STAR

WEEKEND
April 1, 2016

o]
LOLO TR

PHOTOS AND TEXT: MIZAN RAHMAN

e | Ko
Bt
-y

o

y
e~ 1

="

oli, also known as the festival of
colours, is a spring festival and
B perhaps the happiest and most

colourful religious festival for Hindus, which
commemorates the victory of good over evil.
In recent times, this joyous event has become
popular among all Bangladeshis, regardless of
religion. It is a two-day celebration, starting
on the last day of Phalgun, that continues till
the next day. People spend the day splashing
coloured water at each other, smearing their
faces with coloured powder, out on the
streets, celebrating together.
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ast week, a man dressed in bright

colours walked from one street to

another, tasting food and analysing
to the very last bit. Be it the Dhaka
Bakarkhani, the potatoes in the biriyani or
the parata served with tonger cha, he took
in everything. None other than Matt
Preston, world famous food critic and
writer, was seen strolling the streets of the
capital along with people from agency
Adcom and Rivoli - the recently launched
chocolate chip cookies.

At a meeting with Matt Preston at the
Lakeshore hotel, cleverly termed as Meet
Matt, the 54-year-old ever smiling
personality, famous in this part of the
world for being one of the judges of
Masterchef Australia, Preston was seen
posing with people of all ages for selfies
and photographs.

"All I heard was kaala-bhuna!" he
exclaimed when asked if he had a chance
to eat the famous traditional beef dish
from Chittagong. According to him, the
night before, two Chittagonian gentlemen
had bombarded him with questions
regarding kaala-bhuna and how he could
possibly leave the country without having
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a taste. "l would love to taste and see what
it's all about," he said when told that a pot
of kaala-bhuna was waiting for him
downstairs.

"You see that guy over there," pointed
Preston at a gentleman standing a little
further away, dressed in a dark suit and
colourful scarves. "l think he should be
the judge at Masterchef Bangladesh! He
dresses up better than | do!"

And his quips continued. Matt Preston
had something to say to each of his fans,
not to mention answering everyone's
questions.

His facebook page is filled with
pictures of some of the delicacies he
tasted in Dhaka. We are sharing some of
the photographs here with the readers!
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WOMEN AS JOB CREATORS




