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UTILITY SERVICES

No coordination
among providers

Banani gas explosion shows how people

suffer because of it

HELEMUL ALAM and SHAHEEN MOLLAH

Lack of coordination between utility service providers, coupled with inad-
equate precautionary measures during the digging of roads for the installa-
tion of pipelines and their maintenance, increases the risk of accidents, say

urban planning experts.

The issue has drawn attention after Friday's fire at a six-storey building
in the capital's Banani, injuring 10 people. Residents of the building and
the fire service men who put out the blaze said the fire had resulted from a

gas pipe leak.

In many cases, it is seen that while digging, the utilities cut open emer-
gency lines like gas pipelines and electricity lines. But they avoid taking
responsibility for the problems, nor do they bother to undo the damage,

experts say.

The residents of the Banani building put the blame on the Titas Gas
authorities, as they did not take immediate steps to repair the leaked pipe
despite complaints from a contractor of Dhaka North City Corporation

(DNCC) and the building's inhabitants.

Urban planning experts suggested bringing all the 54 government
organisations responsible for utility services and the city's management
under one umbrella for better coordination between them.

If all these are brought under two Dhaka city corporations, the chances

of accidents will be reduced by 80 to 90 percent, said architect Mubasshar

Hussain, vice-president of Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon (Bapa).

SEE PAGE 10 COL S5

. " 1:3"‘:#;,, -:r-a..%'
S -“- Pl b

Residents move their belongings yesterday from the Banani huilding that was damaged inan explu-
sion caused by suspected gas leak early Friday.
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84-ear-
saved by his
daughter

SHAHEEN MOLLAH

A loud bang and shaking of
ground woke her up around
1:30am on Friday at her
fourth-floor apartment in
the six-storey building in
Banani.

“I thought it was an earth-
quake. My first concern was
to get my 84-year-old father
out of the house " said
Nayer Rahman, a resident of
the building.

Nayer along with her
father Akramuzzaman, a
retired professor of
Bangladesh Agricultural
University in Mymensingh,
lived in the apartment.

“When 1 went out, there
were pockets of fire across
the apartment. The blast
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Airport deal
by tomorrow

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government will sign a
contract with a British
security company by
tomorrow for foolproof

Coal-laden vessel
sinks 1n a river
of Sundarbans

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat
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A cargo vessel carrying 1,235 tonnes of coal sank yesterday
in the Shela River in the Sundarbans, a Unesco-listed World
Heritage Site in Bagerhat.

Bottom of the vessel, Sea Horse, cracked when it reached
the river at Harintana in the Sundarbans' Chandpai range
under Mongla upazila in the afternoon.

Vessel's Master Md Sirajul Islam Molla told this corre-
spondent that with 12 crew onboard, it sailed from the
Chittagong seaport to Nawapara of Jessore on March 16.

As the vessel was slowly sinking, a boat from behind
came to the crew's rescue and took them onboard.

The coal was meant for burning bricks, he added.

Saidul Islam, divisional forest officer of the Sundarbans
east, said the spot was 25 nautical miles away from
Chandpai range office and it was not possible for them to
travel the distance at night.

They would contact the owner and take initiatives to
salvage the sunken vessel today, said the forest officer.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4

Prof Rashid
passes away

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Country's pioneer neuro-
surgeon Prof Rashiduddin
Ahmad breathed his last at
a city hospital at 8:00pm
yesterday.

The 79-year-old had
been in coma since he
suffered a massive stroke
on February 9. He was
undergoing treatment at
Metropolitan Medical
Centre, his son-in-law
Alasdair Macdonald

SEE PAGE 10 COL 6

Grieving mom
turns desert
into oasis to
honour son

ODDITYCENTRAL.COM

“

Meet Yi Jiefeng, a Shanghai
woman who has helped
plant millions of saplings
in Inner Mongolia, over the
past 12 years. Her goal is to
reforest the arid Alashan
Desert while keeping alive
the memory of her son who
passed away 16 years ago.
In the year 2000, Yi's
only son, Yang Ruizhe, was
killed in a road accident in
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Air strikes kill 39 civilians

in Syria IS bastion
Says Syrian Observatory for Human Rights

AFP, Beirut

A wave of air strikes killed at least 39 civil-
ians yesterday in Raqa, the main stronghold
of the Islamic State jihadist group in Syria, a
monitoring group said.

At least five children and seven women
were among the dead in IS's de facto capital
in the north of the war-ravaged country, the
Britain-based Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights said.

Five members of 1S8's self-styled police
force were also killed and 60 people were
wounded, some critically, according to the
monitor, which relies on a network of
sources on the ground.

The raids came a day after 16 civilians
were killed in strikes on the same city.

"We cannot know whether the latest
strikes on Raga are by Syrian or Russian

warplanes,"” said Observatory director Rami
Abdel Rahman.

"What is clear is that their goal is to try to
paralyse IS and to stop it from deploying
reinforcements from Raga to the Palmyra
area," hetold AFP.

IS seized Palmyra, a Unesco World
Heritage Site known as the "Pearl of the
Desert", last May.

In September, satellite images confirmed
that Palmyra's famed Temple of Bel had
been targeted by IS as part of a campaign to
destroy pre-Islamic monuments, tombs and
statues it considers idolatrous.

UN experts said the main building of the
temple as well as a row of columns had been
destroyed.

In recent weeks, Syrian troops backed by
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