THINGS TO AVOID WHEN YOU FIRST TEXT YOUR CRUSH
HOW TETING FEELS

AZMIN AZRAN

The art of meeting people has changed from when you
had to walk up to someone and find the courage to talk
to them. Nowadays, we meet people, go home, look them
up online, and then present a polished version of our-
selves to initiate contact. But people find ways to botch up
this simple process; the following advice is for them.

DON'T LET THEM KNOW YOU'RE A STALKER
Although it has become common practice to find out
every tiny detail about a person online before you
approach them, people still don't appreciate the fact that
nothing about them is any longer a secret. So, when you
first interact with someone, it's better not to mention the
fact that the timing of the message was calculated immac-
ulately so that it falls between their singing lessons and
their average dinner time on Thursdays, coinciding with
the time which is their busiest in terms of online activity.
It's good that you're using spreadsheets to pursue your
love interests, but keep that a secret. Let them tell you
things you already know about them, and react accord-

ingly.

AVOID THE TYPOS

Typos are the devil lovechild parented by fat thumbs and
spell check. We can be sympathetic of you when it comes
to typos, but if you're texting your crush for the first time,
it doesn't take too much of an effort to go through the
text and check for mistakes. Typos say that you simply
didn't care enough to avoid them. Also, “Hey soup?”
sounds like you're asking someone out for a soup date,
which is unusual in its own way, when all you wanted to
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ask was “Hey 'sup?”. If the person you're into is somewhat
of a grammar Nazi, then bad grammar is also extremely
harmful to your cause.

DON'T THROW YOURSELF AT THEM
It might take you one moment to fall in love with some-
one and plan a life full of late night discussions about the
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struggle of the proletariat, but it's extremely unlikely that
they think so too. Take the time to see if they actually like
those things, and if they don't, take the time to explore
different interests. Wait to see if the sparks are flying at all.
A conversation that begins with: “Hey” > “Hi"” > “I think
we should get married in December and have three kids”
doesn't usually have an ending,. It also tends to end
abruptly when, during your first conversation, you suggest
that you're meant to be together because you wrote their
name with colourful pencils and tacky patterns on the
back of all your notebooks from age 13 to 16.

PRESERVE YOUR SECRETS

In your excitement, you might want to tell them every tiny
detail about yourself at the first go, like your bedwetting
tendencies or that you never really stopped believing that
Liverpool is the best club in England. While sharing
secrets tells the other person that you are willing to trust
them, there remains the possibility of going too far too
soon, telling them enough things about your dark history
to drive them away. If the secrets are too bad, you might
consider hiding them for all eternity, or you can roll them
out one by one once you're closer. But to test their toler-
ance when you first talk would be a grave mistake.

In all our careful planning, we often forget to be ourselves,
and in most cases, that's all it takes. That is, unless you're
someone who can relate heavily to the quirks mentioned
in this article. Then you need to change yourself, NOW.

When he's not obsessing over football, Azmin spends his time
devising ways of not getting mugged, only to fail miserably.
Give him advice at fb.com/azminazran

The don'ts when asking a guy out

MASK

Want to seem like a modern woman in
today's dating scene? Then you'll want to do
it right, and by 'right' I mean 'not horribly
wrong'.

Don't offer to pay him money. Men
are creatures of pride. First you must wear
down his defences by throwing peanuts at
him. This will effectively emasculate him
by both reminding him of the monkey he
saw at the zoo and of his salary as a pri-
vate tutor. Then when he's at his nadir and
thinks he can't do any better than you, ask
him out.

Don't use the death of a family mem-
ber as an excuse to get close. Although
this has been shown to be largely success-
ful, he might just think you're trying to
replace said family member. This is an
easy way to get sister-zoned, daughter-
zoned, mother-zoned, grandmother-
zoned Or creepy-aunt-that-doesn't-
respect-my-privacy-zoned.

Don't follow him on the way to school
with your gang. Studies have shown that
this is more likely to scare your potential
mate. If you're still determined to use
your gang then you must dress them up
in banana costumes. There hasn't been

scared little boys so you're good to go.
Don't scribble your number and a
personalised note on each cubicle of the
guys' restroom at his school. Maybe he is
a clean-freak and is afraid to enter public
restrooms without an exorcist in accom-

paniment. [ mean, how would you know?
It's not like you've gone out with him or
anything. And if you do that, you never
any research linking banana costumes to will.

Don't write his name on your forearm
with a toothbrush and post a picture on
Facebook tagging him. Guys do not like
to be asked out online and it doesn't
speak too well for your confidence either.
Rejection online lasts forever because

failings.

Don't leave a flower at his doorstep,
then a branch, and then an entire tree.
Don't Trojan Horse your way indoors via
the tree. Don't reveal yourself at an
opportune moment once indoors then
cite an obscure law saying he has to take
you out now. Don't leave a watermelon at

there's always that one person taking
screenshots to remind you of your

his doorstep either, as they go bad in the
heat.

As long as you follow these guidelines
you can't go wrong. Just talk to him, ask
him out. After a couple of dates, if things
are going well, you might get what you
wanted and he might make lunch for
you. Don't forget to always use condi-
ments.



