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Cherishing Tradition

A dancer, researcher, and cultural activist, Lubna Marium has a portfolio that will amaze anyone; even the most qualified of people. She
is the General Secretary and Artistic Director of “Shadhona — A Centre for Advancement of South Asian Culture.” She actively participates
in activities of various cultural organizations, and is also a member of the International Federation for Theatre Research and a partner

of the Indo-Bangla Cultural Initiative. She is one of the most respected individuals in the cultural arena of Bangladesh and South Asia,
and Star Showbiz is humbled to have her contributions as a columnist in our weekly feature.

LUBNA MARIUM

Boishakh brings with it the scent of new
beginnings and of renewed hope. So
what better time to start reflecting, start
'gazing', on the multifarious cultural
practices of this land that we live in?
The entire enterprise of the 'gaze' has
excited theorist for years. To gaze is to
'look steadily and intently at something,
especially at that which excites admira-
tion, curiosity, or interest'. This mun-
dane description becomes dynamic as
soon as we acknowledge the fact that the
'gazer’ is also 'gazed back at'. It has been
said that 'the most powerful human
forces are found in the meeting of the
face and the gaze. Only there do we exist
for one another. In the gaze of the other,
we become, and in our own gaze others
become. “Boishakh begins with an
'utshob’, a celebration. But then, what
are celebrations?”

Tagore very eloquently states, 'A cele-
bration is that time when, through a
meeting of spirits, we acknowledge an
undivided Truth, the very same Truth that
we disregard in everyday life due to the
distractions of greed and desire'.
Celebrations are threshold spaces; neither
here nor there, just 'in-between'. Very
interesting spaces, these - spaces of unlim-
ited freedom. These are spaces that allow
us to discard greed; allow us to be what-
ever we dare to be. And, very readily, we
cast aside the structures of identity and
become one - a people enjoined by cul-
tural practices.

Lest we forget, this celebration has
come down to us through enormous
struggle. A couple of generations battled,
on the streets, for their right to cultural
freedom, culminating in the glorious
Liberation War of 1971.
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But, today, forty-five years down the
lane, we need to 'gaze' at our gains and
losses. Yes, cultural practices have
enabled us, as a nation, to fairly success-
fully thwart radicalization and fundamen-
talism, but we cannot deny the fact that
we stand on fragile ground, made more
fragile by politics and greed. How does
one, then, resurrect ethics and morality?

'‘Moral knowledge...is not simply intel-
lectual grasp of propositions; it is not
even simply intellectual grasp of particu-
lar facts...It is seeing a complex, concrete
reality in a highly lucid and richly respon-
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sive way; it is taking in what is there, with

imagination and feeling '. That the pur-
suit of the arts enhances the capacity to

imagine has been accepted by one and all.

The faculty of imagination, in turn,
empowers moral reasoning. How fortu-
itous that Bangladesh has an in-built
history of the public pursuit of arts
through our secular festivals. When the

world is searching for ways and means to

inculcate cultural intervention within

public spheres, we in Bangladesh already
possess the resources to do so. This is the

time to cherish it and strengthen it.

We often hear the new generation
lamenting the fact that they were not part
of the liberation war in 1971. I would like
to tell them, they are now part of an even
tougher war for freedom - freedom to
think, freedom to choose, freedom to
dissent.

Today, let us, therefore, celebrate our
gains and through this celebration dimin-
ish our losses.

'‘Shubho Noboborsho 1423!'

The author is a Dancer, Researcher
and Cultural Activist

COMING SOON

Men & Chicken is a darkly hilarious
slapstick comedy starring Mads
Mikkelsen ("Hannibal") about a pair
of socially-challenged siblings who
discover they are adopted half-
brothers in their late father's video-
taped will. Their journey in search of
their true father takes them to the
small, insular Danish island of Ork,
where they stumble upon three addi-
tional half-brothers-each also sporting
hereditary cleft lip and lunatic tenden-
cies-living in a dilapidated mansion
overrun by barn animals. Initially
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unwelcomed by their newfound kin,
the two visitors stubbornly wear them
down until they're reluctantly invited
to stay. As the misfit bunch get to
know each other, they unwittingly
uncover a deep family secret that
ultimately binds them together.

Men & Chicken is a 2015 Danish
comedy film directed by Anders
Thomas Jensen. It was shown in the
Vanguard section of the 2015
Toronto International Film Festival,
but it will have its U.S. debut on
22nd of April, 2016.



