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The Fight for Tonu

People from all walks of life have again
shown a great example of unity in
favour of justice and of creating a
society free of discrimination. Different
types of immoral acts are taking place
regularly in our society. It is really
appreciable that people are raising their
voices against injustice. We never want
to see the news of such heinous acts.
We all want to live in peace. We hope
we will get proper judgement for what
happened to Tonu. Thanks to the Star
Weekend for articles titled The Fight for
Tonu and Of Rape and Selective
Outrage published on April 1, 2016.
Rabiul Hassan Ripon

Badda, Dhaka
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Beauty and the beast: In an Amazonian rain

forest butterflies rest on a giant anaconda.

The Grandeur of Baliati

| would like to thank the writer of the article
titled “The Grandeur of Baliati” published in
the star weekend on April 1, 2016. The writer
told us about our glorious history by showing
the rich heritage of our ancestors. But to
speak the truth, naturally people do not
evaluate what is available at their hand. As
the great poet Rabindranath Tagore said, 'l
went to see the ocean but | did not see the
beauty of dew drop at the top of the tender
leaf glistening in the morning sun just beside
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my home.' Our country is full of many
ancient heritage sites which are no less
precious and exquisite than the relics found in
Mesopotamia, Greece or Egypt. | think this is
why our historical architectures attract a lot of
visitors including foreigners from different
countries. | appreciate the writer's perspective
to preserve the heritage with proper
maintenance and also his appeal to arrange
appropriate refreshment facilities for the
visitors. Despite of maintenance, refreshment
facilities is really very necessary to attract
visitors to these heritage sites. | totally agree
with him that if these facilities are ensured,
Baliati palace will be a great place for
learning, recreation and entertainment.
Enamul Hassan

Madaninagar, Naryanganj
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Jaago Bangladeshi Jaago

The spotlight article titled Jaago Bangladeshi Jaago (published on March 25,
2016) was an informative piece that gives an important insight on our great
liberation war and the newly born Bangladesh's constitution. The writer discussed
it very well as to how the four tenets of our constitution were altered time and
again from its original formation adopted in 1972. An independent and sovereign
Bangladesh is the culmination of the nine months' long struggle that cost 3
million lives and the chastity of two hundred thousand women. However, after 45
years of our independence as a nation, how much liberated and successful we
have become, still remains a significant question. Looking back at the historical
development of Bangladesh, it is quite evident that we have deviated from the
spirit of the liberation war and digressed from the constitutional tenets repeatedly.
We, the young generation that didn't see our liberation war and one of the most
gruesome genocides in history, should read more on the authentic history of
1971 and also be patriotic with the spirit of it. The Star Weekend deserves a big
hand for this wonderful cover story.

Samiul Raijul

North South University, Dhaka

| #JusticeForTonu |

n ancient Rome, there was a king called

Sextus Turquinus. The all powerful, self

indulgent king fell in love with the
beautiful wife of one of his courtiers.
However, the beautiful woman named
Lucretia refused Sextus. The king, enraged

by the rejection, raped Lucretia for revenge.

Being raped and seeing no hope of justice,
Lucretia committed suicide.

A nephew of Sextus revealed the actual
reason behind Lucretia's death to the
public. Agitated Romans took to the street
in thousands and organised a full scale
revolt against the decadent King. Thus the
kingdom of Rome, where the King was
worshipped like God, was ousted and the
Roman republic was established. This epic
incident of how the common people of
ancient Rome sought justice for Lucretia
and finally established their own rule over
the Roman Empire by expelling unjust
authority has been portrayed in
Shakespeare's classic poem “The Rape of
Lucrece”.

After several millennia and thousands of
miles away from Rome, Bangladesh is
burning with the same agitation. On March
20, 19-year-old Sohagi Jahan Tonu was
raped and killed. Her lifeless, mutilated
body was found in the Mainamati
cantonment area. The tragic death of Tonu,
a bright student of Comilla Victoria

Government College and a cultural activist,

infuriated the whole nation.

While people's upheaval demanding
justice for Tonu was gaining strength,
some curious incidents have pushed this
case into further darkness. According to a
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report of The Daily Star dated March 21,
the first autopsy of Tonu was performed on
the day after Tonu was murdered.
However, the findings of the first autopsy
was published on April 4 only to say that
no evidence of rape was found on Tonu's
body and the cause of death could not be
identified.

Nonetheless the court ordered to
exhume Tonu's body and to perform a
second autopsy only seven days after the

first autopsy was performed. Then Tonu's
body was exhumed and was sent to the
morgue of Comilla Medical College for
the second autopsy. However, the report
of the second autopsy has not been
published yet (till April 4, 2016).

Why did the investigators feel that a
second autopsy was needed at the time
when the report of the first autopsy was
not even published, what were the lapses
of the first autopsy, who made those
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mistakes and why — these questions need
to be answered for a transparent and
successful investigation.

Meanwhile curious things happened
at the site where Tonu's body was found.
After his visit to the spot, chairman of
National Human Rights Commission
Professor Dr Mizanur Rahman said that
the place where Tonu's body was found
has been cleared. He added that in the
first photo of the place — he saw grass
and bushes. However, when he visited
the area on March 31, 2016 he saw the
place was cleared completely (The Daily
Prothom Alo, March 31, 2016). While
these mysterious incidents are taking
place, investigators have not made any
headway in their probe and not a single
suspect has been arrested even after
thirteen days of the murder.

Now justice for Tonu is a popular
demand. After days of countrywide protest
by students and common people, different
political organisations have also come
forward to join the movement. But some
of them portray different tones. While
people were demanding justice and arrest
of the perpetrators, some organisations
such as Gonojagoron Moncho, which
joined the protest two days after the
countrywide procession, have explicitly
blamed Bangladesh army for this crime
during its gathering at the Shaheed Minar
on April 1, 2016.

During Moncho's protest in the
capital's Shahbagh area, its workers also
blocked the car of a high ranking officials
of the Bangladesh army and glued protest
posters to the vehicle. If these activists of
Gonojagoron Moncho have any strong
evidence regarding this heinous crime,
they should produce it before the nation
and also before the investigators.
However, if their claim is just based on
suspicion, they should keep in mind that
popularising such random blame can also
affect the course of investigation and
proper trial of the crime.

Although there are clear symptoms that
some vested quarters are trying to
manipulate the course of the investigation
and justice, Bangladeshis like the ancient
Romans, have got their message. People
en masse have become united and have
come forward with only one demand; try
and punish the criminals, whoever they
are, and put an end to such violence and
social injustice against women.

Prevention of crime and ensuring
justice to the victim is the state's most
basic obligation. If the state fails to ensure
justice, it is a matter of time that the
outraged and oppressed people will find
their own alternative ways of establishing
rights which often comes at the cost of
peace, progress and normalcy. &
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