ELORA SHEHABUDDIN

April 15, 2016, marked the first
death anniversary of Ambassador
K.M. Shehabuddin. The first
Bengali diplomat, along with his
colleague Amjadul Hugq, to
declare allegiance to the new
nation of Bangladesh, on April 6,
1971 in New Delhi, Shehabuddin
was posthumously given the
Independence Award in Dhaka

last month.
H few paragraphs the memo-
ries and emotions and love
of a shared lifetime? Friends who
have also suffered a deep loss have
spoken to us about vignettes, “movie
clips” if you will, that will carry us
into the future. It is to those memo-
ries that my mother, my three sisters,
and I return time and again. The clips
are often quite different—my youngest
sister was born 16 years after I
was—Dbut the love, warmth, and sup-
port we received from our father, Papa,
Abbu, was constant.

My parents were in Islamabad at
the Pakistan Foreign Service head-
quarters, waiting to be sent out on
their first overseas posting, when I
was born. More significantly, I was
born on March 26, which in three
years would mark the birth of our na-
tion. I have very hazy memories of
New Delhi, a hastily canceled birth-
day party, relatives who came across
the border and stayed with us, and
the new red, green, and goldflag in
the garden.

From Delhi, our parents, my youn-
ger sister Farah, and I went to Paris.
My father, who had studied history
at Dhaka University, was imbued
with an infectious love of life, travel,
and good food. That meant we
learned not only about the capital
cities in which he was stationed but
we were able to explore and appreci-
ate surrounding sites, cities, and his-
tories. In those early years in Paris, he
drove us everywhere, from Salzburg
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to London, in his white VW Beetle,
He filled those trips by telling us
which king, queen, or artist did what
to whom and where, and by singing
along with us our newly-learned
French songs.

From Paris we moved to Beirut,
which Farah and I absolutely loved,
because it was beautiful and the
food was delicious,and also—I have
to confess—because, with the civil
war underway, we could not and did
not attend school regularly. We were
too young to appreciate the dangers
and concerns that preoccupied our
parents. At night, when the fighting
got loud and scary, we would sit in
the dark and Abbu would regale us
with more historical tales. When he fi-
nally closed down the embassy in
Beirut and moved to Dhaka—for
Farah and me, our first time actually
living in Bangladesh—he brought
that same enthusiasm to showing us

around Dhaka and, on most school
vacations, our home district of
Chittagong, and everything in be-
tween. He wanted us to love his vil-
lage, where he had spent so much of
his childhood, as much as he did,
and to remember, always, that that
was our bari, our place of origin. |
have joyous memories of freely walk-
ing around the village and the fields
surrounding it with cousins, of visit-
ing and eating with relatives even
though I didn't always know how ex-
actly we were related. We saw several
of these long-lost cousins again when
we took Abbu back to the village for
his janaza, as he had requested, and
were grateful for those happy memo-
ries. During that sorrowful trip, we
were also overwhelmed by our con-
versations with the many men and
women who told us, as they lined up
to pay their respects to our father,
how our parents had quietly helped
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them in so many ways over the years.
With his older brother his only
sibling, my father had grown up in
an unusually small family for his
generation and he and my uncle
were very close to their mother.
Perhaps as a result, he was ex-
tremely sensitive to the needs of
women around him, even more so
of course when he was eventually
outnumbered 5 to 1 at home! He
would be the first to recognise that
he couldn't have walked out of the
Pakistan High Commission in April
1971 without the support and en-
couragement of our mother. Every
time he was transferred to a new
country, they would worry about
what educational opportunities
would be available for “the
girls."When the time came, they lis-
tened politely to relatives and friends
concerned about the impropriety
and dangers in sending me, then a
teenager, from Warsaw (which in the
1980s had no English-language
schools beyond the 8th grade) to
boarding school in England, and

later to college in the US, but they
did what they were confident was
right, As we grew up, he took im-
mense pride in his four daughters' ac-
complishments and comforted us
through our disappointments.

When I got married (to a historian
from Lebanon/Palestine!) and had
children, my father was delighted to
have a son-in-law and another man in
the house. And he adored his grand-
children. “What do they like to
eat?” "What shall I get them from the
market?” “"How are they doing at
school?” When they were still babies,
he sang them his one lullaby. It was
one with which he had comforted all
four of us as well as many of our cous-
ins, the Chatgayya song "Do, do, Lalar
ma..." My son memorised the song as
a toddler (so often had he heard it?!)
but would ignore all our pleas and in-
sist on singing it only for his Nana.

From across the seas, my father
continued to worry about me, his
eldest, and how I was juggling
home, family, teaching, and writ-

ing, He asked me about my current
book project every time we spoke,
to the point that I would be careful
to call only after I'd had a produc-
tive writing spell. Last April, I'd
been busy with the usual end-of-
semester madness and had not
spent as much time on the book,
but I did call him for his birthday.
He was in a really good mood,
cheered by the attention and com-
pany organised by my younger sis-
ters in Dhaka. Just a few days later, he
left usall without warning,

I now look at the next genera-
tion—his grandchildren, my chil-
dren—and am grateful that he got
to spend time with them every sum-
met. And I take comfort in the
knowledge that they carry bits of
him in them and will, I hope, grow
up with his best qualities of love,
compassion, integrity, generosity,
and humility.

The writer is Associate Professor of
Humanities and Political Science at Rice
University.
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* Experience in development management
will be considered as an added qualification

Special Features:

Duration : 16 months

Evening and Weekend Classes, Small Size of
Class and Individual Attention, Teaching by
Seminars, Thesis Writing, Field Trips,
Availability of Scholarships/Assistantships

INDEPENDENT UNIVERSITY, BANGLADESH (IUB)

For further Information, contact :

» State, Market, Civil Society/NGO, Human
Rights, Education, Environment, Population,
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* Gender Issues and Development
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Introducing the country’s first international
Masters of Science in Climate Change and Development
Independent University, Bangladesh

Climate Change and Sustainable Management
Hazard and Vulnerability Analysis
Climate Change and Disaster Management

Duration : 12 months
Classes: weekends

Generous Scholarships, up to 100% tuition waiver

Credit transfer to North American, Canadian,

Australian, British and other overseas universities

Thesis is optional for GPA over 3.5

e Experienced and highly trained full time Faculty
members mostly Ph.D’s from renowned National
and International universities

o Career Development opportunities from UN
agencies; government organizations, private NGOs,
Int. Research Institutes as Environmental and
disaster Manager/Analyst/Consultant.

¢ Field trips to the country’s environmentally

vulnerable areas
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¢ Flood Mitigation and Management
» GIS Techniques

e Urbanization and Climate Change

International Centre for Climate Change and
Development (ICCCAD)

Integrated Protected Area Co-Management (IPAC)
INSPIRE, British Council
HECUA: Higher Education Consortium for

Urban Affairs

Application deadline:Wednesday 20 April, 2016
Admission test:Wednesday 27 April, 2016
Classes begin: Friday 6 May, 2016

Master’s or Four—year Bachelor’s
Degree in any discipline
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Undergraduate Degree
Programs Offered

* Accounting * Finance

* Marketing » Management

* Management Information Systems (MIS)
* [nternational Business (I1B)

* Human Resources Management (HRM)
* [Investment Management

* B.Sc. in Economics

Science (B.Sc.)

« Computer Science & Engineering

» Computer Science
e Computer Engineering

» Electrical & Electronic Engineering
e Electronic & Telecommunication

Engineering

* B.Sc. (Hons.) in Mathematics
e B.Sc. (Hons.) in Physics

School of Environmental Science &

Management (B.Sc.)

* Environmental Management

» Environmental Science
* Population Environment

* Anthropology

* Sociology * English Literature
e English Language Teaching (ELT)
» Bachelor of Laws (LLEB Hons.)

School of Life Sciences (B.Sc.
* Microbiology = Biochemistry

School of Business (BBA, B.Sc.)

School of Engineering & Computer

School of Liberal Arts & Social
Sciences (BSS, BA, LLB)

* Media & Communication
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U ndergrduate Admissi

Application Eligibility

¢+ Combined GPA of 8.0in S.5.C and
H.S.C with minimum 3.5 in each
¢+ Minimum GPA 2.5 in five subjects in
O-levels and GPA 2.0 in two subjects in A-levels
+ For further information please visit website:
www.iub.edu.bd
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New major offered :

B.Sc. (Hons.) in
Physics

100% scholarship with
free board & lodging will
be provided to meritorious
underprivileged FEMALE

students from outside Dhaka

provided by Shaheed
Khalek & Major Salek Bir
Uttam Trust

Scholarship and Financial Aid

+ |UB offers scholarships over Tk. 8 crores per year A e Datner
for meritorious & needy students. _ | ' S—
¢+ Upto 100% Financial aid based on performance in st loet] el aues 2
IUB and financial need. cisco |l s
- | Member
Apply Online : | The Association to Advance
~ www.iub.edu.bd/admission | C“““'““‘-‘Z’:E‘EE‘E‘E“- L8
4 Help desk available at IUB

 ADMISSION TEST
Tuesday, 19 April 2016 at 10:30 am_

LAST DATE FOR APPLICATIONS

Monday, 18 April 2016 till 2:00 pm

CLASSES COMMENCE

Sunday, 8 May 2016

\ Top 5% scorers 4
< in admission test
will get 100%
scholarship
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Admissions & Financial Aid Office (Ground Floor), Plot-16, Block-B, Bashundhara R/A, Dhaka-1212.

Tel: 8431645-53, 8432065-76 Ext-1354, 1355 Fax: 8431991 Cell: 01780 185006 e-mail: admission@iub.edu.bd



