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War hero passes
away in negligence

Our CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Veteran freedom fighter
Md Rafiz Uddin Refaz,
who was bed-ridden for
two years, died for lack of
better treatment at
Muktagacha Upazila
Health Complex in
Mymensingh Friday
noon, aged 84.

He was suffering from  Md Rafiz Uddin Refaz
various diseases including acute respiratory

problem.

Refaz, a company commander during the 1971
Liberation War, participated in many battles in
Mymensingh and trained over 300 youths at a
temporary camp in Muktagacha College.

With support from Awami League leaders
Khandaker Abdul Malek Shahidullah, Rafiq
Uddin Bhuiyan, Dhalu (in India) Youth Camp in-
charge Principal Motiur Rahman and deputy
camp in-charge Shishir Kumar Raxsit, he formed
“Refaz Company”, where some 80 freedom
fighters along with him fought against the
Pakistan occupation army, said Shahidullah, a
freedom fighter and a member of provincial
assembly in 1970.

After the assassination of Bangabandhu in |
1975, Refaz was arrested for protesting the killing. | &
He was taken to Muktagacha Police Station and
brutally tortured, said Abdul Hye Akand, a former
freedom fighter member of “Refaz Company”,
and an ex-secretary of Muktagacha unit Awami
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National Advisory Committee on Autism in Bangladesh Chairperson Saima Wazed Hossain,
also member of World Health Organization's Advisory Panel on Mental Health, addresses a
seminar during a daylong programme United Nations organised at its New York headquarters
yesterday marking World Autism Awareness Day.
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Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary qusty or squally wind is likely to oceur at many places

L19

6:16pm and rises tomorrow at 5:47am.

over Khulna, Barisal and Chittagong divisions and at a few places over Dhaka & Sylhet divisions and at one or
two places over Rajshahi and Rangpur divisions till 6:00pm today. The sun sets in the capital today at

14 ministries addressing

neuro-dev disorders

Saima Wazed says about Bangladesh at daylong UN
programme marking World Autism Awareness Day

AGENCIES

Fourteen Bangladeshi ministries are
coordinately ensuring rights of persons
with disabilities, including neuro-
development disorders (NDD) like
autism, and their access to socio-
economic activities like education and
employment, said National Advisory
Committee on Autism in Bangladesh
Chairperson Saima Wazed Hossain
yesterday.

She was addressing as a panelist the
inaugural discussion, “Bridging the
[nequality Gap (Goal10 of SDGs)", of a
daylong programme United Nations
(UN) organised at its New York head-
quarters, marking World Autism
Awareness Day, reports LINB.

One of the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG), Goall0
aims to improve and promote social,
economic and political inclusion forall
irrespective of age, sex, disability or
religion to ensure inclusive socio-
economic development.

On the moderator's query on effects
of ongoing multisectoral approaches to
autism, Saima said a massive country-
wide awareness programme has been
running since 2009, says a message
from the Bangladesh permanent mis-
sion to the UN in New York.

Statements of her mother Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and Sonia
Gandhi of India at an international
conference on autism in Dhaka in 2011
prompted people into addressing the
disorder, she said.

Rural institutions, including social
service centres, community health
clinics and development organisations,
are reshaping services and programme
to reach autistic persons and their
families, said Saima, member of World
Health Organization's (WHO)
Advisory Panel on Mental Health.

Parental meetings, training for doc-
tors, field-level health and social work-
ers, education delivery etc are taking
place in a coordinated way and now the
issue rests on policymakers, parliament
members and government officials,
added the renowned school psychologist.

“Everyone is now recognising that
they need to do something differ-
ently...in evolving creative and innova-
tive ideas, " she asserted.

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon, in a video message, said SDG's
main aim was inclusive development
leaving none behind. Author of
“Neuro Tribes: The Legacy of Autism
and the Future of Neurodiversity”,
Steve Silberman presented the keynote.
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STRENGTHENING STRUCTURES AGAINST EARTHQUAKE

Reinforced ground floor columns

make buildings safer

@he Daily Star -UAP roundtable told presenting research findings,

emphasising enforcement of national building code

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The construction of buildings could
be more earthquake resistant with
cost effective simple reinforcement of
the ground floor columns, experts
said at a roundtable discussion in the
capital yesterday.

The ground floors having columns
(without brick walls for car parking),
susceptible to enormous active loads
of an earthquake effect, can still sur-
vive with a simple jacketing of steel
plates, said Prof Iftekhar Anam of
University of Asia Pacific (UAP),
while presenting a research findings,

The ground floors of buildings
with mere columns (without brick
works) remain particularly vulnera-
ble, he said.

The UAP and The Daily Star jointly
organised the discussion on the “Re-
search Findings on Strengthening
Structural Members beyond
Bangladesh National Building Code

Participants at a roundtable on "Earthquake" at The Daily Star Centre yesterday, organised

(BNBC) for Protection against
Earthquakes” sponsored by a real
estate builder Building Technology
and Ideas (BTI) at The Daily Star Centre.

Noted civil engineer and earth-
quake expert Prof Mehedi Amhed
Ansary said one lakh out of four-lakh
housing units and a thousand of
3,500 factory buildings in the capital
are vulnerable as per preliminary
assessment.

The ground floors with bare col-
umns, known as “soft story”, would
probably be the foremost reason for
building collapse, said Dr Ali Akbar
Mollick, a freelance consultant.

Alongside in-built steel jacketing
of columns, wing-walls on the both
sides of columns would be the most
effective measure to prevent the
ground floor collapse, he said.

Prof Md Nazmul Islam of North
South University said that architec-
tural and structural features of a
building should be carefully chosen
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jointly by the newspaper and the University of Asia Pacific Bangladesh.

to reduce the avoidable casualties.

Abu Sayeed M Ahmed, president of
the Institute of Architects Bangladesh,
said there is a severe dearth of practic-
ing structural and foundation engi-
neers, leaving 95 percent of the build-
ings constructed without involve-
ment of professionals and they
remain most vulnerable.

Of the 4,500 building plans that
Rajuk approve every year in the capi-
tal, only 1,000 are designed by recog-
nised architects, he said, adding that
there was no mechanism to ensure the
quality of materials and compliance
with the approved design during
construction.

Enforcement of building laws and
BNBC is also a must to ensure build-
ings' safety, he said.

Loopholes in the building
approval process are an immense
threat, he said adding that
despite a High Court
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Bumper litchi harvest

expected 1n north

Following excellent blooming this season

Gaibandha,

BSS, Rangpur

Lalmonirhat, Nilphamari,

HSC, equivalent
exams begin

today

LINB, Dhaka

The Higher Secondary
Certificate (HSC) and its
equivalent examinations
will begin across the country
today.
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Formation and growth of tender litchi have
been continuing smoothly amid favour-
able climatic condition, predicting excel-
lent output of the juiciest, tasty and fleshy
fruit this season in the northern districts.

Officials and experts in the Department
of Agriculture Extension (DAE) and other
organisations concerned have predicted
bumper production of the fruit following
excellent blooming in the litchi trees this
season.

The farmers are now busy nursing litchi
trees in orchards and homesteads as for-
mation of the tender fruit continues
superbly after the rainfalls in recent days.
The harvest would begin from the next
month, they hoped.

According to the DAE, over 90 percent of
litchi trees in about 9,200 small, medium
and big-sized litchi orchards, homesteads
and other places have massively bloomed
this season.

Hundreds of litchi orchards have been
set up in Dinajpur, Rangpur, Kurigram,

Thakurgaon, Panchagarh and other
northern districts.

Horticulture Specialist of the DAE at its
Rangpur regional office Khondker Md
Mesbahul Islam said commercial litchi
cultivation has already become popular,
bringing self-reliance to hundreds of farm-
ers through farming the fruit in recent years.

"The farmers mostly have been cultivat-
ing high yielding varieties like China-3,
'‘Bedana'’, Bombay, 'Mozaffarpuri' and
Madrazi and late variety 'Kanthali' litchi
following repeated bumper production and
lucrative price, " he said.

Mesbahul suggested the farmers to
spray recommended dose of 80 percent
sulphur on litchi tress if mite attack is
found following rise in temperature dur-
ing fruit formation stage for getting excel-
lent yield.

Litchi growers Morshed Hossain,
Aminul Haque, and Nilchand Roy said
they were expecting bumper litchi yield
again this season to make excellent prof-
1ts.

Over 12.18 lakh candi-
dates under eight general
education boards,
Madrasah Education Board
and Bangladesh Technical
Education Board will sit for
the examinations.

The examinations will
end on June 9 while the
practical tests would be held
from June 11 to June 20.

This year, some
1,218,628 students from
8,533 educational institu-
tions will attend the exams.

Of them, 1,020,109 stu-
dents will sit for the HSC
exams, while 91,591 will
appear in Alim (higher
secondary level of madrasa)
examinations, 102,132 in
the technical education, and
some 4,796 students in
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www.aiub.edu

AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY-BANGLADESH

WHERE LEADERS ARE CREATED

PROGRAMS WE OFFER

Admission Exam Date: 2 May 2016

~ Undergraduate Programs

LBA
o English

e Economics
Bachelor of Laws

Accounting and Finance
Economics

International Business (IB)
Investment Management (IM)
Management

Marketing
Operations Management (OM)

oo Qo 0o g o

I (Accredited by IAB)
o Architecture

o Media & Mass Communication (MMC)
e Major in Mass Communication and Journalism
e Major in Television Production and Animation

(Granted Full Accreditation by PAASCU)

Human Resource Management (HRM)

Management Information Systems (MIS)

Tourism & Hospitality Management (THM)

o Electrical & Electronic Engineering (EEE) (Accredited by IEB & PAASCU)
o Computer Engineering (CoE) (Accredited by IEB)

I3l (Granted Full Accreditation by PAASCU)

_MPH |
o Epidemiology

o Accounting
o Agribusiness

@ Finance
o Management

o Marketing

(MTel)

- Graduate Programs

o Business Economics

Executive MBA
(Granted Full Accreditation by PAASCU)

@ Reproductive & Child Health

o Dental Public Health

o Occupational & Environmental Health
o Public Health Administration

o Hospital Management

B Masters in Development Studies (MDS)

I:IW (Granted Full Accreditation by PAASCU)

o Human Resource Management (HRM)
o Management Information Systems (MIS)

o Operations Management (OM)

o Master of Engineering in Telecommunications

o Masters in Electrical & Electronic Engineering
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o Computer Science & Engineering (CSE) (M5C5)
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W PAASCU: Philipine Accrediting Association of Schools, Colleges and Universities. Member of
APQN- Asia Pacific Quality Network, INQAAHE, NCFMEA, CHEA-IQG, AQAN.

Continuing Education Center (CEC) Courses Offered:
e Cisco Networking Academy (ITC/ASC) ® ITE, CCNA, CCNA Security, CCNP Boot camp
® Microsoft IT Academy and MSDNAA ® MCITP, MCSD, PHP, Java, Linux, Android, CEH

® EC-Council Academia @ SAP, Graphic Design Services
® SAP University Alliance ¢ |Interior Designing & Decoration training
@ Juniper Networks Academic Alliance ® JUNOS, JNCIA

For more information on the CEC Programs: Phone: 55034165, 55034232 Ext-406 Email: ce @aiub.edu

ADMISSION INFORMATION:
83/B, Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani, Dhaka-1213

GRADUATE PROGRAM OFFICE [12 PM TO 8 PM]
58/B, Road # 21, Banani

Phone: 55034233, 55034180

Ext: 555

L | M I E D
EXCELLENCE IN BANKING

Phone:; 9897387, 58815387: Ext: 100, 199
E-mail: info@aiub.edu




