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Saarc agriculture ministers meet Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina following the 3rd Meeting of Saarc Ministers of

Agriculture at a city hotel yesterday.

2 wives, daughter of
man burnt with acid

STAFF CORRESPOMNDENT

A garment worker along with her
daughter and one of her husband's
wives suffered burns in an acid attack
by two criminals allegedly hired by her
husband at Rupnagar in the capital's
Mirpur yesterday.

The garment worker, Mahfuza Atker
Subarna, 30, is undergoing treatment
at the burn unit of Dhaka Medical
College Hospital. Her daughter
Sanjida Sultana Rima and her hus-
band's wife Nilufar Begum took treat-
ment there,

Mahfuza alleged her husband Suruj

Alam Khan, a worker of a dairy factory
in Mirpur, had been torturing her for
several years.

Around 6:00am yesterday, her hus-
band woke her up, saying two men
from her village came to visit, Mahfuza
said.

"Waking up, I saw two men stand-
ing beside my husband. One of them
wore a mask, but there were two pack-
ets in their hands. When 1 told my
husband that I did not know them,
one of them threw something at me. [
felt like burning," Mahfuza said.

Sanjida and Nilufar, who were
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Sir Abed gets
award from
Michigan
University

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Sir Fazle Hasan
Abed, founder
and chairperson
of Brac, has
received the
Thomas Francis
Jr Medal in
Global Public
Health award
from the
University of Michigan.

Mark Schlissel, president of the
university, presented the medal to the
development activist at a ceremony at
the Ross School of Business on
Wednesday, a Brac statement said.

Sir Abed was recognised for his
work to ensure a healthier future for
people living in poverty worldwide.

The medal, periodically awarded
to a global leader whose work
addresses the most pressing global
health challenges, honours the legacy
of the University of Michigan epide-
miologist who mentored Dr Jonas
Salk in his development of the polio
vaccine.

“It is indeed a great honour to
receive the Thomas Francis Jr Medal
in Global Public Health," said Sir
Abed at the award ceremony.

“It gives me tremendous pleasure
and I thank the University of
Michigan for bestowing this presti-
gious award on me,” he added.

In a statement, the 80-year-old,
who was knighted by the Queen in
2010, also said there is much excite-
ment today about the potential of new
technology to end human poverty.

“This can make us forget that
many solutions already exist. We can
reach millions more today by focus-
ing less on 'what' and more on
‘how'.”

The Brac, the world's largest non-
governmental organisation in terms
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50pc cost hike
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projects like the BRT and Metro Rail,
the Bridges Division has suddenly
come up with a rather ambitious
project to construct four subways.
The initial cost of two of them has
been set at over $8.1 billion.

The subway project is not even on
the list of next 20 years' revised stra-
tegic transport plan.

An official of the road transport
ministry said all these projects were
taken up without proper study. As a
result, they get little or no attention,
causing delay in their implementa-
tion.

The Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) line-
3, part of the Greater Dhaka
Sustainable Urban Transport
Project, will be jointly funded by the
government, the Asian Development
Bank, the French Agency for
Development (AFD) and the Global
Environment Facility.

Once in operation, the route will
facilitate movement of 40,000 peo-
ple between Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport in Dhaka and
Gazipurevery hour.

The design and the operation
plan were finalised in December last
year.,

Ten international companies --
mostly from China, Korea and India
-- submitted bids for the construc-
tion job. The documents were sent to
the ADB headquarters in Manila, the
capital of the Philippines, for evaluat-
ing the companies’ eligibility.

The authorities in Dhaka expect
to get back the documents with
suggestions within two weeks, new
Project Director AQM Ekram Ullah
said on Wednesday.

"Once we get them [the docu-
ments], we will open the financial
offers of the bidders,” he said.

They will then select an eligible
bidder and send the proposal to the
cabinet committee on purchase for
approval. The process is likely to
take a couple of weeks from now.

Once the purchase committee
approves the proposal, a work order
will be issued to the lowest bidder.

[t depends on the ADB and the

purchase committee as to when the
construction work will begin, said
Afil Uddin, the immediate past pro-
ject director. "We hope we will be
able to start the construction in
June.”

But the new project chief said that
it might not be possible, but that
they would begin it "as early as pos-
sible”.

The project work was supposed to
begin in December 2014 and end
this year. The revised deadline is
2018.

The BRT project will have six
flyovers, four and a half kilometres
of elevated road, 141 connecting
roads, 12km drains, and a new 12-
lane bridge in Tongi. The flyovers
will be built at the airport crossing,
Uttara Jasimuddin Road, Kunia, Board
Bazar, Vogra, and Chourasta in
Gazipur.

Under the plan, the Dhaka Bus
Rapid Transit Company Limited, a
government entity, will operate 120
articulated buses on the route. The
buses will run between the stops
every 30 seconds.

The BRT project is expected to
improve connectivity between
Dhaka and Gazipur and cut down
travel time by at least half. There will
be direct buses apart from those that
will connect all the points between

Dhaka and Gazipur. Depending on the
services, the travel time will be 40
minutes to an hour, which now takes at
least two hours by public transport.

The second phase of the BRT line-
3 will stretch from the airport to
Jhilmil in Keraniganj. The World
Bank has already financed the
designing of the proposed 22km
stretch.

“The design has already been
completed. Now a discussion is
going on with the global lender on
the funding of the project,” said an
official of the project.

The government also plans to
introduce such fast bus lanes in
Manikganj, Gazipur, Narayanganj,
Munshiganj and Narsingdi as per the
draft of the BRT Act-2016 approved
by the cabinet last month.

Cameron profited
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Downing Street staffers initially said that
it was a "private matter” whether or not
Cameron had benefited from the fund.
It later issued a series of statements
denying the prime minister currently
benefited from offshore funds, or
stood to do so in the future. Though,
despite the clarifications, a number of
questions still remained.

Labour has condemned the way infor-
mation about Cameron's financial
affairs was revealed with "drip, drip”
statements, and the revelations will
raise questions about why Cameron
did not admit to personally profiting
until five days after the Panama Papers
were leaked.

But in an interview with ITV News, he
insisted that it was a "fundamental
misconception” that Blairmore
Holdings, set up by his father lan
Cameron the 1980s and run from the
Bahamas, was set up to avoid tax. He
said his father was being "unfairly
written about".

He said that his and Samantha
Cameron's profit from the scheme was
"subject to all the UK taxes in the nor-
mal ways".

Number 10 said Mrand Mrs Cameron
bought their holding in April 1997 for
£12,497 and sold it in January 2010 for
£31,500.

"l paid income tax on the dividends,
but there was a profit on it but it was less
than the capital gains tax allowance, so
I didn't pay capital gains tax, but it was
subject to all the UK taxes in all the
normal ways," Mr Cameron told ITV.

"So I want to be as clear as I can about
the past, about the present, about the
future, because frankly, I don't have
anything to hide.

"I'm proud of my dad and what he did
and the business he established and all
therest of it.

"I can't bear to see his name being
dragged through the mud, as you can
see, and for my own, I chose to take a
different path from my father, grand-
father and great-grandfather, who
were all stockbrokers, and I've got
nothing to hide in my arrangements
and I'm very happy to answer ques-
tions about it."

'INFORMATION PRODUCT

Putin, speaking live on TV, said Russia's
Western opponents "are worried by the
unity and solidarity of the Russian
nation... and that is why they are

attempting to rock us from within, to
make us more obedient".

He said that because they could not
find Putin in the Panama papers "they've
made an information product”.

"They've found a few of my acquain-
tances and friends... and scraped up
something from there and stuck it
together.”

The papers name Putin's long-time
friend and godfather to his daughter, the
cellist Sergei Roldugin, as the owner of
two offshore firms, International
Media Overseas and Sonnette
Overseas.

According to the papers, the firms
were involved ina number of suspicious
deals, including one in which
International Media Overseas received
a loan of $6m in 2007, which was writ-
ten off three months later for just $1.

Putin said he was proud of people like
Roldugin who he said had spent nearly
all the money he had earned on musi-
cal instruments and donating money
to state institutions.

AMERICANS IN PANAMA PAPERS

The names of hundreds of Americans
have surfaced in the Panama Papers,
including a handful of US business-
men accused or convicted by US
authorities for ties to financial crimes
or Ponzi schemes.

Some appear to be retirees purchas-
ing real estate in places like Costa Rica
and Panama, according to the consor-
tium. But there are at least a few
Americans in the leaked files who
have faced charges for serious finan-
cial crimes in the US.

Here are some of the Americans who
have been charged or convicted of
financial crimes that have surfaced in
the massive data leak, according to the
media consortium. Their identities
were first reported by McClatchy
Newspapers.

Benjamin Wey, a Wall Street financier,
was charged in September with securi-
ties fraud, wire fraud, conspiracy and
money laundering for using family

members to help him stealthily amass
ownership of larger blocks of stock in
companies through so-called “reverse
merger’ transactions between Chinese
companies and US shell companies.

Igor Olenicoff, the Russian-born
billionaire and commercial real estate
mogul, was listed as a shareholder of
Olen Oil Management Limited in the
leaked data. He was sentenced in 2007
to two years of probation for tax eva-
sion.

Robert Miracle was sentenced in 2011
to 13 years in prison and three years of
supervised release for mail fraud and
tax evasion for his partin a $65 million
Ponzi scheme involving an Indonesia
oilfield.

John Michael “Red" Crim was con-
victed in Philadelphia in 2008, along
with two associates, for being part of a
plot in which he recruited investors to
use phony trusts to cheat the IRS out of
$10 million in revenue.

GENEVA PROBE

Swiss banks must clamp down on money
laundering, the country's financial
watchdog said yesterday as the Geneva
prosecutor opened a criminal probe
following the massive document leak.

"Do 1 think we are where we should be
in fighting misuse in the financial sys-
tem? No," FINMA Chief Executive
Mark Branson told Reuters following
its annual news conference.

"We think in some ways the risks in
Switzerland have risen, not fallen, and
that there is more that can be done. We
don't want to see large scandals involv-
ing Swiss banks.”

Switzerland is the world's biggest
international wealth management
centre with around $2.5 trillion in
assets and has taken on more wealth of
late from emerging markets, from
which it is harder determine the origin
of assets, Branson said.

Branches of Swiss lenders including
UBS and Credit Suisse were mentioned
in the leaked documents as being
among the main banks that requested
oftshore companies for clients. Both
banks have denied wrongdoing in
connection with the practice.

[From AFP, Reuters, BBC, USA Today,
Independent.co.uk]|

Their worst fear comes true
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Nazim's safety, and he had repeatedly
asked his younger brother to stop writing
about religion on Facebook.

Shamimuddin said Nazim deacti-
vated his Facebook account for a while
following insistence from him and the
other two brothers.

Last year, four online activists and a
publisher were brutally killed because of
theirsecular writings and views.

Nazim's Facebook timeline shows he
openly criticised religious bigotry in his
status updates.

In a picture posted on his timeline, he
is seen demonstrating with the words
“Razakar Nipat Jaak” [down with
razakars| written on his body.

Talking to BBC Bangla Service, Home
Minister Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal said
the government is looking into whether
Nazim wrote anything "objectionable”
on blogs.

An investigation into the killing is
going on, he said.

Sources at Sir Salimullah Medical
College Morgue where Nazim's body was
sent for autopsy, said he was shot on the
left side of his head from close range.
The bullet pierced his skull.

There were three deep stab wounds on
theright side of his head, they added.

The victim's nephew Zahidul Hug
Suman told The Daily Star that Nazim's
three brothers live in London.

"My uncles tried to take him to
London, but he preferred to stay in
Bangladesh and become a lawyer,” he
said.

Nazim's younger sister Nasima
Begum said her brother was supposed to
travel to their house in Sylhet yesterday.
She said her mother, who has been
suffering from old-age complications
for months, couldn't believe that her
SON Was no more,

“My brother was a friendly person. He
moved to Dhaka several months ago for
higher studies,” she said while trying to
choke back tears.

Nazim, son of Abdus Samad of
Beanibazar's Tilpara union in Sylhet, was

the fourth among eight siblings. His
father and elder brother Julhash Uddin
died years ago.

His fellow InU students demonstrated
on their campus from 10:00am to
2:30pm yesterday, and also brought out
processions.

They decided to hold a rally at
Shahbagh at 3:00pm today, and also
threatened to go on strike for an indefi-
nite period from Sunday unless the
killers are identified and arrested by
tomorrow.

Talking to this correspondent,
Alauddin Sheikh, sub-inspector of
Sutrapur Police Station, said police filed a
murder case against four to five
unknown persons over Nazim's murder
as the victim's family was not "willing”
to lodge a lawsuit.

Nazim's cousin Shamim Ahmed said
they wouldn't file any case over the inci-
dent. “We leave the matter to police,” he
added.

Nazim's grisly murder has sparked
widespread condemnation from local
and international rights bodies that have
voiced grave concern over the incident
and urged the authorities to act
promptly.

In a statement yesterday, Robert D
Watkins, United Nations Resident
Coordinator in Bangladesh, called upon
the authorities to "adequately protect”
online activists.

Urging the authorities to ensure a
quick end to such atrocity, Watkins said,
“In spite of the recent pause in the assassi-
nation of online activists, this attack
demonstrates that this new killing is
clearly part of a growing trend which
undermines the freedom of expression
and opinion in Bangladesh.”

European Union Ambassador to
Bangladesh Pierre Mayaudon also
strongly condemned the killing,

Offering condolences to Nazim's
bereaved family and friends, he hoped
the perpetrators be brought to justice
soon,

International rights body Amnesty
International in a statement said vicious

killing of another secular activist is a
reminder that the authorities are failing
to protect people exercising their right
to freedom of expression.

“There can be no justification for the
brutal killing of Nazim Uddin Samad,
who has apparently paid with his life for
nothing but being brave enough to
speak his mind. This is not just a sense-
less murder, it is a blatant attack on the
right to freedom of expression.”

Those responsible for the killings of
secular activists must be held to account,
anything less will send a signal that these
attacks are tolerated and permitted by
the government, it added.

Amnesty International also urged the
authorities to ensure that activists and
writers who are under threat are effec-
tively protected.

UNB reports: The Committee to
Protect Journalists urged the government
to find out the motive behind the murder
and take immediate steps to bring his
attackers to justice.

"Bloggers like Nazim Uddin Samad
are vital to ensuring a diversity of views.
But one by one, extremists are silencing
these voices, while the government
looks on," CPJ's Asia Programme
Senior Research Associate Sumit
Galhotra said in a statement.

The government should take immedi-
ate steps to arrest Nazim's murderers and
protect vulnerable bloggers, he said.

The Center for Inquiry, a US-based
organisation that promotes secularism,
expressed outrage over the killing.

“It is both heartbreaking and mad-
dening to think that this bright and
passionate young student, with his
whole life ahead of him, was so brutally
and callously murdered, almost cer-
tainly by Islamic extremists, all
because he spoke out for secularism
and reason. All of us at the Center for
Inquiry extend our deepest condo-
lences to his friends and family,” said
Michael De Dora, CFl's director of
public policy and main representative
to the UN.

In a statement, Ain O Salish Kendra

The grief-stricken sister of Nazimuddin Samad, a student of Jagannath University who was hacked and shot to
death in the capital on Wednesday, wails in their home at Baraut village in Bianibazar of Sylhet yesterday. Her

younger sister and one of their relatives are behind her.

said recurrence of such an incident proves
that the government and law enforcers
failed to investigate and identify those
who had committed similar crimes
before.

In the meantime, Gonojagoron
Mancha held a rally at Shahbagh in the
capital to protest the killing and also
brought out a torch procession on
Dhaka University campus in the eve-
ning.

Talking to The Daily Star, Hasan
Shahriar, spokesperson for Beanibazar
Gonojagoron Mancha, said, “Nazim was

an activist of secular movement and
Gonojagoron Mancha. He was very
liberal and we suspect he was killed by
militants.”

In Sylhet, Gonojagoron Mancha
announced that it would stage a protest
and bring out a procession at 5:00pm
today.

Debashish Debu, spokesperson for
Sylhet Gonojagoron Mancha, said the
pattern of the killing fits that of the other
similar attacks on secular activists by
radical Islamist groups over the past
few years.

PHOTO: COLLECTED

Since February 2013, five secular
online activists and a publisher were
hacked to death with sharp weaponsina
similar fashion.

Bloggers Avijit Roy, Niloy Neel,
Ananta Bijoy Das, Ovyasiqur Rahman
Babu, and Jagriti Prokashoni owner
Faisal Arefin Dipan, publisher of Avijit's
books, were murdered last year.

Earlier in February 2013, blogger
Ahmed Rajib Haider, also a
Gonojagoron Mancha activist, was
hacked to death near his home in
Mirpur,



