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LALMONIRHAT BCIC GODOWN

Labourers start indefinite
strike, stage sit-in

Demand seven months' arrears, raise

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Lalmonirhat

Labourers of Bangladesh
Chemical Industries
Corporation (BCIC) ferti-
liser godown at
Mahendranagar in
Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila
called an indefinite strike
yesterday, demanding pay-
ment of seven months'
arrear salaries and an
increase in their wages.
Listed fertiliser traders
are not getting urea ferti-
liser from the godwon as
the labourers staged a sit-
in in front of the godown,
stopping loading of ferti-
liser. But the unloading of
urea fertiliser under BCIC
and loading-unloading of
other fertilisers under
Bangladesh Agriculture
Development
Corporation (BADC) are
taking place as usual in
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the godown.

Ninety day labourers
who load and unload ferti-
lisers in the godown have
been not getting their
wages for seven months,
labourers said. They don't
get any reply from the con-
tractor or even BCIC offi-
cials when they ask about
their arrears.

“We have been bearing
our expenses by borrowing
money at high interest from
local money lenders,” said
day labourer Emdadul
Haque, 52.

Maminul Islam Babu,
president of the Labourers'
Union of the godown, said
they called an indefinite
strike for getting their
arrears and an increase in
their wages. "We will not
withdraw our strike until

our demands are ful-
filled," he said, adding
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that they will go for
tougher programme if they
do not get any response
from the BCIC authorities
by Saturday.

Maniruzzaman Manir,
general secretary of the
district unit of Bangladesh
Sangjukta Sramik
Federation, said labourers
of BCIC fertiliser godown
face wage indiscrimination
as they get only Tk 18 for
loading one tonne of urea
fertiliser whereas the wage
is Tk 45 for loading the
same amount in other
BCIC godowns in the coun-
try. “Labourers should be
paid Tk 40-Tk 45 for load-
ing one tonne of urea ferti-
liser,” he said, urging the
BCIC authorities to take
necessary steps in this
regard.

Abdul Hakim, president
of District Fertiliser

Association, said they are
not getting urea fertiliser
during peak time of IRRI-
boro farming as godown
labourers have gone on an
indefinite strike.

Golam Farooque
Farhad, the contractor of
urea fertiliser loading
labourers, said the labour-
ers will be paid their arrears
very soon.

Abdul Hanif, the in-
charge of BCIC fertiliser
godown at
Mahendranagar, said pay-
ment of the arrears is
under processing and the
labourers will be paid their
through their contractor
soon. Increasing of labour-
ers' wage depends on the
rate given by the contrac-
tor, he said, adding that
BCIC authorities will
consider the labourers'
demands.
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Labourers of BCIC godown at Mohendranagar in Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila gather in front of the godown yesterday after
starting an indefinite strike to press for the demand of seven months' arrear payment and rise in wage.

Low cost herbal pesticide

SCES SUCCESS

KM REzauL HOQUE,
Craibandha

lIse of herbal pesticide
developed by a local farmer
is gaining popularity among
the farmers of Katabari
union in Gobindaganj
upazila under the district for
producing poison-free crops
and vegetables.

The introducer of the
herbal pesticide, Abdul
Latif, 40, of Bogda village
under Katabari union of
Gobindaganj upazila,
said he started working in
the agriculture field after
passing the SSC examina-
tions.

"With an aim to check

pests, worms and diseases
in crop fields for low
price, I started work in
2008. After long experi-
ments with different
plants and roots, I made
the herbal pesticide in
2010," he said.

"I used it in my vegeta-
ble field successfully and
later distributed it among
the local farmers free of
cost.

"A farmer needs to
spend Tk 700 to 800 per
bigha for chemical pesti-
cides, whereas use of my
herbal pesticide costs

only Tk 100 for the same
area of land. More

importantly, such pesti-
cide is not harmful for
humans and animals,”
said Latif.

He has raised a garden of
herbal plants in his land.

Hazrat Ali, a vegetable
grower of Bogda village,
said they got miraculous
results by using the herbal
pesticide invented by
Latif.

Locals said over 300
farmers of the union used
herbal pesticide in their
crop fields last year and got
positive result.

Farmers from other
unions are also coming to
collect the herbal pesti-

cide.

Hearing the success story
of Latif's herbal pesticide,
Shahera Banu, upazila agri-
culture officer of
Gobindaganj, visited Latif's
herbal garden and the crop
fields where the pesticide is
used.

"The farmers looked
happy to use the low cost

herbal pesticide that seems
harmless for human and
animals, unlike chemical
pesticides. Still proper
laboratory testing is
needed to ascertain its
suitability and feasibility
for extensive use in the
crop fields," she said.
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PHOTO: STAR
A brinjal grower spays herbal pesticide, invented by Abdul Latif, at a field in Bogda village of Sadullapur upazila under

Gaibandha district, left, and Latif instructs a worker about the application of the pesticide.
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Housewife
beaten dead

OurR CORRESPONDENT,
Benapole

A housewife was beaten to
death by her husband for
dowry at Bohirghat village
in Abhaynagar upazila of
Jessore district yesterday
night.

The victim was identified
as Nasima Begum, 43, wife
of Omar Ali, son of late
Mandar Ali of Uttarpara
village.

Rezaul Islam, brother of
Nasima Begum, said Omar
used to torture Nasima for
dowry since their marriage.

The couple locked in a
quarrel over the issue on
Wednesday morning. At one
stage, Omar Ali beat up
Nasima mercilessly with a
stick at around 9:30pm,
leaving her injured.

Locals rescued her and
took her to a village doctor,
who declared her dead.
Omar Ali went into hiding
after his wife's death.

A case was filed in this
connection.

Three get life
term for
murder

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Nilphamari

Additional District and
Session Judge's Court in
Nilphamari yesterday sen-
tenced three youths to life
imprisonment for killing
their cousin eight years ago.
The case statement said
the accused beat up
Bodiuzzaman of Disco
Molapara village in Saidpur
upazila of the district on
September, 15, 2008, during
a quarrel over a trivial mat-
ter. He succumbed to his
injuries on way to hospital.
The victim's brother Saiful
Islam filed a murder case
with Saidpur Police Station
the next day, accusing eight
close relatives of the victim.
After examining the wit-
nesses and evidence,
Mahbubul Alam, additional
district and session's judge,
sentenced the three accused
and fined each of them Tk 10
thousand. In default, they have
tosufferone year moreinjail.
The court also sentenced
five other accused to one-
year jail and also fined them
Tk 1 thousand each. In
default, they have to suffer
one more month in jail.
The three accused who
were awarded life term are
Moksedul, Mostakin and
Emdadul, cousins of the
deceased and from the
same village.
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Bangladesh Mohila Parishad forms a human chain on Debiganj-Boda road in front of Sri
Sri Gaurio temple at Sonapota village in Debiganj upazila under Panchagarh district yes-
terday demanding punishment of the criminals who killed Jogeshwar Dasadhikari, priest
of the temple, and injured two devotees on Sunday.

Killing of two cousins
sparks protests

QUR CORRESPONDENT,
Manikeani

Local people of Gobindol
Uttarpara village in Singair
upazila formed a human
chain yesterday, demanding
immediate arrest and exem-
plary punishment of the
killers of Aziz Mollah and
his cousin Tendol Mollah.
They also brought out a
protest procession from in
front of the victims' house
and paraded all the roads of
the village before forming
the human chain at
Gobindol bus stand.
Among others, Aziz's
wife Farida Begum, son

Imran Mollah, 16, Tendol's
daughter Bachhia Begum,
and local union parishad
members Khorshed Alam
and Awlad Hossain,
addressed the rally.

Speakers at the rally
urged the authorities con-
cerned to arrest the killers
immediately and
demanded their trial under
speedy tribunal.,

On February 20, Tendol
Mollah, 50, and his cousin
Aziz Mollah, 55, of the
village, were killed by their
nephews Jahidul, Rashid,
Jasim and their accomplices
allegedly over a family feud.

They also injured

Tendol's brother Abdul
Karim, who is now undergo-
ing treatment at Savar Enam
Medical College Hospital.

Aziz's wife Farida
Begum filed a case with
Singair Police Station,
accusing 18 people,
including Rashid, Jahidul
and Jasim and their par-
ents, the following day.

Contacted, Officer-in-
Charge Saiduzzaman of
Singair Police Station said
they arrested Jahidur's
father-in-law Jahir Uddin
on Monday and produced
him before a court.

The court sent him to the
jail, the OC added.
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PHOTO: STAR

Locals form a human chain at Gobindol bus stand in Sinagir upazila under Manikganij
district yesterday demanding arrest and punishment of the killers of Aziz Molla and

Tendul Molla.

NORTH SOUTH UNIVERSITY

The only university in Bangladesh where all faculty members have foreign Masters or Doctorate
degrees primarily from USA, Canada, UK, Japan and Australia

Programs

School of Business
& Economics

BBA (Majors)

- Accounting

- Economics

- Entrepreneurship

- Finance

- Human Resource Management
- International Business

- Management

- Management Information Systems

- Marketing
- Supply Chain Management
BBA General

School of Health and Life Sciences

BS in

- Biochemistry and Biotechnology

- BPharm Professional

- Environmental Management
- Environmental Science

- Microbiology

NSU Business
programs are the
only ACBSP, USA

accreditated programs

in Bangladesh

NSU Highlights

Undergraduate

Admission

SUMMER 2016

All majors offer broad-based American curriculum

Credit transferable to USA, UK, Canada, Australia and
other universities
Fully automated library facility with students’ access to
20,000 e-books and 40,000 e-journals
English foundation courses are taught by competent
faculty including four from the U.S.
Entire campus is covered by CCTV camera & WiFi
access

Well-equipped 63 state-of-the-art laboratories

= More than 100 classrooms with built-in multi-media
Opportunities for extra and co-curricular
activity through 20 student clubs
Career, counseling and medical facility

School of Engineering & Physical Sciences

Bachelor of Architecture
BS in

- Civil & Environmental Engineering (CEE)
- Computer Science & Engineering (CSE)
- Electrical & Electronic Engineering (EEE)
- Electronics & Telecom. Engineering (ETE)
School of Humanities & Social Sciences

BA in English
-TESOL, Linguistics, Literature

Bachelor of Laws (LLB Hons

==

Scholarship &

Financial Aid

Up to 100% based on
admission test score &
academic records

NSU offers scholarship
over Tk.10 crore per year
for meritorious &

needy students

Application Deadline
30 March,
2016, 5:00 pm

Admission Test

for students

02 April, 2016

Saturday, 10:00 am

at NSU Campus

Application
Requirements

Combined GPA of 8.0 in SSC

and HSC with minimum 3.5 in each

Minimum GPA 2.5 in five subjects in
0-levels and GPA 2.0 in two subjects in A-levels

U.S. High School Diploma or equivalent

For the programs under School of Engineering &
Physical Sciences, applicants must have Math or
Physics with minimum B grade in HSC or C

grade in A-Levels

For BPharm Professional, applicants must have
Biology & Chemistry with minimum B grade in

HSC or C grade in A-levels

For Biochemistry & Microbiology applicants must

Apply Online using the following link:
www.admissions.northsouth.edu
Online payment options: VISA, Master card, etc.

Application forms can also be downloaded from NSU web
site and submit with a payment of Tk.1,000 at any of the

following banks: Southeast Bank, UCBL, DBBL, NCCBL, IFIC Bank,

have Biology & Chemistry
at SSC/HSC or O/A-levels

Admission test is waived for candidates
with minimum score of 1500 in SAT

(Math+Critical Reading+Writing)
and 500 in TOEFL
(CBT213/IBT79)

or IELTS 5.5

Bashundhara Branch and One Bank, Jagannathpur Branch, Dhaka

For more details

NSU Admissions & Information Office Level-1 & 3, Bashundhara, Dhaka -1229
Tel: 880 2 55668200, Ext. 5000, 5002, 5004, 4001
E-mail: admissions@northsouth.edu, www.northsouth.edu




