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Data to Drive the SDGS

Big and Better Data Revolutionizing Development

Goals have made it clear that there is a need for better

data to monitor and implement the Sustainable
Development Goals. The principle of Inclusiveness and
Leaving no one Behind requires disaggregated data by
geographic location and by sex and gender, but more
specifically by population groups, such as children, women
of reproductive age, youth and elderly, ethnic and religious
minorities and other vulnerable groups.

ources of data
Censuses, Civil Registration Vital Statistics (CVRS),

and Household Surveys are core instruments for the
generation of demographic information.

While Population and Housing Censuses will continue
to be the most important data source, they are conducted at
lengthy intervals and therefore cannot monitor real-time
change. A possible solution could be centralized
population register records for up-to-date statistics on the
size, characteristics and location of the population and of
its components of change, namely births, deaths and
migration. The system is in its inception stage in many
countries of Asia, including Bangladesh. Currently only 39
per cent of births in South Asia are registered, despite
being a necessary precondition of human rights.

The Demographic and Health Survey (DHS) and the
Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) have become
critical sources for monitoring progress on many aspects of
health including sexual and reproductive health. In
Bangladesh, the DHS however only provides division level
data. In order for it to serve the Leave no one Behind
purpose, there is a need for it to go deeper to district
and upazila level and possibly even closer to village
level.

L ESSONS learned from the Millennium Development

Examples of gaps in social and health Data

e Age and sex disaggregated data on fertility, contraceptive
prevalence rate and unmet need for unmarried
adolescents and youth.

e Age and spatial disaggregated data on physical and sexual
violence against women and girls, particularly in
educational institutions and workplaces.

o A sample vital registration could be included in the
PMA2020 (survey focusing on family planning indicators)
SUurveys.

e Data to track needs of people below the age of 15 and
adults above the age of 49.

+ Data on number of maternal deaths and their spatial
concentration, prevalence of common morbidities
affecting women, sexually transmitted infections,
disaggregated SRH indicators among occupational
groups such as tea garden workers, and coverage of SRH
services in emergencies.

e There are constraints to get consistent SRH data from the
private sector.

e Lack of a centralized MIS system that would bring
together Data from different Government entities tasked
with health services.

owards real-time data
The Data revolution can bridge the long time
periods between census and surveys. The CRVS can

collect mortality data in real time through reports on the
causes of death. The integration of diverse data sources via
geo-referencing can produce evidence linking demography
with other relevant processes, especially to monitor the
reduction of spatial inequities in service delivery and
health status. Better coordination in and between
Government entities to centralize MIS systems in the
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare will lead to a more
comprehensive picture of national health.

Advances in Big Data, non-sampled data characterized by
the creation of databases from electronic sources, holds the
promise of an exceptional development of new
demographic knowledge.

ntegration of conventional and real-time data

There is a need for Population censuses to be increasingly

integrated within a data ecosystem combining census
data with administrative registers, household surveys and
other new data sources. Geo-location could be used both for

data collection and analytical purposes. Big data could
complement traditional sources, but new policy
frameworks are required to ensure responsible use. Data
integration is expensive to carry out but saves money in
the long run, by reducing the incidence of error and
simplified replication.

and users

Current approaches in many developing countries are
heavily geared towards the production and processing of data.
UNFPA's evaluation of the 2010 round of censuses globally
revealed that growing support for the collection of
census data, and even measurable improvements in

dissemination, have not been matched by a growing use
of the data.

P artnerships to implement national and global

R emoving the firewall between data producers

commitments

The generation of data is largely underfunded and
uncoordinated. The 2030 Agenda points to the National
Statistics Offices (NSOs) for leadership in monitoring and
implementing the SDGs. Development partners, the
United Nations System, as well as other relevant
international organizations and multilateral institutions
are encouraged to provide technical and financial
assistance to NSOs in a coordinated fashion, as requested
by national Governments.

he way forward

The Statistical Act of 2013 has given the BBS the

mandate to collect and endorse all official statistics. To
track SDG indicators more investment and technical
assistance should be channeled for data generation,
particularly in CRVS, A stronger national leadership is
needed to:

o Bring together relevant national entities that produce Data
to do so in a way that meets the demands for monitoring
of the SDGs

e Bring together international partners to avoid duplications
in technical and financial assistance.

SOURCE: UNFPA TEAM.

“BBS can provide sufficient data
for 13 of thel7 proposed SDGs”

-- Mohammad Abul Wazed, Director General
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS)

the Director General of BBS, former

Director General of Disaster Management,
Mohammah Abul Wazed. While talking about
achieving the SDG targets he said, "As we all
know, Bangladesh is the only country to
have achieved most of the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) and BBS
started working on the SDGs even before
the agreement was signed”. As he reflected
on the lessons learnt whilst achieving the
MDGs, Mohammad Abul Wazed pointed out that
monitoring, collection of data and evidence was
only available from 2008. Even though a lot of
information was missing from the years before
that, joint efforts made by the other ministries and
partners were what helped Bangladesh perform so
well. Currently, the BBS has enough data not only
of its own but also through data mining (the
practice of examining large databases in order to
generate new information) and data collected
from surveys done by other monitoring bodies to
support the Prime Minister's vision for 2020.

He explained that of the 17 goals,
overcoming poverty will be the biggest
challenge and might not be possible but
ending extreme poverty will be possible and in
terms of gender equality he assured that the
government is working relentlessly on
inclusive development to ensure justice
and equality for adolescents, women,
disabled and the old.

When asked about the measurement of
health indicators and if there was room for
improvement, the DG stated that the National
Institute of Population Research and Training
(NIPORT) conducts the Bangladesh
Demography and Health Survey every three
years under the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare and collects data on
fertility, family planning and maternal and
child health. The gquality of data is that of
international standard and he hopes to see
more of the other ministries taking on such
initiatives in their respective fields. He went on to

I T was a rewarding experience talking to

discuss some of the in-house surveys in BBS that
are yearlong on household, income and
expenditure. Such studies include the general mass
and also vulnerable and hard to reach people in
Bangladesh. For example, with the frequency and
intensity of natural disasters increasing in
Bangladesh, the country is a victim rather than a
contributor to global warming and the government
has already started funding researches as well as
undertaking projects to address issues related to
how economically people are affected by natural
calamities, death and how these can be reduced.
As the interview came to an end,
Mohammad Abul Wazed discussed the future
initiatives saying, “The Planning Wing has
already conducted a workshop where many
ministries as well as BBS were invited to
discuss the importance of ensuring policy
coherence. It was extremely beneficial for us
and we will hopefully be doing something
similar to improving coordination amongst
ministries and ensure proper
implementation of all SDGs.”

WRITTEN BY SUPRITI SARKAR.
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Center for the Study of Genocide and Justice (CSGJ)
of the Liberation War Museum (LWM) invites
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REF: swimming pool/BATC/2016

Tender Notice 1

Sealed tenders are hereby invited from experience e
firms those who have minimum 5 (five) years experience in G|
maintaining swimming pool, water purifying machine &
maintain swimming pool of
Bangladesh Airlines Training Center (BATC) at Hazarat
Shajalal International Airport, Kurmitola, Dhaka.

Dhaka on cash payment of Tk. 1000/- (one thousand) only
(non-refundable) on all working days up to 17-05-2016
during office hours and tender will be received in the civil
section Room No. 405, 3rd Floor, Balaka, Kurmitola Dhaka o
up to 1400 hrs on 18-05-2016 and will be opened on the
same day at 1430 hrs in presence of bidders (if any). 3

Tenderers shall have to deposit the earnest money
amounting 3% (three percent) of the total quoted amount in

Biman Management reserved the right to accept or
reject any or all the tenders without assigning any reason

General Manager P&W (Actg.
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Tender document with detail information, terms & &
conditions will be available in Cash & Banking Section at A
ooy (o =), Ground Floor, Balaka, Biman Head Office, Kurmitola, ¥
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tender without which tender will not be accepted. ik
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