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together on countering terrorism and
violent extremism before they take root
here, according to diplomatic sources.

[t expressed concern over what it
said was systematic assaults in the
country in recent months on minori-
ties, secular bloggers, intellectuals
and foreigners, sources who were
present at the meeting said.

The US delegates also said they
were upset at the slow pace of investi-
gations and trial of the recent series
of murders.

Biswal yesterday also met the
American Embassy community and
held discussions with local human
rights and civil society organisations.
She is scheduled to meet Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina this morning
and Home Minister Asaduzzaman
Khan Kamal at noon.

US Secretary of State John Kerry,
who talked to Hasina over the phone
on April 28 following the killing of
the two LGBT rights activists, sent
Biswal to hold discussions with the
Bangladesh government to strengthen
security cooperation.

Foreign Minister AH Mahmood
Ali, State Minister for Foreign Affairs
Shahriar Alam, Foreign Secretary
Shahidul Haque and several other
senior officials attended yesterday's
lengthy meeting.

Biswal was assisted by US
Ambassador in Dhaka Marcia
Bernicat, Deputy Chief of Mission
David Meal and Political and
Economic Counsellor Andrea
Brouillette-Rodriguez.

Defending Hasina's zero-tolerance
approach to terrorism, the ministry
officials said fundamentalist groups
and some people were trying to
encourage militancy in Bangladesh.

The government is fighting them to
maintain a secular society, they added.

The foreign ministry officials,
however, claimed that the security
situation in Bangladesh was under
control and said the home minister at
today's meeting would inform the US
delegates about the progress of the
investigation into the latest murders
of the LGBT activists and also of the
probes into other recent killings.

Leaders of civil society organisa-
tions, including Badiul Alam
Majumder of Shujon, Lamiya Morshed
of Yunus Centre, former ambassador
Humayun Kabir of Bangladesh
Enterprise Institute, and Founder and
President at MOVE Foundation Saiful
Haque were present at a luncheon
meeting with Biswal and other US
embassy officials yesterday.

At the US ambassador's residence,
they shared their thoughts and con-
cerns over the security situation and
extremism in Bangladesh as well as
across the globe,

"Xulhaz Mannan embodied cour-
age and selflessness and his legacy
will live on in the causes he champi-
oned,” Biswal tweeted after her meet-
ing with civil society representatives.

A reliable source who attended the
meeting told The Daily Star partici-
pants unanimously agreed that mili-
tancy and violent extremism are on
the rise in the country.

They also expressed worries over
the deteriorating law and order situa-
tion here.

Staff of the US Embassy at the
meeting with Biswal were emotional
and seemed to be very shaken by the
murder of Xulhaz, sources said,

In another tweet, Biswal said she
joined Gayle Smith, USAID adminis-
trator, and Jonathan Stivers, USAID
assistant administrator for Asia, to
share memories of Xulhaz with the US
Embassy and USAID in Dhaka.

SC today
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Former chief justice Muzammel
retired on January 16 last year and
Justice Manik on October 1.

The 168 cases include an appeal
regarding the Warrant of Precedence
of the republic, SC sources said.

On January 11 last year, the SC
disposed of “with expunction, modifi-
cation, observation and findings” the
appeal against a 2010 High Court
order that declared illegal and void the
existing Warrant of Precedence, formu-
lated in 1986 and revised in 2008,

A five-member bench of the
Appellate Division headed by the
then chief justice Md Muzammel
Hossain passed the short verdict, now
available on the SC website.

The Warrant of Precedence is used
for all government purposes includ-
ing ceremonial occasions.

Allegations
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BNP-led four-party alliance govern-
ment termed the allegations “totally
false and baseless”. “Till now nobody
asked me about this. Nobody talked
to me,” he said.

Till date, two former BNP lawmak-
ers, Salauddin Quader Chowdhury
and Abdul Alim, have been convicted
of war crimes.

Other leaders have criticised the trials,
alleging it was the ruling party's tool to
eliminate political opponents, some-

thing the Awami League always refuted.

Only 3 of 53 cases
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cases include illegal assembling and
attacking police and people with
firearms and explosives to kill them,
attacking police stations with arms and
bombs to loot firearms, attacking
government offices, banks and setting
those on fire, setting fire to holy Quran
and Hadith and other Islamic books,
looting such books and hurting the
Muslim sentiments.

Police arrested at least 376
accused, including some Hefajat
leaders, but all of them were later
released on bail.

Hefajat's General Secretary Junaid
Babunagari, the main accused in
sub-inspector Shahjahan murder case,
was arrested on May 6 in 2013, but was
released on bail on May 29 that year on
health ground.

Shahjahan was killed during a
clash between Hefajat men and law
enforcers at Motijheel.

During interrogation in police
remand, Babunagari confessed to
the involvement of the activists of
Hefajat, Jamaat, BNP and its front
organisations in the anarchy, court
sources said.

Harun bin Izhar Chowdhury, son
of Hefajat's Nayeb-e-Ameer Mufti
Izharul Islam, was also arrested. But he
too was released on bail.

Some BNP leaders, including
Moudud Ahmed and Sadeque
Hossain Khoka, were also shown
arrested in the cases. But most of them
got bail.

Monirul Islam, additional com-
missioner of Dhaka Metropolitan
Police, yesterday said that out of 53
cases, charge sheets were submitted in
three cases, 15 cases were being investi-
gated by the Detective Branch of police
while 35 cases are being probed by
different police stations.

DMP Deputy Commissioner (me-
dia) Maruf Hossain Sorder said that
of the three cases, one was filed with
Ramna Police Station and the two
others with Kalabagan Police Station.

Maruf, however, could not say
when the charge sheets of these cases
were submitted.

However, a staff at the office of
General Recording Officer at the
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate's Court
in Dhaka said no charge sheet was
submitted in any case filed with
Ramna and Kalabagan police stations.

Asked about the reason behind
the poor progress in investigation,
Monirul said, "A large number of
people were present during the inci-
dent. It takes time to scrutinise the
names and details of those who were
involved.”

Veteran journalist and writer
Shahriar Kabir attributed the slow
progress in investigation and the
release of the accused to the govern-
ment's double standard policy.

“On one hand, the government is
saying that it has taken zero toler-
ance approach towards terrorism. On
the other hand, it is compromising
with the godfather of terrorism,” he

said.

This double standard would be
suicidal not only for the Awami
League, but also for the whole nation,
he added.

Shahriar Kabir, who was also a
victim of the Hefajet mayhem, said
that although the Hefejat leaders
admitted their role in the atrocities,
some ruling party leaders visited Hefajat
leaders to compromise with them.

Shahriar, also the acting president
of Ekaturrer Ghatak Dalal Nirmul
Committee, claimed that he along
with 26 other Nirmul committee
members and four policemen were
wounded in the Hefajat attack.

Contacted, Hefajat-e- Islam
Organising Secretary Azizul Haque
[slamabadi told The Daily Star that
around 50 cases were lodged following the
“Shapla Chattar incident” to harass the
leaders and activists of the organisation.

The Hefajat leader claimed that
the “Shapla Chattar movement” was
not a movement to overthrow the
government; rather it was a movement
against the persons or atheist bloggers
who insult Islam.

“From our side, there is no scope
of maintaining communication with
the government,” said Azizul Haque.
The government communicates with
them because it wants to create a good
relation with Hefajat, he added.

“The government or the opposi-
tion wants to keep a relation with
Hefajat, as the organisation has the
capacity to exert an influence in the
society.”

He also claimed that Hefajat-e
Islam was not a political organisa-
tion.

Call on Myanmar
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production, said Syed Arif Azad,
director general of DoF.

“In Bangladesh, we are working in two
ways -- conservation of hilsa and
incentives for the fishermen -- to
increase production,” he added.

Dr Khin Maung Soe, deputy director
for DoF of Myanmar, suggested that
licensing of the fishing vessels be
limited for the conservation.

Fisheries and Livestock Minister
Muhammad Sayedul Hoque, who
attended the seminar as the chief guest,
said there is no alternative to seizing all
illegal nets for conservation and more
production of the fish.

“We are taking legal actions against all
illegal attempts that hamper conserva-
tion of hilsa. As a result, production is
now increasing,” he observed.

The minister expressed the hope that
collaborative approach of Bangladesh,
India and Myanmar would ensure
interests of the respective governments
in this regard.

Dr A Atig Rahman, executive director of
BCAS, chaired the seminar, which was
addressed by, among others, IIED
representative Essam Yassin
Mohammed.
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RAMPAL POWER PLANT
State minister

rules out
environmental
hazards

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

World's largest mangrove forest
Sundarbans would not face any envi-
ronmental hazard because of setting
up the Rampal Power Plant, Nasrul
Hamid, state minister for power,
energy and mineral resources, told
parliament yesterday:.

He also said according to a feasi-
bility study and the environmental
impact assessment outcome, the
plant would not cause any environ-
mental risk to the forest.

Replying to lawmakers' queries,
Nasrul said the plant, to be estab-
lished almost 14km away from the
Sundarbans, would have the ultra
super critical technology for power
generation, and there is no possibil-
ity of creating any risk to the man-
grove forest.

The state minister added that the
mangrove forest is particularly suit-
able for absorbing carbon dioxide.

The power plant would create an
alternative source of income for the
people who are living near the for-
est, and ultimately, the forest would
be protected from damage for the
power plant, Nasrul said.

Gold price
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said BAJUS General Secretary Enamul
Haque Khan. He said the prices of
gold in the local market had been
adjusted in line with the rise in the
prices in the international market.

After the latest hike, a bhori (11.664
grams) of 22-carat gold will cost Tk
47,415 from Tk 46,190, 21-carat Tk
45,315 from Tk 44,090, 18-carat Tk
38,667 from Tk 37,442 and traditional
gold Tk 27,586 from Tk 26,361.

The price of silver is going up to Tk
1,165 from Tk 1,108 a bhori.

Following the previous hike in
March this year, the price of the pre-
cious metal was hovering around
$1,200 an ounce. Now it has reached
$1,300 an ounce, said a number of
businesses.

Local jewellers have to keep the
prices in line with international mar-
ket to avoid gold smuggling in and
out of the country, said Anwar
Hossain, president of Bangladesh
Jewellery Manufacturers and
Exporters Association.

The country does not allow com-
mercial imports of gold. The sector
runs on recycling, and a person can
bring a small amount of gold into
Bangladesh legally.

The sector's annual turnover will
be at least Tk 700 crore, according to
industry people.
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think blocking sites on the Internet is
not an easy thing to do, we have to
recognise that.

“We have to put a lot of emphasis on
education, inoculation, but also
recognise different people who face
different influences. These ideas are
sweeping the world and the entire
region, including Singapore,” he said,
reports our New Delhi correspondent,
quoting a PTI report from Singapore.

Members of the so-called ISB,
formed in Singapore in March, had
identified several possible targets in
Bangladesh, which include lawmakers,
ministers, and media personnel,
according to a kill-list released on the
Singapore home ministry website
earlier.

In a document titled "We Need for
Jihad Fight”, which was recovered
from detained Mizanur Rahman, the
group also listed military targets such
as the Border Guard Bangladesh
(BGB), the air and navy forces and the
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab).

Our New Delhi correspondent
added that K Shanmugam, the
Singapore minister, also said, "They
[the Bangladeshis] were looking at
bomb-making, they have material on
sniper rifles, they have collected
money and they have a list of targets.”

Months after deporting 26 “radical-
ised” Bangladeshi workers, Singapore
arrested the eight Bangladeshis
recently.

Besides, another five Bangladeshis
were deported for suspected militancy
link. They were arrested from Banasree
area in Dhaka on Tuesday.

A Dhaka court yesterday placed
them on a seven-day remand each after
police produced them before the court
with 10 days' remand pleas.

A DB official said they were making
profiles of the arrestees and that they
would be quizzed about their sus-
pected militancy links.

The latest Singapore home affairs
ministry statement said the five
Bangladeshis were not a part of the
Islamic State in Bangladesh group but
had been found in possession of jihadi
materials or to have supported the use
of armed violence for a “religious
cause”,

There was no indication that the
detainees were members of the
Bangladeshi “radical group” whose
members were arrested last year. But
some of them were acquaintances, the
statement claimed.

It also said, “The uncovering of the
[slamic State of Bangladesh (ISB)
group in Singapore sends a strong
signal that we cannot take our security
for granted or be complacent.

“At the time of his arrest, Mizanur
worked as a draftsman in a local
construction firm. He had been work-
ing on-and-off in Singapore since 2007
and when he last entered Singapore in
December 2015, the authorities had
no information to suggest that he had
radical views.”

Several of the arrestees were liable to

They formed cell

be prosecuted for “terrorisme-
financing” and at the time of the

arrests, the funds they had was raised
from the members' "own contribu-
tions”, said the statement.

“The Bangladeshi nationals in both
incidents [arrested in the last one year]
were not known to have targeted
Singapore at the time of their arrests,

“They are not known to have acted
on their plans to procure firearms yet.”

The statement added that the
Bangladeshi authorities had been
informed of the group and its activi-
ties, and had been helpful in providing
some information.

Contacted, a DB official, who is
investigating the matter, said since the
arrests have been made in connection
with militancy, the issue was a matter
of “serious security threat” and related
to the image of Bangladesh.

He also said they would visit
Singapore to collect information and
interrogate the arrestees if they were
not deported soon.

Dismembered
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investigating the incident.

“The arrestee will be taken into
remand for further interrogation. Police
will probe the incident from different
angles to find out the exact reason
behind the murder,” SP Alamgir said,
adding that they would also try to find if
anyone else was involved.

A case was filed against
Raheduzzaman with Pabna Police
Station. The body parts were sent to
Pabna Medical College morgue for an
autopsy vesterday, police said.

'‘Drop-oft
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Boxes and an advocate for baby boxes
in Indiana for a number of years, said
the scheme is beneficial as some
people want total anonymity and yet
know the baby is safe.

“This is not criminal,” Kelsey said.
“This is legal. We don't want to push
women away.”

But critics of the baby boxes say it
makes it easier to surrender child
without considering other options,
which can deprive parents of medical
care if they need it.

A second box opened on Thursday
in Michigan City.

State Representative, Casey Cox, has
supported the concept of baby boxes
in Indiana and has been working with
lawmakers and Governor Mike Pence's
administration on safety protocols.

All 50 states and the District of
Colombia have safe haven laws, which
allow unharmed new-borns to be
surrendered without fear of prosecu-
tion.

Indiana's law allows parents to drop
off new-borns younger than 30 days
old at police stations, fire stations and
hospitals.
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