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Three 'robbers'
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Sensing the robbers' presence, locals,
who were guarding the area, chased
them. When the news spread, locals
surrounded the whole area and
caught three of the criminals and beat
them up, killing the trio on the spot.

Local ward councillor Nichhar
Uddin Ahmed said locals had earlier
foiled several robbery attempts.

At the police administration's
suggestion, locals divided into several
teams and started guarding the area
at night as incidents of robbery
increased recently, said the councillor.

On April 19, a restaurant in the
area was robbed, said locals.

When asked, detained Rubel said
four other detainees and he worked
as labourers at a fish market at
Karnaphuli ghat.

He along with the four went to
Beribandh area as Sagar and Russell,
who were also labourers at
Karnaphuli ghat, asked them to meet
there, said Rubel.

After they reached the spot, they
saw some unknown people there, he
added.

Sagar then told them that they
were going to rob a house, he added.
The bodies of the deceased were
sent to Chittagong Medical College

Hospital morgue for autopsies.

The five detainees were kept in
police custody for interrogation, said
police.

Venezuela
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President Nicolas Maduro had
already given most of Venezuela's 2.8
million state employees Fridays off
during April and May, to cut down on
electricity consumption.

He said Venezuela had been badly
hit by the El Nino weather phenome-
non and would return to normal
when it started raining again.

"We are requesting international
help, technical and financial aid to
help revert the situation,” he said.
"We are managing the situation in
the best possible way while we wait
for the rains to return.”

"Several countries in the region
have been affected by the drought,
caused by El Nino. But Venezuela has
the highest domestic consumption of
energy.”

The government has already
adopted a number of other measures
to try to deal with the crisis. In
February, shopping centres were told
to reduce their opening hours and
generate their own energy.

Last week, the government said it
would consider putting the clocks for-
ward by half an hour to reduce demand
for electricity in the early evening. It also
announced it was introducing power
cuts for four hours a day.

The power shortages have deepened
the country’'s serious economic crisis.
Many businessmen and opposition
politicians blame the energy crisis and
shortages of basic goods on govern-
ment economic mismanagement.

They say tough currency controls
introduced in 2003 by the late presi-
dent, Hugo Chavez, have only made
this worse.

But Venezuela's economy has also
been hit by a sharp fall in the price of
its main export, oil.

Who will now
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After a few months, Ibrahim noticed
that guardians from other villages,
like Gangopara and Telipukur, some
2 or 2.5km from Dargamaria,
brought their children to the school.

“Finally, I got 10 regular students,
mostly primary and high school
students from other villages,” he said.

Asked whether there was any
objection against the school, Ibrahim
said he did not hear of any.

Village women used to visit the
school to listen to the music. Usually,
the kids were taught Chhoragaan, and
Tagore and Nazrul songs there, he said.

Ibrahim said Prof Rezaul asked
him to practise Chhoragaan and
Sargam more than any other songs.

Noorjahan, a student of the music
school, told this correspondent that
she along with her younger sister
Nargis and eight others of Gangopara
village were very happy to go to the
music school.

I learnt a few songs there. But
now [ don't know what will happen if
the school is closed,” she said.
Noorjahan is also a class-VIII student
of Karnapara High School.

Shahjahan Ali, a TV-radio
mechanic, said, “Mukul bhai [nick
name of Prof Rezaul] wanted to help
the children explore and develop
their skills in music and tried to bring
in all the music lovers in and around
the village there.”

“Mukul bhai and I used to sit in
the school together, and he played his
sitar and I played the harmonium,”
he said.

“Now that Mukul bhai is gone, the
school will have to be closed and
there will be no entertainment for
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US with Bangladesh
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certainly doesn't matter whether you
pray to a god or you don't. You don't
deserve to be killed. It's murder. It's
wrong and it needs to stop,” she said in
an emotion-choked voice, referring to
the killing of her former protocol
assistant Xulhaz.

"There is an environment here
where people think they can get away
with it," she said, terming the murder
of Xulhaz and Tonoy a barbaric act.

Bernicat made the remarks after
meeting Home Minister Asaduzzaman
Khan Kamal at the Secretariat.

Asked about the US envoy's com-
ment that killers are getting away with
murders, Kamal said, "It was an emo-
tional statement [from Bernicat] and it
has no basis."

Police are doing their job, risking
their lives. "Such types of killings are
being committed across the globe," he
said.

Though it was a prescheduled cour-
tesy call, the killing of Xulhaz and
Tonoy and Saturday's murder of
Rajshahi University teacher Rezaul
Karim Siddiquee topped the agenda at
the meeting.

In the wake of the recent killings,
both of them stressed the need for
fighting terrorism together.

About Xulhaz, the envoy said, "He
was a beloved employee, he was a
cherished colleague.”

She said US Secretary of State John
Kerry called her on Tuesday to “offer
his personal condolences to both
Xulhaz's embassy family and his
Bangladeshi family”,

Referring to the recent murder of a
Bangladeshi couple in San Jose,
California, she said the perpetrators
would be brought to justice as her
country hates crime and doesn't sup-
portany act of violence.

No 'shortcut'
to new S Africa

president
Says defiant Zuma

AFP, Johanneshurs

Embattled South African President
Jacob Zuma yesterday appeared to rule
out resigning before his second term
ends in 2019, as protesters used the
anniversary of the country's first demo-
cratic polls to renew calls for him to
quit.

"If you're elected at one point, and
people no longer want you, humble
yourself, accept it," Zuma told thou-
sands of supporters at a rally in north-
ern Limpopo province to mark the
22nd anniversary of the election that
brought anti-apartheid icon Nelson
Mandela to power.

But Zuma also warned there could
be no "shortcuts" to a shake-up at the
top, saying any change of government
had to come through "democratic
institutions, so that we can have a
peaceful state where the will of the
majority prevails.”

“I just met with your home minister,
with the heads of your police forces.
They are our strong partners. But they
can't do this job alone, none of us can.
We all have to do it together."

Replying to a question, she said,
“We are working very hard on all of our
counter-terrorism cooperation and 1
can assure you that my government
wants to help Bangladesh."

After the 90-minute meeting, Kamal
told reporters that his ministry is going
to set up a 24/7 anti-terrorism cell to
monitor all information related to
terrorism and pass that on to relevant
law enforcement agencies as part of
efforts to curb terrorism.

The additional secretary (political)
would lead the cell and play the role of
the coordinator among all wings of
law enforcement agencies.

He urged the US ambassador to
share with the Bangladesh authorities
all the information they have.

Kamal reiterated that there is no
base of Islamic State (IS) in
Bangladesh and those who claimed
the responsibility for the murders
under the names of different organisa-
tions, such as Ansar Al Islam, are all the
same, and all of them are home-grown
terrorists.

The minister said progress has been
made in 31 such sensitive cases and
those involved in the recent murders
would be brought to book.

He said the US envoy appreciated
the progress and development
Bangladesh's police have made of late.

JMB man'
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student of political science at
Government Azizul Haque College in
Bogra.

At a press briefing in his office yes-
terday, Mohammad Asaduzzaman,
superintendent of police in Bogra, said
acting on a tip-off that some men of
the banned militant organisation were
holding a secret meeting at the house
of Momin in Kamarpara, a police team
raided there around 3:00am.

The team then arrested Momin
along with an AK-22 rifle, a foreign
pistol, four magazines and 52 bullets.
Other JMB men managed to flee.

During interrogation, Momin con-
fessed to police that the rifle was used
in the Shia mosque attack, the police
official claimed.

Momin also said JMB men used to
come to his house before the attack.
But he did not admit his involvement
in the attack or disclose the source of
the arms, the SP said.

Additional Superintendent of
police in Bogra Arifur Rahman
Mondal, who led the drive, said
Momin was produced before a court
here with a 10-day remand prayer.

The court placed him on a seven-
day remand, Arif added.

On November 26, 2015, a gang of
JMB men stormed the Shia mosque in
Haripur village in Shibganj; and
opened fire on praying people, killing
Moazzem Hossain, 70, muezzin of the
mosque, and injuring three others.
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'Employee’
found dead
at Apple HQ

REUTERS

An Apple Inc employee was found
dead in a conference room at the
company's headquarters in northern
California in what police called an
isolated incident, local media
reported yesterday.

Police responded to an emergency
call from Apple's campus in
Cupertino at about 8:35am local time
about a man with a head wound, the
San Jose Mercury News reported.

Archived dispatch audio reported
that the unidentified victim was
found in a conference room with a
gun, according to the paper.

Sergeant Andrea Urena of the
Santa Clara County Sheriff's Office
called the death an "isolated inci-
dent" and said no suspects were
being sought, the Mercury News
reported.

Apple did not immediately
respond to requests for comment.

Shafik sent
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Rahman, acting editor of Bangla daily
Amar Desh, who was also shown
arrested in the case filed over the
alleged conspiracy, the 10 said.

Therefore, Shatik needs to be kept
in jail until the investigation com-
pletes, he added.

Earlier on April 25, another Dhaka
court placed Mahmudur Rahman on
five-day remand in the case.

Plainclothes detectives arrested
Shafik at his Eskaton Road residence in
the capital on April 16. He was
remanded for five days on the same day.

Three days late, police claimed that
Shatik admitted to meeting four
people, including the three convicted
by a US court in March last year for
bribing an FBI special agent for confi-
dential information. The three are
US-Bangladesh citizen Rizve Ahmed
Caesar, former FBI special agent
Robert Lustyik and his "contact”
Johannes Thaler.

Caesar was convicted for bribing an
FBI special agent to collect information
about a Bangladeshi political figure. The
LS Justice Department did not name
the figure, but it is believed to be Joy.

According to the case statement,
Caesar's father Mohammad Ullah
Mamun, vice- president of the BNP's
cultural wing Jasas, and some top
leaders of the BNP and its allies met
in the UK, US and many places in
Bangladesh before September 2012
and conspired to abduct and kill the
PM's son who lives in the US.

In a Facebook post on March 9 last
year, Joy, information and communi-
cation technology affairs adviser to
the PM, accused BNP leaders of con-
spiring to abduct and kill him.

Shafik, who also holds British
citizenship, worked in several media
outlets, including the BBC, but came
in the limelight after becoming editor
of the weekly Jaijaidin in the 1980s.

Bring culprits to book
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“It is also essential to ensure the pro-
tection and safety of all citizens,” a
spokesperson for the EU said.

“Thorough investigations into these
killings need to take place to ensure those
responsible are brought to justice.”

EU spokesperson from Brussels said
two Bangladeshi LGBTI (lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender and intersex)
activists had brutally been murdered
in an attack in Dhaka, which also left a
policeman and a security guard
injured.

With the killings of a law student
(Nazim Uddin Samad) on April 6 and
an English professor (Prof Rezaul) on
April 23, this is already the third vio-
lent attack in Bangladesh in less than a
month, the EU statement read.

France, in a statement from Paris,
said, “These outrageous killings come
in addition to a series of murders, most
of them claimed by Daech [IS], occur-
ring in Bangladesh these last months
against civil society members, rights
defenders and representatives of reli-
gious minorities,

"The culprits must be brought to
justice."

France condemned the murders of
Prof Rezaul, Hindu priest
Paramananda Roy and the two LGBT
rights defenders, Xulhaz and Tonoy.

Australia said it wanted to see swift
investigations into the murders.

“We trust these acts will be investi-
gated swiftly and that those responsi-
ble will face justice,” Australian High
Commissioner in Dhaka Greg Wilcock
said in a statement yesterday.

He also said the victims were
respected citizens. “We offer our con-
dolences to their families, friends and
comimunities.”

The Embassy of Switzerland in
Bangladesh in a statement said the
recent killings constituted a “serious
threat” to the freedom of expression
and were grave violations of basic
human rights.

It said the freedom of expression
was deeply rooted in Bangladesh's
long-traced tradition of tolerance,
harmony and respect for human rights
-- the principles on which the country
was built.

The United Nations has also
expressed concern over the recent
murders in Bangladesh.

It called for addressing the crimes
through effective and prompt investi-
gations by law enforcement agencies.

“The UN is concerned that intoler-
ance-related violence is increasing in
Bangladesh -- just two days ago we
heard about the killing of Professor
Rezaul Karim Siddiquee of the
University of Rajshahi. In another
recent incident, two activists were
killed,” Stéphane Dujarric, spokesper-
son for the UN secretary-general, said
at a briefing at the UN headquarters on
Tuesday.

Earlier, the US, the UK, Germany,
Norway, Denmark and the UN in
Bangladesh expressed concern over the
rise in murders and violent attacks in

Bangladesh. They also called for effective
and speedy investigations into the inci-
dents to bring the perpetrators to justice.

Xulhaz, 42, and his friend Tonoy,
25, were murdered at a flat in capital’s
Kalabagan on Monday while Prof
Rezaul and Paramananda were killed
in Rajshahi and Gopalganj on April 23.
Jagannath University law student
Nazim Uddin Samad, a Gonojagoron
Mancha activist, was killed in Dhaka
on April 6.

Ershad appoints
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party's co-chairman in a bid to tighten
his control on the party.

Aggrieved by Ershad's "unilateral
decisions”, a group of P leaders, led by
presidium member Ziauddin Ahmed
Bablu, on the same day revolted
against the party chief. To put pressure
on Ershad, they declared Raushan the
party's acting chairman, JP insiders
said.

Since then, the Bablu-led group had
been opposing Quader's appointment
and was trying to make Raushan the
party's senior co-chair to reduce
Ershad's authority in the party, they
added.

While formally giving new charge to
his brother Quader, Ershad on January
20 had said he appointed Quader the
party's co-chairman as his wife and he
have become too old to run the party.

“I have taken opinions of the people
of Rangpur, the stronghold of the
party, and appointed GM Quader the
co-chairman after taking the opinions
into consideration,” he had said.

On the same day, Ershad also
removed Bablu, also secretary general
of the party.

Ershad replaced Bablu with his
loyalist Ruhul Amin Hawlader, who
was JP secretary general for 12 years
since 2002. Hawlader lost the post to
Bablu in mid-2014.

Ershad had said he made the
changes in the party's top leadership to
restore confidence among its leaders
and activists.

Religious
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through an unlocked sliding glass
door when they hadn't heard from the
Rabbi's for days.

A source told ABC7 News off-
camera they found a gruesome scene as
their bodies were found on the hard-
wood floor along with a message writ-
ten in ink reading: "Sorry, my first kill
was clumsy.”

Police have not commented on the
existence of the note, but local broad-
caster ABC7 was told about it by one of
the people who discovered the couple.

“Both victims were shot at least
once," San Jose Police Department
said in a statement.

The Rabbi's lived close to the
mosque and were devoted members.

Friends said fortunately, the cou-
ple's sons were not at home during the
murders.

Clinton, Trump

Cops claim

FROM PAGE 16

self-declared democratic socialist
senator from Vermont, even as he
has vowed to fight on until the
California primary on June 7.

"The people in every state in this
country should have the right to
determine who they want as presi-
dent and what the agenda of the
Democratic Party should be. That's
why we are in this race until the last
vote 1s cast," Sanders said in a state-
ment.

"That is why this campaign is
going to the Democratic National
Convention in Philadelphia with
as many delegates as possible to
fight for a progressive party plat-
form."

'PRESUMPTIVE NOMINEE'
Trump swept all five presidential
races held Tuesday, strengthening
his grip on the Republican race.

He demolished his rivals Ted
Cruz and John Kasich in
Connecticut, Delaware, Maryland,
Pennsylvania and Rhode Island -- a
stunning show of force by a candi-
date seen as a populist political
savior by millions despite being
loathed by the party establishment.

"I consider myself the presump-
tive nominee,” the real estate
mogul told a crowd at Trump Tower
in New York, despite still being
short of the 1,237 delegates
required to win the nomination
outright.

"As far as I'm concerned, it's
over."

Most importantly, the bombas-
tic 69-year-old extended his lead in
the all-important race for delegates
who will officially choose the
Republican nominee at the party's
convention in July.

"For weeks, the stop Trump,
dump Trump movement has tried
to puncture" his rise, James
Morone, a political science profes-
sor at Brown University, told AFD.

"Today's results overwhelmingly

tell youit's not working."

'VERY DUMB!'

Trump's triumph comes in the
heated aftermath of the revelation
that Cruz and Kasich, desperate to
prevent the frontrunner from
securing the nomination, were
teaming up to block him in future
races.

Kasich agreed to forego cam-
paigning in Indiana, a winner-take-
all state that votes on May 3 and is
the next focus in the GOP race.
Cruz will return the favor later in
New Mexico and Oregon.

But Trump slammed the alliance
as "pathetic" and ineffective.

"This joke of a deal is falling
apart, not being honored and
almost dead," Trump said on
Twitter. "Very dumb!”

BB's instant
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that the Philippine government has
been cooperating with Bangladesh
to recover the money.

Referring to the interim report
submitted by a probe body on the
heist, PM said the government was
taking multiple measures on the
basis of the report.

OFFSHORE BANKING

On the much-talked-about laun-
dering of money in the name of
offshore banking, PM said her
government has not given permis-
sion to any of the banks in the
country for offshore banking.

The government has received
information that many people
siphoned off money abroad during
the rule of the emergency govern-
ment between 2007 and 2008.

Many businessmen did so in
fear of oppression by that govern-
ment, the PM said.

She, however, added that there are
people who do business abroad but
do not bring money to the country.
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Around 10:00am, they blocked the
Dhaka-Rajshahi highway near the
campus for about half an hour
They chanted slogans against mili-
tancy during the blockade.
TEACHERS TO ABSTAIN FROM
WORK

Public university teachers across the
country will stay away from work for
three hours and stage demonstra-
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Prof Farid Uddin Ahmed, presi-
dent of Federation of Bangladesh
University Teachers Association,
said teachers will abstain from work
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black badges. They will stage dem-
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Another victim
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