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Dhaka, Delhi
to set up LPG
plant in Ctg

Target Bangladesh, northeastern
Indian markets

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka and New Delhi yesterday signed an agreement to set
up a liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) handling plant in
Chittagong to meet the growing energy demand in
Bangladesh and north-eastern India.

Indian Oil Corporation Ltd (IOCL) and Bangladesh
Petroleum Corporation (BPC) inked a memorandum of
understanding at the Radisson Blu hotel in Dhaka.

New Delhi had made the proposal for the LPC plant.

“This facility symbolises win-win partnership as it would
benefit both the countries by supplying LPG to Tripura and
the north-eastern part of India and at the same time cater to
the gas demand in Bangladesh,” Dharmendra Pradhan,
petroleum and natural gas minister of India, told reporters
after the signing of the deal.

Under the agreement, the two companies would form a
joint venture to set up the LPG plant and terminal which
would use imported gas, said Nasrul Hamid, state minister
for energy, power and mineral resources.

He said the Indian government had sought Bangladesh's
help in supplying LPG to eastern India through pipeline.

India would send a work plan on the feasibility study 3
within a week or so. The IOCL would conduct the study =
with its own money, said an official of the BPC.
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Search on for survivors

Ecuador earthquake death toll rises to 350; president Correa
says billions of dollars needed for reconstruction

"Reconstruction will cost billions
of dollars,” he also said, chatting with
victims and appearing deeply moved
as he toured the shattered town in the
OPEC nation whose economy was
already reeling from the global slump
in crude oil prices CLc1 LCOc1.

Further north, in the beach locality
of Pedernales, survivors curled up on
mattresses or plastic chairs next to
flattened homes. Soldiers and police
patrolled the hot, dark streets over-
night while pockets of rescue workers
plowed on.

At one point, firefighters entered a
partially destroyed house to search for
three children and a man apparently

REUTERS, Pedernales/portoviejo

The death toll from Ecuador's worst
earthquake in decades rose to 350 yester-
day while traumatised survivors rested
amid the rubble of their homes and
rescuers dug for survivors in the Andean
nation's shattered coastal region.

At least 2,068 people were also
injured in Saturday's 7.8 magnitude
quake, which ripped apart buildings
and roads and knocked out power.

Giving the new tally of fatalities
from the city of Portoviejo inside the
disaster zone, President Rafael Correa
told Reuters he feared the number
would rise even further.

trapped inside, as a crowd of 40 gath-
ered in the darkness to watch.

"My little cousins are inside.
Before, there were noises, screams. We
must find them, " pleaded Isaac, 18, as
the firemen combed the debris.

Tents sprang up in the town's still-
intact stadium to store bodies, treat the
injured, and distribute water, food, and
blankets. Survivors wandered around
with bruised limbs and bandaged cuts,
while those with more serious injuries
were evacuated to hospitals.

While the full extent of the damage
remains unclear, the disaster is dread-
ful news for Ecuador's economy,
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Picture showing the destruction in Manta, Ecuador, a day after a powerful 7.8-magnitude quake hit the country.

MIGRANT CRISIS

400 feared drowned

in Mediterranean

INDEPENDENT.CO.UK from Egypt to Europe.

Hundreds of refugees are feared to have
drowned in the Mediterranean Sea after
their boats capsized.

[taly's President, Sergio Mattarella, said
there seemed to have been "yet another
tragedy in the Mediterranean”.

His comments followed a report by BBC
Arabic quoting the Somali ambassador to
Europe that 400 people had died crossing

tweeted in response to the news.

or Greek officials.

Reports said the refugees were fleeing to
Italy from Somalia, Ethiopia and Eritrea in four
boats which were ill-equipped for the journey.

"2016, the Mediterranean is a mass
grave," Médecins Sans Frontiéres (MSF)

The original flurry of reports have, how-
ever, yet to be confirmed by either Egyptian
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TONU MURDER

HC drops writ
petition for
judicial probe

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday
dropped from its hearing
list a writ petition filed
seeking its order for hold-
ing a judicial enquiry into
the killing of Sohagi Jahan
Tonu.

The bench of Justice
Naima Haider and Justice
Razik-Al-Jalil dropped it as
an investigation into the
case was going on, Eunus
Ali Akond, the petitioner
and also the lawyer, told
The Daily Star,
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To get a respite from the sweltering heat, children play in a lake at the capital's Suhrawardy Udyan. The photo was taken yesterday afternoon.

PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN

Koh-i-Noor given
to Britain: India

AFP, New Delhi

A priceless diamond that is part of the Queen
Mother's Crown was given to Britain and not sto-
len, India's government yesterday told the Supreme
Court, which is hearing a suit seeking its return.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

T IR FIEEE
FF -5, BI

/8 AT /7B, AW GrewlE (07 o), BIFl
e - T AT/ A/ FNE- 53 /20 3¢ -0/

G NS T waa el

e TFAETE, Ter@s T = |
qET 0S|

G S8 ad 68 ad

Tigfere a@srer 4ifers 2309 |

=1 - 1- ]

TRl |
Yoot /205438 SIfFY, (@ $de90 WHF |
yo/ok /203432 SifEFd, (@& Y3200 THH |

ad  ad oo

T PRI SAETH, TG NLEET-53, BT |

’

obrfo¢ /205432 Bifad, T ¢so0 LS 24T |
9 FAFATET ST, T TL-5, /8 G 25w, Il Breda (oF wen),

'My freedom
of speech

at stake'

Says Imran H Sarker
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Imran H Sarker, spokesper-
son for Gonojagoron
Mancha, yesterday said his
freedom of speech is at stake
but he would continue to
raise voice against injustice.

“It seems my freedom of
speech is now at stake since |
speak about respect for
freedom of speech and
dissent. What a terrible
situation this is!” Imran
wrote in a Facebook post
yesterday.

His comments came a
day after Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's son Sajeeb
Wazed Joy criticised him for
condemning the arrest and
the police remand of senior
journalist Shafik Rehman
on Saturday.

In a Facebook post on
Saturday night, Imran said
the arrest of a veteran jour-
nalist on “hollow allega-
tions"” is frustrating.

The following day, Joy
wrote in his Facebook post,
“...However, I am surprised
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JEWELLERY SHOP ROBBERY
2 killed in
'shootout

in Ctg

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg

Two alleged robbers were
killed in a "gunfight" with
Rapid Action Battalion in
Mirsarai upazila of
Chittagong early yesterday.

The dead are Kamrul
Hasan, 41, of West
Shewrapara in the capital,
and Yakub Ali, 34, of
Mothbaria upazila in
Pirojpur.

The deceased were
involved in the robbery of
Shamim Jewellery shop in
Baroiarhat Bazar of the
upazila on February 26, said
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