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historic era,” Enam Bhai clears his throat sitting
in his glass walled cubicle with the fellow
photographers working for The Daily Star.

The storyteller here is Sk Enamul Hag, popularly
known as Enam Bhai, our chief photographer who has
been with The Daily Star from the very beginning.

“Pre-historic?” | laugh.

“They took place in a time when there was no eight
storied Daily Star Centre in Farmgate. When there was no
need for a well-equipped graphics section and no wide
range of digital cameras,” he continues in a dramatic
voice.

“There was, however, one clunky desktop computer, a
few 35 mm film cameras, and some large pasting boards
to work on the newspaper layout. And there were pitch-
black darkrooms, and this is a story about how we got
freed from these matchbox sized darkrooms when digital
cameras came into our lives,” he continues.

Back then, the journey of clicking the right picture to
delivering it to the newsroom was quite a long one.

“We started off as a black and white newspaper when
we had a team of four photographers- AKM Mohsin, SK
Enamul Haque, Shafiuddin Ahmed Ditu and Hiru. After
capturing the pictures, we would spend hours in the
darkroom, standing in sweat and congestion, in suspense
and joy to develop the films into negatives. And then we
would put the negatives onto the photosensitive papers
that make the final print. After the final washing, once
they were dry, we would put a caption on the back of it
and turn them in. Such a long process!" Enam Bhai
remembers his eyes closed.

“We were the luckiest to have the first air-condition set
up in our darkroom in the history of The Daily Star,” he
adds laughingly.

While these days we take many photographs to get that
one perfect shot, back in the days of film photography,
there was barely any space for a second chance.

“A typical roll of film would cost 10 taka and used to
have only 36 exposures, and on top of that we had to
spend those very carefully. Using just your one perfect
sense, we were required to capture that one moment with
one click,” he continues. “In 1991, when Lieutenant
General (Retd.) Hussain Muhammad Ershad was given a
prison sentence; | was there to take his photograph
crowded with many other photographers. My challenge
was to take a photo of him in one shot, which | did and
later shared with other photographers.”

"We had run into hard times a couple of times," Enam
Bhai recalls. "Unmindful for a moment, you might end up
having an over exposed photograph and uncommon
thing to happen."

“You couldn't back up film; if something happened to
your rolls between shooting and developing, all your
work goes in vain. It happened once to our fellow
photographer who went to Mymensingh to photograph
the devastating flood and when he came back he
discovered that nothing had been captured in his film.”

| gasp in wonder, not daring to ask what happened
after that.

// L et me tell you a few stories from the pre-
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The inaugural issue of The Daily Star published on January 14, 1991.

There was a growing market demand for coloured
photos, when the Daily Star's closest competitor started
printing on coloured newsprints. “After moving into our
Dhanmondi office in 1993, every Thursday, we started
publishing colour photographs on the front and back
pages. In 2004, finally we got our first and only digital
camera that caused a stir among the photographers,” says
Enam Bhai. “However we used to have only one digital
camera which all of us made sure to share together.
Eventually that number increased.”

In last 25 years, Enam Bhai agrees that as an
organisation we have undergone extraordinary changes,
and that this is particularly true for the layout artists.

“Now we do the page layout of the newspaper with
keyboard commands on computer, but even a few years
back, it was a different story,” adds Joy Bhai, otherwise
known as Mohammad Asimujjaman, our Deputy section
in charge, Production.

“Before the page layout skills had expanded to
electronic media, we used to rely on a pair of steady
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hands using cutting and pasting tools and of course a
good eye,” laughs Joy Bhai.

“We used to utilise layout boards, where we would

manually cut and paste the news printouts following the

right alignment. When they would be proofread, the

designers would have to again manually cut out sections

and replace them with the corrected types,” Joy Bhai says.
He further explains the manual layout wizardry, which

requires another thousand words for me far exceeding the

allotted word count.

| came back to my desk, head spinning, thinking of all
the ups and downs that we have gone through in the last
two decades. | look at the individual computers sitting on

our desks, at the fancy professional cameras, the tiny
memory cards, the giant computers where all our
advanced graphics are being done.

Seeing them, Enam Bhai's tales surely sounded like
something that happened during once-upon-a-time-
when-there-was-no-electricity-and-dinosaur-exited era.

Prehistoric, yeah sure!

| INITIATIVE |

In the last two and a half
decades, The Daily Star not
only witnessed and reported
the changes around it - it had
been an agent of change itself.
Throughout a myriad range of
its projects, The Daily Star
continues to participate and
make a difference in society.
Here are some of the
initiatives the organisation is a
part of.

Bangladesh Business Awards

Since the beginning of the 21st century,
DHL and The Daily Star have been
organising the Bangladesh Business

Awards, which aims to give recognition to

the extraordinary business leaders and
enterprises in the country. Awards are
given in 4 categories: Business Person of

the Year, Outstanding Woman in Business,

Enterprise of the Year and Best Financial
Institution of the Year.

With this initiative, The Daily Star
encourages the entrepreneurial spirit of
the nation, paying tribute to managers,
innovators and business leaders. They are,
after all, the backbone of the economy.

HSBC-The Daily Star Junior
Climate Champions

If we narrow it down to just one global
challenge that must be dealt with
extremely urgently and with utmost
importance, it is climate change that
threatens our planet today. One way of
going about this problem is to raise
awareness among future generations.
Keeping that in mind, HSBC and The
Daily Star joined hands in 2013 to create
Junior Climate Champions. School
students participate in the contest, which
is made up of different categories, from
poster-making to science projects.
Rewarding the best participants, the
campaign, in the process, spreads
awareness about our environment and
climatic change across an entire
generation.

CONGRATULATIONS TO

lunier Climate Champions 2014
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The Daily Star's O' Level and A'
Level Awards

This popular award-giving ceremony first
took place in 1999. O' Level graduates
who earn at least 6 A's and A' Level
graduates who attain a minimum of 3 A's
are given out awards for their outstanding
academic results. Over the years, students
have aspired to get the prestigious award
and the annual gala event has been a
source of inspiration for many.

Celebrating Life

An endeavour by Standard Chartered
Bangladesh and The Daily Star,
Celebrating Life - which was born in 2008
- provides a fabulous platform for creative
expression. The competition brings out a
kaleidoscope of the Bangladeshi life,
portraying its various aspects through
photography, lyrics and films. Participants
can send in their works to participate in
the contest.
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Free subscription of The Baily Star
for a period of 6 months as the winner of

HSBC-The Daily Star Junior Climate Champions

Rupchanda-The Daily Star Super
Chef

The nationwide culinary battle has
captured a lot of attention amongst the
public. Aired on NTV, the programme is a
reality show, where participants - selected
through regional rounds - compete against
each other in a series of gastronomic
challenges.

Cooking as a hobby or as a passionate
pursuit has been taken up by Bangladeshi
people from different walks of life. For
them, this venture- which is jointly
organised by Rupchanda and The Daily
Star, provides a perfect opportunity to
show off culinary acumen, win generous
cash prizes and get exposure in the
culinary industry.
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The Daily Star ICT Awards

This is a brand new initiative. In
association with Bangladesh Association
of Software and Information Services
(BASIS), The Daily Star ICT Awards aims to
give recognition to the outstanding
achievements in the information and
communications technology sector.

Of course, this list of projects is not a
comprehensive one. There are many other
initiatives that had been taken up by this
newspaper, from spelling contest (Spelling
Bee) to a campaign of English language
learning (English in Schools).

Hopefully, in the next 25 vears, we will
undertake even bigger initiatives that we
can proudly boast about on our 50th
anniversary!



