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Locals bring out a procession in front of the Power Development Board office at Ghatail upazila headquarters in Tangail

district yesterday demanding smooth electricity supply in the area.

Ghatail people agitate
protesting power outage

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Tangail

Several hundred villagers
besieged the local office of
Power Development Board
(PDB) in Ghatail upazila of
the district yesterday, pro-
testing frequent power
outage and low voltage.
They also demanded an
end to issuance of ghost-
bills by a section of dishon-
est PDB employees.
Villagers of Kuripara,

COUNITRY

Ganjana, Chokpara,
Diabari, Sikibaid, Makrai,
and Gandhi villages joined
the hour-long agitation
programme from
12:00noon yesterday.

Addressing a rally in front
of the office, the speaker
alleged that several thou-
sand clients under Nolma
Feeder have been suffering
for long due to inadequate
power supply as they get
electricity for only three to
four hours a day.

They also urged the
authorities concerned to
take immediate steps
against those PDB officials,
who harassed their valid
customers by sending ghost
bills.

The PDB officials sent
an average bill to all its
customers without moni-
toring the meter reading,
said Lal Mahmud of
Makrai village.

Some villagers com-
plained that when there is

no load shedding low volt-
age hampers their activities.

The agitators left the
place after Assistant
Engineer (distribution)
Pradip Kumar assured them
of resolving the problem
soon.

They later went to upazila
parishad complex in a pro-
cession and submitted a
memorandum to the Prime
Minister though Ghatail
Upazila Nirbahi Officer
Asma Ara Begum.

2 Shibir leaders
arrested with

books on
jihad, CDs

OUR CORRESONDENT, Pabna

Police arrested two leaders
of Islami Chhatra Shibir
from Fakirpur village in
Santhia upazila of the dis-
trict yesterday:.

The arrestees are Md
Abul Kalam Azad, 27, presi-
dent of Gourigram union
unit of Shibir, and Nazmul
Haque, 20, organiser of
Dhulauri union unit of the
party.

Informed that a group of
Shibir men were holding a
secret meeting at the village
a police team raided the area
and arrested the two, said
Officer-in-Charge of
Santhia Police Station Md
Nasir Uddin. However, the
rest managed to flee the
scene.

Police also seized a num-
ber of books on jihad, CDs
and four motorbikes from
the spot, said the OC.

In Jhenidah, a leader of
Jamaat-e-Islami was picked
up by 'plainclothes police’
from Natun Hatkhola area
in the district town the same
day, reports our correspon-
dent.

He is Nur Mohammad,
62, nayeb-e-ameer of the
district unit of Jamaat, and
former chairman of Sadar
LIpazila Parishad.

Mohammad's son
Mujahidul Islam said when
his father was getting his
motorbike repaired in the
area around 1:30pm, a
microbus reached there and
some unidentified men in
plain dress introducing
themselves as police
swooped on him and
handcuffed him.

Since then he remained
missing and his mobile
phone remained switched
off.

Contacted, Assistant
Sub-Inspector Ashok
Kumar, duty officer of
Sadar Police Station, said
they have not arrested any
man named Nur
Mohammad.

No police has arrested
any man yesterday, said
Hasan Hafizur Rahman,
officer-in-charge of the
police station.

Earlier on January 24,
Jamaat activist Abu
Hurayera, a madrasa teacher
of Kutidurgapur village in
Sadar upazila, had been
picked up and his body was
recovered from Jessore's
Ambottala area 36 days after
the incident.

Girl hacked by rejected
suitor in Pabna

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A rejected suitor hacked a teenage girl of a
poor family in Sujanagar upazila under the
district on Tuesday.

The victim, Shila Khatun, 16, daughter of
Abdul Karim of Borkhapur village in
Sujanagar upazila, is undergoing treatment
at Pabna Medical College Hospital.

"Five to seven miscreants led by house
owner Mukul Hossain hacked my daughter
inside our residence around 4:00pm on
Tuesday," Karim said.

“Middle aged Mukul Hossain, a married
person, had proposed to marry my daugh-
ter. As my daughter refused, he got angry.

"Working as a day labourer at the village,
I struggle hard to maintain my family with
seven children and Shila joined a garment
factory in the capital, leaving school when
she was a student of Class VII.

"Shila returned home two days ago for a
family function. Mukul and his aides hacked
my daughter out of vengeance. [ want punish-

ment of the culprits,” Karim said.

Shila, lying on the floor of Pabna Medical
College Hospital, said she clearly recog-
nised Mukul among the attackers.

"Mukul often embarrassed me by giving
marriage proposal. Despite his repeated
approach, I rejected him and it made him
angry. Finally they hacked me with
machetes inside our house, " she said.

Being panicked she could not speak more.

Dr Monjura Rahman, assistant director
of Pabna Medical College Hospital, said
Shila got injuries on seven spots from the
head to leg.

She is out of danger now and undergoing
treatment at the surgery ward of the hospi-
tal, the doctor said.

A case was filed with Sujanagr Police
Station accusing Mukul and his aides yester-
day morning, said Shakil Uddin, officer in
charge of the police station.

Police went to the spot but the attackers
had already fled the area, he said.
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Shila Khatun at Pabna Medical College Hospital.

Deed writers demand removal
of sub-registrar for 'corruption'

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Deed writers of Bochaganj upazila of the dis-
trict staged a demonstration yesterday,
demanding removal of the upazila sub-
registrar Md Golam Mortuza for his alleged
corruption and harassment in registering land.

They also besieged the sub-registrar's
office to realise their demand.

Recording of land sales in the upazila has
been halted for a month as the deed writers have
been on an indefinite strike since February 2,
demanding removal of the sub-registrar.

Mizanur Rahman, president of Dinajpur
Deed Writers' Samity and vice president of
Bochaganj upazila AL, said Md Golam
Mortuza joined Bochaganj sub-registrar's
office on August 3 last vear.

"After joining, he has not processed any
land selling papers without taking bribe. If
anybody declined to pay bribe he was sub-
jected to harassment,” Mizanur said. The sub-
registrar also threatened to cancel the licence
of the deed writers for protesting his misbe-
haviour and corruption, Mizanur added.

During a visit to Bochaganj upazila, this
correspondent saw posters pasted in differ-
ent places in the upazila demanding
removal of the upazila sub-registrar.

The sufferers, including those who want to
sell or purchase land, also joined in the agita-
tion yesterday as sub-registrar Md Golam
Mortuza directly demanded bribe from them.

"He demanded Tk 10,000 as bribe from
me," said Abdul Hye of Murshidhat village.
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Patients suffer as MMCH
interns on strike

OurR CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

Interns at Mymensingh
Medical College Hospital
(MMCH) continued their
strike for the second day
yesterday. They went an
indefinite strike on Tuesday
protesting the attack on one
of their fellows by some
outsiders.

The interns yesterday
submitted a memorandum
to the MMCH authorities,
giving a 48-hour ultimatum
to arrest the attackers, said
Dr Abu Bakar Siddique,
president of Intern Doctors'
Association at MMCH.

"We will continue the
strike as long as the culprits
are not arrested,” said Dr
Siddique.

Intern Doctors'
Association sources said a
group of around 15 outsid-
ers entered Ward No-13 of
the hospital 15 days ago.
When the on-duty doctors
asked them why they
entered the ward without

any reason, the group
locked in an altercation with
them and left the scene after
threatening them, it was
alleged.

The same group again
entered the room on
Tuesday and engaged in an
altercation with Dr Mazhar
over taking of tissue paper
from the ward without
permission. At one stage,
they assaulted Dr Mazhar,
said sources.

Contacted, Dr Motiur
Rahman Bhuiyan, secretary
of BMA Mymensingh unit,
said they have already held
several meetings with the
hospital authorities, police
administration and the
interns, but the matter is yet
to be resolved.

The matter will be
resolved soon for the sake of
the patients, hoped Dr
Bhuiyan.

A case was lodged with
Kotwali Police Station on
Tuesday but no one was
arrested as of filing of this
report at 5:00pm yesterday.

Court employee held
for extortion

OuRr CORRESPONDENT,
Kushtia

The Detective Branch (DB) of
police arrested an employee
of the Chief Judicial
Magistrate's (CJM) court in
Chuadanga on charge of
extortion and intimidation
onTuesday night.

DB officials said they
detained Sahajada Selim
alias Prince, 33, a process
server of the court, as CJM
ABM Mahmudul Hasan
handed him over to them on
charge of extorting money
from another employee of
the same court, by threaten-
ingwith a firearm.

"Process server Prince
called me and took me to
the rooftop of the court
building at about 11:30am
during office hour on
Monday. Showing me a
pistol, he demanded Tk 1
lakh," goes the general dairy
(GD) filed by Abdullah Al
Mamun, a computer opera-
tor of the CJM's court, with
Chuadanga Sadar Police
Station on Tuesday.

"Prince introduced
himself as a top man of an

outlawed party and threat-
ened to kill me by the cad-
res of the outfit if the
money is not given. He also
snatched Tk 20,000 from
my pocket. To save my life, |
paid the rest money
through a bKash number
used by Prince on Tuesday, "
it adds.

Mamun informed CJM
ABM Mahmudul Hasan,
who asked him to filea GD.

Later, a copy of the GD
was given to the DB that
found the matter to be true
after investigation.

A DB team arrested
Prince from the court
office at about 8:30pm on
Tuesday and handed him
over to Chuadanga Sadar
Police Station on the
night, said Saiful Islam,
officer-in-charge of the
police station.

The Chief Judicial
Magistrate's Court sent
Prince to jail yesterday noon
after police produced him
before the court.

Prince hails from
Khalishakundi village in
Daulatpur upazila of
Kushtia district.

SNIPPETS

Cop held with Yaba

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Law enforcers arrested a policeman and two other drug
peddlers with 300 Yaba tablets in front of Bhangura
Women's College in Bhangura upazila under the district
on Tuesday night. The arrestees are Golam Sarwar, 35, a
constable of Rajshahi Jugipara police camp, Shuvo, 18, of
Baghmara upazila, and Tariqul Isalm, 26, of Tanore
upazila in Rajshahi. Informed that a gang of drug peddlers
were trying to sell the Yaba a police team raided the area
and arrested the three, said police.

Four 'robbers' arrested

OurR CORRESPONDENT, Kurigram

Police on Tuesday arrested four accused in a case for com-
mitting robbery at a house in Chilmari upazila of the
district. The arrestees are Suzan Mia, 20, Rabiul Islam, 21,
Nur Alom, 22, of Rangpur district, and Aminul Islam, 58, a
member of Dharnibari Union Parishad in Ulipur upazila
of Kurigram. The case was filed with Chilmari Police
Station on February 13, said Assistant Superintendent of
Police Masud Alam.

6 fined for taking drug

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Manikganj

A mobile court fined six youths Tk 1500 each for taking
drug in Singair upazila of the district on Monday night.
The convicts are Shaidul Islam, 20, Riajul Islam, 19,
Enamul Haque, 19, Joynal Hossain, 20, of Kangsha vil-
lage, Sadman, 19, and Rubel, 20, of Ajimpur village in the
upazila. Upazila Nirbahi Officer Sheikh Jahidul Islam led
the court, said police.

Youth electrocuted

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

A youth was electrocuted in Hakimpur upazila of the
district yesterday. The deceased was identified as Razu
[slam, 24, son of late Monsur Ali of Modhya Basudevpur
village in the upazila. Locals said when the youth climbed
a coconut tree he came in contact with a snapped electric
wire. He died on the spot.

Journo hurt in attack

OurR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

A journalist was injured in an attack by criminals in
Sobhanighat area of Sylhet city on Tuesday night. The
injured is Masrur Rasel, staff reporter of the 'Dainik Pravat
Bela'. Police said agangof 12/15 identitying themselves as
students of Darus Sunnah lakubia Madrasa entered the
office of the daily in the area and vandalised the furniture.
When Masrur tried to stop them, they beat him, leaving
him injured.

Touchstone statue seized

OurR CORRESPONDENT, Chapainawabganj

Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) and police in a drive
seized a touchstone statue of Lord Bishnu, weighing about
148 kg, from a mango orchard at Sonadoho village in
Gomostapur upazila of the district on Sunday. On secret
information, a team of BGB and police, led by Upazila
Nirbahi Officer AM Alamgir Kabir raided the orchard and
recovered the touchstone statue worth about Tk 1.48
crore, said Lt Col Jahid Hasan, commanding officer of
BGB-43 Battalion. However, none was arrested in this
connection.
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