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Reaz Haider Chowdhury
and Mohammed Ali were
elected president and gen-
eral secretary respectively of
Chittagong Union of
Journalists (CUJ).

A total of 325 out of 347
members voted in the
biannual election on
Thursday.

Other office bearers are:
Senior Vice-President Ratan
Kanti Debashish, Vice-
President Nirupam
Dasgupto, Joint-Secretary
Swarup Bhattacharya,
Organising Secretary Sabur
Shuvo, Treasurer Ujjwal
Dhar, Press and Publication
Secretary Alokmoy
Tolapatra and Executive
Member Mainuddin Dulal.
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Garbage heaps up in front of Curzon Hall at Dhaka University, spreading malodour and tarnishing the architectural
beauty of the hall of historical value. The photo was taken yesterday.
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20pc enrollment

in technical edu
by 2020

Hopes Education Minister Nahid

BsS, Dhaka

Fire incidents posing

threat to Sundarbans

UNB, Bagerhat

Education Minister yesterday stressed the need for partici-
pation of students in technical education and giving social

recognition to technically educated persons.

"Technical and vocational education can open up a new
horizon for new generation and can contribute to our econ-

omy," he said.

He was speaking as the chief guest at a job fair inaugural
programme at Dhaka Mohila Polytechnic Institute in
Agargaon, said a press release. The fair was organised with

the support of Skills and Training Enhancement project.

The minister said "I hope students’ enrollment in techni-
cal education would be upgraded to 20 percent within 2020
as technical knowledge will help young generation build
themselves as skilled manpower." Currently, 13.11 percent
students are taking technical education which was only 1.2

percentin 2008, he added.

Additional secretary to the Ministry of Education AS
Mahmud, Director General of the Department of Technical
Education Ashok Kumar Biswas and representatives from

different renowned industries were present at the fair.

The only Chandpai Range of the
Sundarbans saw 14 fire incidents in
the last 12 vyears, raging through
some 40 acres of forest, said a forest
department data.

This unique mangrove forest fre-
quently suffers from disasters, but
most of which are manmade.

A recent visit by the news agency
showed that the Sundarbans is strug-
gling to have its ecosystem restored after
the recent fire incident. Though fresh
grasses were seen there, Sundari plants
were not growing in the affected areas.

On March 27, 2016, the latest fire
broke out in the Dhanshagar station's
Nangli forest camp area of Chadpai
Range, located in the eastern part.
Forest officials said many precious
plant species like Sundari, Goran and
Geowa were burnt into ashes.

Dr Mahmud Hossain, a forestry
professor at Khulna University, said
the recurring fire incident is posing a
threat to the biodiversity of the forest.
Soil fertility is declining in the
Sundarbans due to frequent fires, he
added.

According to the residents of Uttar
Rajapur village in Khulna, those liv-
ing nearby the Sundarbans often set
fire to it to collect firewood. The burnt
area goes under water during mon-
soon and local fishermen use the area
for fishing.

They said fishermen also use the
fire-ravaged areas as cattle grazing
ground during the dry season.

A three-member probe body has
already been formed to find out the
cause, said Md Saidul Islam, divisional
forest officer.

Belayet Hossain, probe body chief

and assistant forest conservator, said the
committee will submit its report soon.

Stressing the need for making the
forest dwellers aware of protecting the
Sundarbans from fire incidents, Saidul
called for setting up a special fire sta-
tion.

A high-profile Unesco delegation
recently visited the Sundarbans to
assess the possible impacts of the
recent manmade disasters on the man-
grove forest.

Besides the fire incidents, a tanker
carrying about 350,000 litres of fur-
nace oil crashed in the Shela River on
December 9, 2014, while a cargo sank
on March 19, 2016.

The Sundarbans, a natural habitat
to the tiger, crocodile and dolphin, is
located in three coastal districts,
Khulna, Bagerhat and Satkhira, cover-
ing a stretch of 6,017 square kilometers.

Bangladesh Jatiya Hindu Mohajot brings out a procession yesterday, following a human chain in front of the
capital's Jatiya Press Club, demanding arrest and punishment for perpetrators of the post-UP election attacks on
Hindu community in different parts of the country, and Ashish Kumar Boral, newly elected chairman of Jalabari

Union Parishad in Pirojpur's Swarupkathi.

BssS, Savar

2 bodies recovered
in Savar, Ashulia

police said.

filed.

Police recovered the bodies of two unidentified people
from Savar and Ashulia on Thursday.

On information, police recovered a slit-throat body near
Nandakhali Hallmark Garments in Hemayetpur of Savar.
Injury marks were also found in different parts of the body,

Meanwhile in Ashulia, another body was found in a
house in Jamgora area. The bodies were sent to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital for autopsies. Two cases were

LINB, Netrokona

Dhaka trader
found dead

20 crude bombs found in Gazipur

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

Police recovered 23 bombs from a house in Bhogra area
of Gazipur city and detained two people in this connec-
tion yesterday.

The detainees are Farid Uddin, 48, owner of the tin-
roofed house, and caretaker Sohel Rana, 22.

Officer-in-Charge of Joydebpur Police Station
Khandaker Rezaul Hasan Reza said on information, they
raided the house and recovered 20 crude bombs and
three petrol bombs from there.

Youth held with arms in capital

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) claimed to have arrested
an arms trader with one pistol and three rounds of
bullets in the capital's Agargaon area yesterday.

The arrestee was Masud Rana, son of Abdul Hye
Sarkar of Shahjadpur upazila in Sirajganj, said Yeasir
Arafat, operation officer of Rab-2, who led the drive.

Acting on a tip-off, a team of Rab-2 raided the New
Colony graveyard near the social service department at
Agargaon around 4:30pm and made the arrest and
seizure, added Arafat.

Jayanta president, Tapash GS of
Bangladesh Puja Udjapan Parishad

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
P~
Tk l i { ;
Parishad for 2016-2018 ' -

term, says a press release. Jayanta Sen Tapash Kumar

They were made president and general secretary at
the biannual council of the Parishad held at
Dhakeshwari Jativa Mandir yesterday:.
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Jayanta Sen Dipu and
Tapash Kumar Pal were
elected president and gen-
eral secretary respectively of
Bangladesh Puja Udjapan
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Albert Jaap van Sant Brink, executive director of Terre
des Hommes, cuts the ribbon at the inauguration of a
three-storey building for “SSS-Pouro Ideal High School”
yesterday at Harijan Palli in Tangail town where commu-
nity students from nursery to class Vil will receive free
education. The Society for Social Service, a local NGO,
established the school with help of Terre des Hommes .
Abdul Hamid Bhuiyan, SSS executive director, Murshed
Alam Sarkar, its executive president, Sanwar Hossain,
lawmaker of Tangail-5, and Mahmudul Kabir, country
director of Terre des Hommes, were present. PHOTO: STAR

Green energy contest held at IUB

CITY DESK

The Electrical and Electronics Engineering department of
Independent University, Bangladesh (IUB) organised a
daylong National Project Competition on Green Energy
and Technology for students of all levels on its campus
in the capital on Thursday, said a press release,

State Minister for Power, Energy and Mineral
Resources Nasrul Hamid awarded the winners as the
chief guest where Vice Chancellor of ITUB Prof M Omar
Rahman, Dean of Engineering and Computer Science
Prof Shahriar Khan, Head of EEE Dr M Abdur Razzak
and Dr Khosru M Salim, the event coordinator, also spoke.

A Dhaka man was found
dead in Bichitra Guest

UNIVERSITY OF ASIA PACIFIC (UAP)

House at Birishiri of
Durgapur upazila in
Netrakona yesterday.

PHOTO: STAR

The hotel cleaners
found Nurul Islam, 30,0f
Shantinagar in Dhaka with
his throat slit around
2:00pm, said police. Hotel
manager was held.

Construction
of building in Dhaka with
high quality materials
@ Tk. 2,000/- per sft.
Modcon-01911354035

"O" & "A" TUITION
B.Sc Engineer BUET wants to

teach OfA Level Physics,
Chemistry, Math-B, Pure-Math,
Core Math, Statistics, Mechanics.
Engr. Faisal # 01715126808
C-686
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For Rent in Basundhara R/A

Nearing Completion

Few hundred yards from 300 ft Purbachal Express Highway.
Well Finished with Teak doors, Marbled kitchens, Bathrooms
tiled and finished with bathtubs, shower enclosures.
Each floor 2400+ with utility room, Servant bed and bath etc.

Six floors of Residential Space Developed by Owner.

k- Contact: 01534502166 y

CJ] wants to introduce
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come between our heartiest endeavor and
success, last year our all-out effort had
pushed us up and we could able [sic] to
dispose of more cases than before. The
cumulative figure of disposal crossed 100%
in both higher and subordinate judiciaries
in 2015 compared to 2014," Justice Sinha

said.

There are more than 30 lakh cases pend-

ing across the country now.

The CJ] said 173 of around 1,500
lower court judges had to discharge
duties in phases due to the shortage of
courtrooms that caused a backlog of

CASes.

“In the last one year 1 extensively
inspected the courts of the subordinate
judiciary to find out the problems they are
facing and the areas needed to be inter-
vened. I found, alongside shortage of
judges, paucity of logistic support and
inadequate infrastructures contribute
to case backlog. How a modern society
can conceive that a judge is waiting for
his turn to come to use court room for

hearing and deciding the cases!” he

said.

to solve the courtroom crises.

sy ‘ v" Weekend & Evening classes v" Online access to 20,000+ journals
It is deplorable that progress in con- v Scholarshio & fi —— W~ i
iriicting bullding Fo Mapisteacyin FDs o cholarship & financial assistance Digitized :::nmpu_te:: centf'zr with
B o for students//Tuition waiver campus wide Wi-Fi facility
the districts is very pathetic. .

The chief justice said judges were work- v" Course Waiver/ Transfer option v' Discount for siblings & spouse
ing tirelessly to serve people. “I have issued v" State-of-the-art Permanent campus v" Individual student insurance
practice directions to them to utilize best of at 74/A Green Road, Dhaka coverage
their court hours and following my
directions judges in the subordinate Coordinator: Vice Chancellor:

recesses at noon.”

afternoon.

cases are pending,” he said.

pated in the workshop.

The chief justice said the government had
to look into this reality and take urgent steps

judiciary [are] now doing judicial busi-
ness in two shifts, i.e. even after the

Justice SK Sinha urged the lawyers to
cooperate with courts in hearing cases in the

“All concerned have to bear in mind that
we cannot afford to sit idle while millions of

US Ambassador to Bangladesh Marcia
Bernicat also spoke on the occasion as spe-
cial guest. Forty judicial officials partici-
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SUMMER 2016 ADMISSION

Areas of Concentrations:

| Accounting | Bank Management | Finance |
Human Resources Management | Information
System | Marketing | Operations Management |
Pharmaceuticals

Salient Features:

Prof. Dr. Muhammad Ziaulhaqg Mamun

Contact Information:

Permanent Campus & Admission Office: House 74/A Green Road, Tejgaon,
Dhaka-1215 | Office hour: 9:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. (Saturday — Thursday) |
Phone: 8801714088321, 8801768544208, 8801731681081, 88-02-9126812 |
PABX: 88-02-58157091-94, 88-02-58157096 (Ext. 120) | Fax: 88-02-58157097
| E-mail: admission @uap-bd.edu | Home page: www.uap-bd.edu

MBA | EMBA

Marketing | Supply Chain

Prof. Dr. Jamilur Reza Choudhury

Class Starts: May 20, 2016

Apply Online: www.uap-bd.edu



