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Foreign minister
meets Indian
external affairs
minister

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Foreign ministers of Bangladesh and
India yesterday discussed various
issues relating to the bilateral rela-
tions between the two countries.

They agreed to have the next meet-
ing of the Joint Consultative
Commission, co-chaired by the two
ministers, in Dhaka in July this year.

The discussion took place when
Foreign Minister Abul Hassan
Mahmood Ali yesterday had a meet-
ing with the Indian External Affairs
Minister Sushma Swaraj at her office
in New Delhi, said a foreign ministry
press release.

Ali is currently in New Delhi to
attend the first meeting of the Raisina
Dialogue.

PM pins hope
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implement development projects
promptly, strengthen monitoring and
expedite the pace of development in
the country, said the PM.

The government with support
from Korean Exim Bank imple-
mented the project involving Tk 403
crore. Another 160 UITRCEs will be
set up under the project in phases.

Hasina said the country's educa-
tion system would fully be based on
ICT. The government will set up a
UITRCE in every upazila to provide
training to all teachers on ICT so that
they can teach their students in the
classroom, she added.

She termed the inauguration of
the UITRCEs a milestone in the his-
tory of the country's education sys-
tem. She mentioned that her govern-
ment also set up 5,275 union digital
centres. Besides, 8,000 post offices
will be turned into digital centres in
phases.

The PM said the main aim of her
government is to ensure balanced
development of the country and
eradicate poverty through education.

“The aim of our government is to
reduce the income inequality
between the rich and the poor.... We
want to develop the country where
people would get a better life.
Without education, we can't elimi-
nate poverty from the country.”

The UITRCEs, the premier said,
will be turned into full-fledged ICT
training labs which would speed up
the ICT training for the teachers and
students at primary and post-primary
level institutions at the grassroots.

The UITRCEs will be utilised for
ICT education of teachers, access to
information for students, teachers,
citizens, and the local Education
Management Information System
(EMIS) data centres.

Education Minister Nurul Islam
Nahid and South Korean
Ambassador to Bangladesh Ahn
Seong-doo were present as special
guests at the function.

10 hurt
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Hospital with head injuries.

BUI students also attacked on Selim
Ahmed, cameraman of Bangla Vision,
and damaged his camera during the
clash.

Witnesses said Sajib Hossain, an
employee of fast food shop, Hot-
Plate, was sacked by its owner alleg-
edly for stealing a mobile phone set
on Monday.

Over the issue, Sajib and his one
colleague locked in a scuffle yesterday
noon. Later at 4:00pm, friends of
Sajib, including some BU students,
tried to attack the shop. On informa-
tion, police rushed in and tried to
quell the situation. At one stage, the
students threw brick chips at the law
enforcers that led to the clash, said
police.

Contacted, Shafiul Alam, proctor
of the university, said the matter was
not related to the university rather
he said the BU authorities were try-
ing to contact with police and the
administration to release the
detained students.

BFF suspends
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subcommittee which questioned the
alleged players on the basis of disci-
plinary allegations. The allegations
were brought by a separate fact-
finding committee formed to investi-
gate the failure of the team in last
year's SAFF Suzuki Cup and this
year's Bangabandhu Gold Cup.

Rapist gets
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siblings of the charges, said prosecu-
tion lawyer Farid Ahmed Hazari.

In August 2006, Sohel on many
occasions raped his cousin, a class-
VIII student back then. At one stage,
she became pregnant and gave birth
to a baby boy in August 2007,

As the accused refused to marry
her, the victim filed the case that year.

One step forward
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The depositions of witnesses and their
cross examinations are hand written
by the judges concerned in courts and
then they are typed. This is time-
consuming.

But in the 20 courts, statements and
cross examinations will be composed
on computers by stenographers from
now on; in front of the judges, prose-
cution and defence lawyers, plaintiffs,
and witnesses, Sabbir Foyez, addi-
tional registrar of the High Court
Division of the Supreme Court, told
The Daily Star.

The judges, lawyers, plaintiffs, and
witnesses will be able to watch on the
monitors if the records were being
made correctly, he said, adding thatif a
recording was incorrect, it could be
fixed instantly.

Sabbir said the records would be
preserved in tamper-proof computers
and copies of the records would be
printed after they are recorded cor-
rectly.

The copies would be provided to the
judges and lawyers after they were
signed by officials concerned, he said,
adding that the same system would be
introduced in phases at all courts of
the country.

He said the system would speed up
trials and therefore reduce the backlog
of cases at courts, the suffering of
justice seekers, and save their money.

Similar systems would be set up in
courts of nine districts, including
Dhaka, Rajshahi, Chittagong, Khulna,
Barisal, Rangpur, and Sylhet within
this year, Sabbir said.

He said the testing of the system
started in the Sylhet courts seven to
eight months ago.

At the appellate and high court
divisions of the SC, a digitised system was
already in place for listing the serial
numbers of cases and bail confirmations.

Replying to a query, Sabbir said the
United Nations Development
Programme financed the digitised

deposition recording system in Sylhet.

Finance Minister AMA Muhith, who
was at the inauguration programme,
assured that his ministry would allo-
cate Tk 10 crore for setting up the
system in other courts of the country.

He said 10 to 15 years' time would
be needed to have an e-judiciary.

Chief Justice Sinha at the function
urged all to stay alert while making
comment on the judiciary.

He said some judgments have been
pending with few judges who have
retired six to seven years ago.

The chief justice said the people in
television talk-shows do not say
anything against this practice. They
rather speak in such a manner that
appears to malign the chief justice.

He said, "Today, our country's
media has achieved a lot. Today we see
a lot in the media. Discussions take
place in talk shows at night.
Discussions on the judiciary are held
in the electronic and print media. I
want to tell everyone in this
programme, we have the media liberty.
Freedom of press is guaranteed under
article-39 of the constitution. But this
freedom is subject to some restrictions.
Excess liberty does not bring people's
well-being. It should have a limit. "

Justice Sinha said the problem with
huge backlog of 30 lakh pending cases
could be resolved, if the older laws
were updated.

Amid the lawyers' demand, Law
Minister Anisul Huq assured them of
taking steps to install lifts in court
buildings, constructing bridges to
connect the bar and court buildings,
and allocate Tk 5 lakh for its library.

Justice Md Imman Ali of the
Appellate Division, State Minister for
ICT Division Zunaid Ahmed Palak,
UN Resident Coordinator Robert
Watkins, also spoke at the meeting
presided over by Sylhet District Judge
Munir Hosain Patuary.

Our correspondent in Sylhet con-
tributed to this report.

Hassles over Thai visa
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officials, tourists and private-sector
officials who have to attend various
conferences and meetings.

Usually, the embassy used to issue
visas within three to four working days
in the past.

From January to late February, no
fewer than 20,000 Thai visa applica-
tions of Bangladeshis were left pend-
ing, sources said.

Even the credible visa seekers like
Bangladesh government officials,
members of the armed forces, busi-
nessmen, investors and tourists and
others who make foreign trips each
year for multiple purposes were not
given visa on time.

Talking to The Daily Star yesterday,
a footwear businessman in Dhaka said
he abandoned his visit to Thailand and
then travelled to China after the
embassy refused him visa keeping his
passport for over a month.

"Although I went to Thailand over
two dozen times, this time they did not
issue visa and harassed me by asking
for various trade-related documents,
certificates etc,” he said.

Failing to get visa after a long wait,
he started business with China. He got
Chinese visa easily and already made a
successful trip there.

Besides, a leading travel agency
official said that after nearly two
months of delay, they received visas for
over 1,000 applications last week. But
the applicants had to face serious
difficulties as many failed to keep their
appointments with doctors in
Thailand.

Several applicants also missed their
scheduled trips abroad because the
Thai embassy kept their passports.

"We made repeated requests for
return of some passports and also
wanted to withdraw the visa applica-
tions of those who needed passports
urgently,” said the official.

"But the embassy ignored all this.”

Another top executive of a travel
agency yesterday told The Daily Star
that they were giving visa assistance to
a large number of applicants, includ-
ing a good number of government
officials.

Many of their regular clients could
not attend important conferences,
business meetings and had to miss
appointments with doctors and hospi-
tals as the embassy issued visas after a

delay of two to two and a half months.

Many of the genuine applicants
were not given visa without assigning
any reason, he said.

Travel agency sources alleged that
the problem took a serious turn after
two new officials joined the visa
section in recent months. Since then,
the embassy is issuing visas against 10
to 15 percent of the applications,
keeping the rest pending.

An official at the foreign ministry
quoted embassy officials as saying that
the Thai immigration department has
introduced a new systern that requires
approval from Bangkok for issuing visas.
As aresult, the local officials are unable to
issue visa quickly like in the past.

Thai embassy officials could be
contacted after repeated attempts but
The Daily Star failed to get any com-
ment from them.

The Bangladesh foreign ministry
twice called the Thai embassy officials,
asking it to explain the reasons behind
the delay in visa processing. The ministry
also asked for easing up visa procedures.

Officials said the foreign ministry
received an unspecified number of
complaints from different quarters
that the Thai embassy authorities are
neither speedily issuing visas nor
returning the passports of the visa
applicants.

Bangladesh Ambassador to
Thailand Saida Muna Tasneem
recently met Commander of
Immigration Bureau of Thailand
Police Major General Supapone
Arunsit and Suvat Chirapant, Deputy
Permanent Secretary in charge of visa
applicants to discuss the large number
of pending visa cases as well as the visa
procedures.

Talking to The Daily Star over
phone on Tuesday, Ambassador
Tasneem said that she met top Thai
government officials and drew their
attention to the fact that 110,000
Bangladesh tourists visited Thailand in
2015.

Amid the concern of Dhaka, the
Thai authorities recently assured the
government of “necessary efforts” to
make the visa process “smoother
within the existing national and
regional security context”.

But the sufferings of Thai visa
seekers have not eased even after the

assurance from the Thai authorities in
Dhaka and Bangkok.

Another ATM fraud
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on the issue saying that the latest
incident may be a result of the recent
skimmed off data of a huge number
of cards.

“Of these copied cards, may be,
some were used by the Bangladeshi
expatriates in Saudi Arabia or Saudi
nationals visiting Bangladesh at that
time,” said Kazi Saifuddin Munir,
managing director of IT Consultants
Limited that runs the country's largest
payments switch, QQ Cash.

The ATM frauds that took place
between February 6 and February 12
created a huge hue and cry in the
country as such incidents were first of
its kind in Bangladesh.

Thomas, also known as, Piotr
Szczepan Mazurek, a German
national, and his three local partners
working in the City Bank were arrested
for allegedly skimming ATM cards and
stealing cash from cardholders.

Investigators found Thomas was
leading a lavish life in Dhaka with the
stolen money of the international
credit cards used by foreigners. He
along with his foreign and local
accomplices used to follow foreigners -
- where they use their cards (shops and
hotels) -- and set up skimming devices
to steal data from those ATMs. Then
they created fake cards which they used
for drawing huge amount of cash from
other countries.
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Cancer patient
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Norma, from Michigan, told The
Huffington Post: “People shouldn't be
afraid to travel. No matter your age.”

She made the decision to go on
the trip in August 2015 after she was
diagnosed with uterine cancer and
was asked by a doctor about how she
would like to proceed with her treat-
ment.

Norma, whose husband had died
two days earlier, said: “I'm 90 years
old, I'm hitting the road.”

Her decision has been widely
supported and a Facebook page docu-
menting her travels, called Driving
Miss Norma, has so far garnered
almost 90,000 “likes”,

In a post on the page, her family
wrote about the decision to not have
treatment and to travel instead.
According to them, Norma's doctor
fully supported the idea and said: "As
doctors we see what cancer treatment
looks like every day. ICU, nursing
homes, awful side effects and hon-
estly, there is no guarantee she will
survive the initial surgery to remove
the mass.

“You are doing exactly what |
would want to do in this situation.
Have a fantastic trip!”

Speaking to The Huffington Post,
Norma's daughter-in-law Ramie said
they had no plans to stop travelling
yet. She said: “We have no idea where
or when it will end. We are living in
the present moment.”

"Everyone has different ideas about
how they want the end of their life to
work. As a planet, we need to have this
conversation,” she told ABC News.

Govt served
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and the public prosecutor of
Narayanganj Sessions Judge's Court,
where the seven-murder case is pend-
ing, is not withdrawn within 72
hours, he will file a writ petition with
the High Court.

Law secretary and solicitor of the
law ministry have been made respon-
dent to the notice.

Meanwhile, Law Minister Anisul
Huq on Tuesday night told The Daily
Star that his ministry has not taken
any action against Wajed Ali Khokon,
as the ministry did not receive any
official complaint against him.

OUR Narayanganj correspondent
reports: Hearing of an arms case
against Nur Hossain, also the prime
accused in the seven-murder case,
was yesterday deferred to April 13 as
none of the witnesses appeared in the
court.

Asked why the witnesses did not
appear at the court, additional public
prosecutor KM Fazlur Rahman said
the 10-12 witnesses probably were
not aware of the hearing as the sum-
mon orders might not have been sent
to them in a proper way.

Fazlur said police recovered several
firearms, bullets and sharp weapons
from Nur Hossain's Siddhirganj
house and later three cases were filed
against him for possessing the arms
and not returning the weapons after
their licenses were revoked as he fled
to India following the seven murders.

Food ministry
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not be possible to give support to
farmers without clearing the stocks.
"Farmers are unlikely to suffer. We
are also planning to export coarse rice
so that the domestic market contin-
ues to register demand,” he said
adding that the food ministry plans
to export 1 lakh tonnes of rice.

Talbia
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in Dhaka has created this unique
opportunity for a young Bangladeshi
woman to get firsthand experience of
life as a diplomat to promote the cause
of women's leadership,” a diplomat of
the embassy said yesterday.

The shadow ambassador will dis-
cover how a real life embassy oper-
ates and how politics, development
and trade come together in a truly
international environment. The idea
generated much interest among the
young women in Bangladesh and
several embassies run by women
ambassadors in Bangladesh have
decided to join the initiative.

Talbia, who is very excited to get
this opportunity, is keen to maximize
learning from this unique occasion
and strengthen her network.

“I believe there is a need to reform
the existing educational and social
structures that often leave women
behind,” she said.

Danish Ambassador Hanne Fugl
Eskjer is equally looking forward to
having Talbia as a shadow ambassa-
dor. She believes this initiative reflects
the Danish priority of promoting
women's rights and economic
empowerment in Bangladesh.

She feels that this opportunity will
be an example for other aspiring
young women to step up and be
leaders in their own ways.

“Even though it's a small initiative,
it will give an individual some real
life practical experiences which may
build a bridge between their aspira-
tions and achievements and hope-
fully will inspire many others like
them, " said the ambassador.

Bill Gates tops list
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overcoming Mexico's Carlos Slim
Heluin 2014.

Helu came in fourth in Forbes'
2016 list of 1,810 billionaires,
behind Gates, Zara's Amancio
Ortega and business mogul Warren
Buffett, respectively.

Others who made the top ten
include Amazon's Jeff Bezos at fifth
on the list, Mark Zuckerberg of
Facebook at sixth, Oracle's Larry
Ellison at seventh, Michael Bloomberg
at eighth, and tied for ninth are David
and Charles Koch.

Zuckerberg, 31, had the best year
of all billionaires, having added
$11.2billion to his fortune and mov-
ing up from number 16 to six on the
list. This is Zuckerberg's and Amazon's
Jeff Bezos' first appearance in the top
ten of Forbes' annual ranking.

The top ten billionaires rake in a
net worth of approximately
$505.4billion.

Forbes found 1,810 billionaires
this year, down from last year's
record of 1,826. The aggregate net
worth of the billionaires was
$6.48trillion, $570billion less than
last year.

The average net worth of a billion-
aire dropped for the first time since
2010 and sits at $3.6billion, down
$300million from last year.

While 221 people fell off the bil-
lionaires list this year, 198 people

joined the ranks. Twenty-nine from
the 2015 list died, while another 29

rejoined the list after having fallen off.
Noteable drop-offs include fash-
ion designer Tory Burch, Sam Adams

head Jim Koch and Dick's Sporting
Goods chief Edward Stack.

Of those billionaires who made it
on to this year and last year's list,
892 are poorer while only 501 have
increased their fortunes.

Chinese billionaire Wang Jianlin,
whose company owns AMC Theaters
climbed into the top 20.

Notable newcomers to the list
include Cameron Mackintosh, the
first theatre producer to enter the
ranks, WeWork's Adam Neumann
and Miguel McKelvey and Pinterest's
Ben Silbermann and Evan Sharp.

Neumann, Silbermann and Sharp
are three of 66 billionaires under 40
years old, a record for the Forbes
list.

The youngest on the list is 19-year-
old Norwegain heiress Alexandra
Andresen, who holds a 42 per cent
stake in her family's business. Her
20-year-old sister is the second youn-
gest on the list.

Andreson, a professional dressage
competitor, and her sister are ranked
the 1,475th richest people in the
world after their father Johan F
Andresen transferred his stake in
Norway's biggest company, Ferd
Holdings, to his daughters in 2007 .

Zhou Qunfei is the richest self-
made woman in the world, holding a
$5.9billion fortune from
smartphone screens. She is one of
190 women to make the list, down
from 197 last year.

US billionaires hold 540 spots on
the list, more than any other country
in the world. In second is China with
251 and German with 120.

Clinton, Trump score big
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"make America great again.”

"America never stopped being
great!" she said to cheers from support-
ers in Miami.

"It's clear tonight that the stakes in
this election have never been higher,
and the rhetoric we're hearing on the
other side has never been lower."

Trump painted Clinton -- the former
first lady, senator and secretary of state -
- as a Washington insider, who cannot
address a furious electorate’s desire for
change.

"She's been there for so long, I mean
if she hasn't straightened it out by now,
she's not going to straighten it out in
the next four years," he said.

A recent CNN/ORC poll found that
both Clinton and Sanders would easily
defeat Trump if the general election --
set for November 8 -- were held now.

But few are likely to underestimate
the 69-year-old Trump after his
primary rout.

REPUBLICAN UNEASE

Super Tuesday was the most pivotal
day of the US presidential primary
season so far, with half the Republican
delegates and a third of Democratic
delegates needed to win the nomina-
tions up for grabs.

Trump's victories were widespread,
from Alabama and Georgia in the deep
south, to Massachusetts in the northeast,
to the vital battleground state of Virginia.

The scope and scale of the victories
will sow terror among establishment
Republicans, who fear the party of
Abraham Lincoln, Theodore Roosevelt
and Ronald Reagan could face general
electoral annihilation.

While Trump's rivals Marco Rubio
and Ted Cruz struggled to make the
case they can still win, Trump tried to
defuse an intra-party feud that may be
the only serious obstacle remaining on
his path to the nomination.

He offered an olive branch to party
leaders who are fighting a rearguard
action, making the case he can unify
and grow the party.

"I think we'll be more inclusive and
more unified. I think we'll be a much
bigger party," Trump said, easing up on
his hallmark bombast.

However, any way you look at it, it
was Trump's night, as he won big and
his two top rivals did well enough to
stay in the race and thus keep their
supporters divided, said Sabato's
Crystal Ball, a political newsletter
published by the University of Virginia.

"Happiness for Donald Trump is a
divided opposition. He's got precisely
that and it's going nowhere for the time
being," the newsletter said.

CRUZ, RUBIO ON ROPES

Cruz used victories in his home state of
Texas, with its bumper haul of
delegates, and in neighboring
Oklahoma to argue he is the only
Republican who can beat Trump. He
also won in Alaska, the last state to
report its results.

"For the candidates who have not
yet won a state, who have not racked up
significant delegates, 1 ask you to
prayerfully consider our coming
together, uniting, " he said.

Rubio won in Minnesota, funda-
mentally undermining his claim to be
the representative of mainstream
Republicanism. It was his first win of
the campaign.

But he ended the day in Florida -- a
clear signal that he wants to win his own
home state, which votes on March 15.

For good measure, his campaign
also announced events in Kentucky,
Kansas, and Louisiana, in an attempt to
pre-empt questions about his future.

But it might be too little too late,
with polls showing Trump with a
commanding lead nationwide.

The CNN/ORC poll gave Trump 49
percent of support nationwide, with
Rubio a distant second at 16 percent
and Ted Cruz one point further behind.

Rubio and Cruz may both harbour
long-shot hopes that Trump fails to
win enough delegate support to secure
the nomination outright, leaving the
convention to decide the nominee in
July.

They may also be betting that
whoever emerges strongest from a
brutal 2016 campaign would be the
prohibitive favourite in four or eight
years' time,

Moscow nanny admits

beheading child

AFP, Moscow

A nanny accused of decapitating a young girl in
her care then walking through the street bran-
dishing the head, yesterday said "Allah ordered”
the killing as she appeared at a Moscow court.

Suspect Gyulchekhra Bobolkulova from
Muslim-majority Uzbekistan -- whom the press
have dubbed "the bloody nanny” -- was detained
on Monday as she was waving the child's severed
head outside a metro station in northwestern
Moscow. She was sent for psychiatric examina-
Hons.

"It was what Allah ordered,” the 38-year-old
told journalists as she was brought into the
district court to have her arrest confirmed and
extended.

With shoulder-length black hair parted in the
centre, she wore a royal blue pinafore over a
black tracksuit top.

At times, she smiled, other times she
grimaced, flashing a few golden teeth.

Speaking in broken Russian from the
suspect's cage, Bobokulova said: "Allah is
sending a second prophet to give news of
peace” and also complained that she was
"hungry", had not been fed and would "diein a
week".

"Hi to everyone,” said the mother-of-three,
waving at the crowd of journalists in the
courtroom.

Investigator Olga Lapteva, who was clearly
emotional, told the court that Bobokulova was
suspected of committing an "extremely serious
crime” and that she should face "a mandatory
prison sentence of considerably more than three

years."

The court confirmed the nanny's arrest and
ordered her held in custody for two months as
investigations continued.

Investigators would push to have
Bobokulova charged on March 4, Lapteva said.

Investigators are trying to establish whether
Bobokulova had any accomplices.

State news agency RIA Novosti, citing a law
enforcement source, said Bobokulova had
recently been brainwashed by her Tajik lover,
who was apparently a radical Muslim himself.

The mass-circulation Moskovsky
Komsomolets, citing Uzbek police, said the
woman had suffered from schizophrenia for
about 15 years.

Komsomolskaya Pravda, citing a close family
friend, said the live-in nanny had recently
become very religious, spent a lot of time online
and had brought home a prayer mat.

Bobokulova has been undergoing psychiatric
examinations since her detention over the
murder of the girl, Nastya, whom the judge said
was born in 2011. Investigators had initially
estimated she was three or four vears old.

She is suspected of butchering the girl, who
had suffered from learning disabilities and
epilepsy, at the family's apartment in northwest-
ern Moscow, before torching it and fleeing the
scene,

Witnesses reported seeing an agitated
woman dressed in black who threatened to
"blow everyone up,” with one media report
saying she shouted "Allahu Akbar" -- Arabic for
"God is greatest” - as she paced up and down
outside a metro station.



