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brief

China imposes
controls
on foreign NGOs

AFP, Beijing

China yesterday passed a
controversial new law giving
police wide-ranging powers
over overseas charities and
banning them from recruiting
members or raising funds in
the country, prompting an
immediate outcry. The law,
which comes into force in
January, gives police the right
to approve the registration of
all foreign NGOs, according
to a text distributed by the
NPC. Police will revoke the
registration of any organisa-
tion which "damages
national interests” or "threat-
ens society's interests, " it said.

Iraq bans Al

Jazeera

over coverdage
AFP, Doha

Iraqi authorities have revoked
the operating licence of the
pan-Arab satellite network Al
Jazeera and closed its offices
in Baghdad, accusing it of
violating government guide-
lines issued in 2014 to regu-
late media "during the war
on terror." Al Jazeera, based
in QQatar, said it was dis-
mayed by the action. In 2013,
Irag’s government accused Al
Jazeera and nine other satel-
lite television channels of
fostering sectarian sentiment
that was fuelling violence.

US toddler shoots
mother dead

AFP, Washington

A two and a half year-old
toddler riding in the back of
a car accidentally shot dead
his mother with a gun that
slid out from under the
driver's seat, LIS police said
Wednesday. The 26-year-old
victim, Patrice Price, was
pronounced dead at the
scene following Tuesday's
incident in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, the local sheriff's
office said.
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No Rohingya in
our country

Say Myanmar nationalists during
a protest outside US embassy

REUTERS, Yangon

Hundreds of demonstrators, including Buddhist monks,
denounced the United States for its use of the term Rohingya
to describe Myanmar's stateless Muslim community during a
protest outside of the US embassy in Yangon yesterday.

The Rohingya, most of whom live in apartheid-like
conditions, are seen by many Myanmar Buddhists as illegal
immigrants from Bangladesh and the term is a divisive topic.

The demonstration was sparked by a statement from the
embassy last week expressing condolences for an estimated
21 people, who media said were Rohingya, who drowned
off the coast of Rakhine State and came just a day after
President Htin Kyaw accepted the credentials of the new US
Ambassador, Scot Marciel.

"Today, we, from here, want to declare to the US embassy
and the ambassador to Myanmar, to all the other countries,
that there is no Rohingya in our country,” Parmaukkha, a
monk and member of the hardline Buddhist group Ma Ba
Tha, told about 300 people who gathered on a busy road

Supporters and monks belonging to the hardline Buddhist group Mabatha rally to the US embassy in Yangon, Myanmar yesterday. The
Buddhist ultra-nationalist group denounces the US embassy's recent statement related to the deaths of the Rohingya Muslim minority from

the April 19, 2016 boat accident in Sittwe.

PHOTO: AFP

across from the embassy compound.

"If the US accepts the term 'Rohingya,’ you (US) should
take them back to your country.”

The previous government referred to the group as Bengalis,
implying they were illegal immigrants from Bangladesh,
despite many having lived in Myanmar for generations.

Aung San Suu Kyi, the leader of the ruling National
League for Democracy party and state counsellor, has drawn
criticism from rights groups for avoiding using the term
Rohingya and not doing enough to address their plight.

Philippines on the brink

of dictatorship

Says Benigno Aquino ahead of presidential polls

AFP, Manila

Philippine President Benigno Aquino
yesterday warned his country was on the
brink of another dictatorship, in a thinly
veiled reference to controversial politicians
leading surveys to win the top two
posts in next month's elections.

Tough-talking Rodrigo Duterte
has emerged as a clear favourite in
surveys for the presidential poll,
with voters apparently embracing
his vows to kill tens of thousands of
criminals outside the judicial
systern.

Meanwhile, the son and
namesake of dictator Ferdinand
Marcos is leading the vice-presidential

nation: that we were oppressed before and
yet will allow ourselves to be oppressed
again and suffer the same problems that
we endured under the dictatorship,”
Aquino said in a speech in Manila.

"Our successes could vanish especially if
my successor would stray from
our straight and narrow path. The
question is, will you allow these
bullies who make enemies each
time they open their mouth to
become president?”

Aquino did not mention Duterte
by name, but it was a thinly veiled
reference to him, as the presidential
favourite is often called a bully and
foul-mouthed by his opponents.
However Aquino did specifically

race with a campaign strategy of mention Marcos Jnr, criticising him for

highlighting the alleged benefits of his
father's rule.

"This is the tragedy poised to befall our

refusing to apologise for his father's crimes.

'Laser walls' activated along
India, Pakistan border

P11, New Delhi

the International Border in Jammu and

A dozen "laser walls" have been made
operational along the India-Pakistan
International Border in Punjab to plug the
porous riverine and treacherous terrain and
keep an effective vigil against intruders and
terrorists exploiting the frontier areas to

CTOSS Over.

While eight
infra-red and laser
beam intrusion ==
detection systems g
are "up and work- }
ing" along as many
vulnerable and
sensitive areas of
the International
Border (IB) in
Punjab, four more
will b e

operationalised in the next few days, a senior

BSF official said.

The "laser walls" or fence are being
monitored by Border Security Force (BSF)
which guards the Indo-Pak International

Border.

Apart from these, four other pilot projects
of similar kind in stretches of 30-40 km of

Gujarat and one in West Bengal along Indo-
Bangla border have been approved by the
Home Ministry to secure Indian borders
effectively.

The decision to install these laser walls was
taken by BSF two years ago keeping in mind
the vulnerability of the border in these areas as
barbed wire fencing could not be installed in
many infiltration
prone areas due to
treacherous terrain
or marshy riverine
topography.

1 Afteéer the

Pathankot terror
attack, where it was
suspected that
terrorists crossed
over from Pakistan
by breaching the
International Border in Punjab, Union Home
Ministry and the BSF have sped up the
deployment and activation of these walls
along the long and winding border.

A total of 45 such laser walls will be
installed in these areas along the international
border in Punjab and Jammu, a blueprint
prepared in this regard.

Deport liquor
tycoon Mallya

India asks Britain
AFP, New Delhi

India's foreign ministry said
yesterday it has asked Britain
to deport the embattled
former airline boss Vijay
Mallya, who faces a money
laundering investigation.

Mallya, a part-owner of
the Force India Formula 1
team who used to run a
liquor empire, left India on
March 2 owing more than
%1 billion and is believed
to be in Britain.

Last week India revoked
his passport, after he
repeatedly failed to appear
before investigators looking
into financial irregularities
at Kingfisher Airlines,
which ceased operating in
2012 leaving millions of
dollars in unpaid bills.

An Indian court last
week issued an arrest war-
rant for the 60-year-old,
once dubbed the King of
Good Times for his lavish
lifestyle.
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REUTERS, Yangon

FOREST PRESERVATION

Myanmar bans
lucrative logging

Pakistan may
use F-16s

against India

Say US lawmabkers, urge

Obama to review sale
PT1, Washington

Top US lawmakers have
expressed concerns over the
Obama administration's
decision to sell eight F-16
fighter jets to Pakistan,
saying the aircrafts could be
used against India and not
in combating terrorism.

They have also urged the
Obama Administration to
review its decision in this
regard.

"Many members of
Congress, including me,
seriously question the judg-
ment and timing of such a
sale. Additionally, Indo-Pak
tensions remain elevated
and some question whether
the F-16s could ultimately
be used against India or
other regional powers, rather
than the terrorists as
Pakistan as asserted,”
Congressman Matt Salmon
said during a Congressional
hearing on Wednesday.

Salmon was joined by
several other lawmakers
during the Congressional
hearing on Afghanistan and
Pakistan convened by the
Subcommittee on Asia and
Pacific of the House Foreign
Affairs Committee.

Modi takes his place
at Madame Tussauds

PT1, London

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi yesterday took his
place alongside other world leaders at Madame Tussauds in
London.

The leader's new wax figure arrived at the Baker Street
attraction fresh from Delhi, where Modi had a private
viewing with his likeness last week.

The figure is featured in the famous attraction's popular
"World Leaders” enclosure alongside present day leaders
Barack Obama, David Cameron, Angela Merkel and
Francoise Holland, as well as political heavyweights of the
pastincluding Mahatma Gandhi and Winston Churchill.

Modi was closely involved in the creation of his figure

and was delighted with the final results, declaring that the
Madame Tussauds team are “exceptional at what they do”.

General Manager of Madame Tussauds London, Edward
Fuller, said, "We are delighted that Mr Modi was able to see
this very figure in India last week, and to welcome him to
Madame Tussauds London today.”

“It's wonderful that our visitors now have the chance to get
up close to this influential leader, who is the source of so much
public interest. It's not every day you get to stand alongside the
statesmen and women shaping our world and we think guests
will relish the chance to rub shoulders with Mr Modi.”

Modi's figure is dressed in his signature Kurta in cream
with jacket and he is featured in a traditional pose making a
namaste gesture.

DRAFT CHARTER

Eight charged

with sedition
in Thailand

REUTERS, Bangkok

Thai police charged eight
people with sedition and
computer crimes yester-
day, part of fresh wave of
arrests as Thailand cracks
down on online dissent
before a referendum on a
military-backed draft con-
stitution,

The eight were detained by
troops on Wednesday over
Facebook comments criticiz-
ing the draft, which has been
denounced by groups on both
sides of Thailand's political
divide ahead of the Aug 7
referendum.

Police said the eight had
been charged over com-
ments critical of the junta
and the constitution.

The charges follow
arrests over the past week of
anti-junta activists who
have held gatherings
around the Thai capital
amid growing criticism of
the draft charter,

Critics say the charter
entrenches the military's
political influence. Among
other things, it proposes an
unelected upper house
Senate to include a handful
of top military and police
commanders.
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Myanmar has banned lucrative logging operations as the
newly-elected government of democracy leader Aung San
Suu Kyi steps up a battle on deforestation, an environment
official said yesterday.

Myanmar's rich forests are among its most valuable
natural resources, but they have been plundered by logging
that helped fund the former military regime that ran the
country for 49 years, before reforms began in 2011.

In April 2014, Myanmar banned export of raw timber
logs to slow deforestation and boost its own production. By
2010, forest cover had shrunk to 47 percent of land area
from 58 percentin 1990, Forestry Ministry data show.

Despite the ban, illegal logging has thrived in northeast
Myanmar, where valuable teak and rosewood are smuggled
over the border to neighbouring China, forest watchdog the
Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA) has said.

"We have been reducing timber extraction, and now we
have decided to stop logging completely," said John Swe Ba,
a managing director at Myanmar's Ministry of Natural
Resources and Environmental Conservation.

"This measure will cover teak and other hardwoods all
across the country,” he added.

Legal logging has also played a major role in ravaging the
environment. State-owned Myanma Timber Enterprise (MTE),
overseen by Swe Ba's ministry, has a monopoly on the formal
timber sector, but subcontracts work to numerous companies.
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