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High turnout
in last phase
WB state polls

OUR CORRESPONDENT, New
Delhi

The staggered six-phase
polling to elect a new legis-
lature in West Bengal of
India ended yesterday with
an estimated turnout of over
75 percent in what promises
to be a close contest
between ruling Mamata
Banerjee-led Trinamool
Congress and combined
opposition alliance of
Congress party and the Left.

The sixth and final phase
of polling yesterday saw first-
time voters from erstwhile
adversely-held Indian
enclaves in Bangladesh exer-
cising their franchise amidst
scenes of celebrations.

Among them was 103-
year-old Asgar Ali who came
along with family members
of three generations to cast
ballots for the first time.

Mamata is confident her
party will get the required
number of seats in the 294-
member state assembly for
a second successive term in
power. All she needs is 148
legislators to reach the
simple majority mark in
one of the most intriguing
electoral battles West
Bengal has witnessed so far.

If the vote share in the
previous assembly elections
five years ago and the
national parliament polls
two years is anything to go
by, Trinamool Congress has
reasons to be worried from
the Congress-Left alliance
this time.

In the year 2011,
Trinamool secured 39.08
per cent of the total votes as
against Congress'8.91 per-
cent and the Left's 41.05
per. In 2014 parliamentary
polls, the Left's vote share
came down but they along
with Congress still man-
aged to hold on to 39.30
per of votes.

Analysts said that when
the polling in the present
round of assembly elec-
tions began on April 4,
Trinamool clearly had an
edge to retain power but in
the fourth and fifth phase
of polling in late April, the
Left-Congress appeared to
have staged a recovery.

Under the circum-
stances, the outcome of
polling in the 25 assembly
seats yesterday in the last
phase could have a great
bearing on the final result.

'It was a wake-up call for us!

Much-anticipated monsoon may not solve India's drought crisis

(CNN ONLINE

India’s killer heatwave is leaving the country reeling from
the worst drought in decades and a rural population
struggling to survive.

Relief is due with the arrival of the monsoon in mid-June,
and because of the impending La Nina weather pattern, the
forecast is forabove-average rainfall.

However WaterAid India's Head of Policy, Nitya Jacob,
says groundwater levels are
so depleted that even if a
good monsoon comes in
June -- and meteorologists
predict there will be one that
ends the drought -- it won't =%
be enough. "Even if the
monsoon is good, it cannot
compensate,” Jacob told
CNN. -

Central Water
Commission data shows that _
India's major reservoirs are ¢
79% empty, and 75% of |
India's basins are holding °
less water than the 10-year
average. CNN Meteorologist, |
Michael Guy, says this is
usually the hottest time for
the subcontinent, but this year has seen an unprecedented
spike in temperatures.

"India is currently in their summer or pre-monsoon
season, which lasts from April to late May, or early June,”
says Guy. "This year we've seen temperatures range from the
lower 40s to as high as 47°C or 116"Fahrenheit. For some,
this is three to five degrees ( Celsius) above normal."

And critically, the past two monsoon seasons have seen
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below average rainfall. "This has had a huge impact on
sroundwater supplies,” says Jacob.

In an open letter to India's Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in April, more than 150 of India's activists and
academics expressed their concern about the drought’s
impact on the rural population.

"In areas where rains have failed, farmers who depend

mainly on rainwater to irrigate their crops have no, or very
low, crop yields," they wrote.
The combination of heat
» with humidity makes India a
global hot spot for heat-
related illnesses and fatalities
-- so far the government
estimates more than 370
people have died.

"It was a wake-up call for
¢~ us," said K Dhananjaya
" Reddy, the director of disas-
ter management in Andhra
ma! Pradesh, a state that saw

more than 1,300 deaths in
2015,

L In 2016, as part of a
- prevention strategy, 10 cities
B . across the hottest parts of

India have teamed up with
different organizations to create plans to combat the heat.

Meteorologists also say that the upcoming La Nina
impacted monsoon is expected to be heavier than normal.
"The forecast is quite positive,” says CNN Meteorologist
Pedram Javaheri.

At the start of the hottest month of the year, with
forecast rains still weeks away, and no certainty that the
coming rains will be enough, only time will tell how India
will cope.
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BRAWL IN PARLIAMENT
S Lanka House
suspends MPs
for one week

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka's parliament
yesterday voted unanimously
to suspend two of its mem-
bers for one week with
immediate effect over their
involverment in the worst
punch-up in the legislature
in 12 years.

The two men, one from
Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe's United
National Party and the other
from an opposition faction
loyal to former president
Mahinda Rajapakse, were
held responsible for sparking
Tuesday's brawl.

The chamber descended
into chaos after former army
chief Sarath Fonseka said a
2006 bombing in Colombo
was an inside job, enraging
MPs loyal to Rajapakse who
clashed with parliamentari-
ans from the ruling party.

One MP was hospitalised
after receiving a black eye
while several others suffered
minor injuries. Tuesday's
violence in the parliamen-
tary chamber was the worst
since a June 2004 attack on
a Buddhist monk MP by
lawmakers from the then
ruling party. The monk was
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Aslan universities

rise 1n reputation

INDEPENDENT.CO.UK
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Japan, China, and Hong Kong are among the Asian coun-
tries whose universities are rising in reputation on the world
stage, a move which is seeing the balance of power in higher
education “slowly shifting from the West to the East.”

According to this year's Times Higher Education (THE)
World Reputation Rankings, the continent's institutions
have taken a total of 18 places in the complete 100 list - an
increase of ten on last year.

Japan's University of Tokyo is the highest-ranking in 12th
place, while China breaks into the top 20 for the first time
with Tsinghua University placing at 18th. Peking University,
meanwhile, takes a respectable 21st place.

The US dominates the Times Higher Education (THE)
reputation rankings, with Harvard and MIT in top places.
The UK has 10 universities in the top 100 of the world's best
when it comes to global reputation, but many have slipped
down the rankings this year. Cambridge and Oxford remain
in the top five, at fourth and fifth place respectively, but both
have moved down two places on their 2015 ranking,

New Indian citizens of Masaladanga and nearby enclaves queue to cast their ballots at a polling station in
Cooch Behar district yesterday, during the final phase of state assembly elections in the eastern Indian state of
West Bengal. They were among many who became Indian citizens after a transfer of enclaves between India

and Bangladesh in 2015, when India and Bangladesh signed a Land Boundary Agreement.
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HONOUR KILLING IN PAKISTAN

Girl, 16,

'burnt alive' for

helping couple to elope

REUTERS, Peshawar

Pakistan's northwestern regions as a means of

Pakistani police yesterday arrested 15
members of a tribal council accused of
ordering the burning alive of a young girl for
helping a couple to elope in a so-called

"honour killing", police said.
The 16-year-old girl was
set on fire last week in the
town of Donga Gali, about
50 km (30 miles) north-
east of the capital,
[slamabad, on the orders
of the council, said district
police chief Saeed Wazir.
Police said the honour
killing was ordered as
punishment for what the
council deemed irrepara-
ble damage to the village's
reputation. The couple
appeared to have escaped.

The girl's mother and brother were also
arrested, Wazir said, as they were present
during the meeting and allegedly agreed to

the sentence.

Jirgas, or tribal councils, are often called in
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local conflict resolution, but their edicts have
no legal standing under Pakistani law.

The girl's mother told police her daughter
had helped a couple from the nearby village
of Makol elope, in defiance of cultural norms.

“The jirga then took her to an abandoned
place outside the village
and made her unconscious
by injecting her with some
drugs, " said Wazir.

"“Then they seated the
girl in a van in which the
couple had escaped. They
tied her hands to the seats
and then poured petrol
on her and the vehicle."
The vehicle was set ablaze.

"I hadn't seen such a
barbaric attack in my
whole life," he said.

More than 500 men and women were
killed in honour killings in Pakistan last year,
according to the Human Rights Commission
of Pakistan. Many of those crimes are carried
out by relatives who say the victims have
brought shame on the family.
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North Korea readies
for party congress

AFP, Pyongyang

North Korea readied yesterday to kick off its most important
ruling party gathering for nearly 40 years, amid persistent
concerns of a nuclear test, despite no clear signs of an
imminent detonation,

Leader Kim Jong-Un is expected to deliver a keynote
address at the opening of today's party congress, which will be
minutely scrutinised for suggestions of a significant policy
shift or personnel changes in the nuclear-armed nation's
governing elite. The last congress was held in 1980 to crown
Kim's father, Kim Jong-Il, as the heir apparent to his grandfa-
ther and the North's founding leader Kim [1-Sung.

While the agenda of the event is still unknown, its main
objective is widely seen as cementing Kim Jong-Un's status
as supreme leader and legitimate inheritor of the Kim
family's dynastic rule.
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Deaaﬁp"éople could be
brought 'back to life’

INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

Scientists in the US have been given permission to try and
bring dead people back to life.

Initial tests will use a range of techniques on 20 subjects
to see whether they show any sign of regeneration, or the
reversal of brain death.

The group behind the tests hope that they can pioneer
ways of keeping people alive after their brains have been
judged to have died - and then to potentially re-grow their
brains and help them overcome such trauma.

The company notes that humans don't currently have any
way of regenerating their brains - but other species do. Some
fish and amphibians are able to regenerate and then remodel
large parts their brain, even after life-threatening trauma.

Scientists hope that the same work could help with
people who are in comas or suffering from degenerative
diseases, such as Alzheimer's or Parkinson's, even if it
doesn't succeed in bringing people back from the dead.

In a statement, the company noted that while much work
has been done on preventing people from dying, little has
been done about bringing people back once they had
moved “through the brain death window".
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