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A long, hard
journey

Youth pays for master's by
pulling rickshaw

HABIBUR RAHMAN with ANDREW EAGLE

Seventy-year-old day labourer Md Altaf Hossain from
Nokathi village in Jhalakathi's Rajapur upazila has seven
children, none of whom studied even as far as the
Secondary School Certificate except one of his sons, Md
Nasiruddin. Economic hardship made education elusive
for the family but Nasiruddin, now 24, was determined.
Unable to rely on financial support from home for his
tertiary studies, Nasiruddin turned to pedal power.

“On the first day I rode rickshaw I was scared of being
recognised by college classmates,” he recalls, referring to the
perceived indignity of the occupation. “I rode until 9 p.m.
on that first day and earned Tk. 70. My first two passengers

were women.

Even to hire a rickshaw was a challenge. It was after
completing his Higher School Certificate equivalent alim
exam at a madrasa in 2008 that Nasiruddin moved to
Pirojpur town to enrol in Suhrawardi College. He was not
well-known. He hadn't driven a rickshaw before. Rickshaw

OWIETs were cautious.

[t took persistence before one agreed to entrust him with
a vehicle, “On the third day I had an accident,” he says.
Fortunately he escaped serious injury.

He wasn't dissuaded. "After a few hours' morning study
I'd set off on rickshaw around 10 a.m.,” he says. "I rode until
late afternoon which limited study time and besides, it's
quite difficult to sit at a desk after rickshaw riding. But it was

the only way.”
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Md Nasiruddin is pulling his rickshaw carrying a passenger in Pirojpur town. With an honours degree in English, the
24-year-old youth from an impoverished family has taken up this job to pay for his master's. "Nothing can stop me,’
says Nasiruddin, with a conviction that deserves a bow. The photo was taken recently.
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SC commutes
JMB man's
death penalty

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A JMB operative's death
sentence was yesterday

commuted to jail until

death in a case over the
2005 bomb attack on a
Sylhet judge.

A four-member bench of
the Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court deliv-
ered the verdict after hear-
ing an appeal filed by
Akhtaruzzaman, a member
of the banned militant
outfit Jama'atul
Mujahideen Bangladesh.

Defence lawyer Delwar
Hossain told The Daily Star
that the SC commuted the
capital punishment of his
client, considering that he
was only 19 when he com-
mitted the crime.

Akhtaruzzaman made
the attack on the then
Sylhet Divisional Speedy
Trial Tribunal judge Biplob
Goswami in front of his
Kumarpara residence in
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US PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION BATT

LE

Sanders' hope alive
with surprise win

Clinton suffers loss in Michigan but wins big
in Mississippi; Trump wins 3 more primaries

AFP, Washington

Democratic frontrunner Hillary
Clinton suffered a surprise loss to
challenger Bernie Sanders in a major
state primary Tuesday, as billionaire
Donald Trump notched a trio of easy
victories in the Republican presiden-

tial nomination race. Sanders

Trump

The former secretary of state slumped to defeat in the industrial rust belt
state of Michigan, where Sanders snagged 49.9 percent of the vote
compared to Clinton's 48.2 percent with almost all precincts already

reported.
"This has been a fantastic night in Michigan, " Sanders said sh
the race was called in his favor.

ortly before

However, Clinton handily defeated her rival in the southern Gulf state of

Mississippi, thanks to a strong turnout by African-Americans.
And despite the upset, Clinton received a psychological boos

t by passing

the half-way point in the race to reach the 2,382 delegates needed to win the

Democratic nomination.

Nevertheless, even with the delegate math in Clinton's favor, Sanders's

strong showing will reinvigorate his campaign, and raised ques

tions about

her ability to win key industrial states in the general election, such as

Michigan, Ohio and Pennsylvania.

UP ELECTIONS

JCD leader
killed in

Pirojpur

STAR REPORT

A Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal leader was
killed early yesterday allegedly by mem-
bers of the ruling Awami League over a
feud centring on the upcoming union
parishad polls in Pirojpur.

The victim, Shamsul Haque Chhotto, 28,
was organising secretary of the Nazirpur
upazila unit of pro-BNP student body
Chhatra Dal, reports our correspondent.

Shamsul, a nephew of Touhidul Islam,
BNP-nominated chairman aspirant of
Sheikh Matia Union under the upazila,
came under attack at Raghunathpur
around 8:30pm on Tuesday while he along
with some of his friends were returning
home from an election campaign.

With several stab injuries to the lower
part of the body, he was rushed to a local
hospital where he died four hours later,
said police and family members,

Pirojpur Superintendent of Police Walid
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This bus of Ajmeri Glory Paribahan rammed through the median strip, hit a utility pole,
inset, and drove onto a footpath along the Bir Uttam Shamsul Alam Road near Kakrail
Intersection in the capital yesterday afternoon. A rickshaw-puller and two school teachers
were injured in the incident. The policemen at the scene said the driver lost control over

the vehicle as its brakes failed.
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Magical total
solar eclipse

AFP, Ternate

A total solar eclipse swept across the vast Indonesian
archipelago yesterday, marked by ecstatic sky gazers
cheering the spectacle, devout Muslims kneeling in
prayer and tribespeople performing rituals.

The moon began to move between the Earth and
sun at 6:19 am (2319 GMT Tuesday), and about an
hour later a total eclipse became visible in western
parts of the country.

The sun then went entirely dark in a broad arc
right across the world's biggest archipelago nation,
which straddles three time zones, before the eclipse
swept out across the Pacific Ocean.
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100MW more

electricity

from India
Bangladesh to give
India 10GB internet
bandwidth

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA,
New Delhi

Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is set to
inaugurate supply of 100-
megawatt power to
Bangladesh from northeast-
ern Indian state of Tripura's
Palatana projecton March 23.

The same day Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is scheduled to
provide 10 GB Internet
bandwidth to India, Tripura
Power and Communications
Minister Manik Dey told
reporters yesterday.

Bangladesh has allowed
transit through its land
overhead equipment from
mainland India to the
Palatana power project, a
gesture which was highly
appreciated by India. The
move was reciprocated by
India by agreeing to supply
power to its neighbour from
that plant.

Talking to the reporters in
Agartala, capital city of
Tripura, Manik Dey said
there would not be any
formal function to mark the
occasion as the entire
programme would be held
through videoconferencing,.

After the formal opening
of international gateway of
Internet, Tripura would be
the third Indian state which
is having such a gateway
after Mumbai and Chennai.
This will help all the north-
eastern states of India, he
added.

Indian Telecom Minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad laid the
foundation stone of the
project in Agartala on July
13, 2015 that aims at
strengthening telecom
services in the northeastern
states.
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PRAYER TIMING

MARCH 10
Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha

AZIAN 5-05 12-45 430 612 7-30
JAMAAT 5-40 1-15 445 6-15 8-00
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