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The i posd ng all-white edillce with its
picturesgue surroundings al Sher-e-Bangla Nagar
houses the couniny's law-making body the
Parliameni brain-child of renowned American
armchilect Louwis Kahn., the archileciural marvel
stands as an epilome of the architecis
|m;.gln.|11v: expanse as well as Lhe Throes ol
democratic desire in which the bangalee nation
has &6 long been— ard will be

Like mosi greal instiiulions, the parliamen
here has itsa own aimosphere. an expansaioe
compound wilth lar grealer aerial spaces all
around The :|1|..|;|{|::||.f1|.'rr:.|f fmarrled 1o

AASHA MEHREEN AMIN

The birth of The Daily Star and the beginning of
democracy in Bangladesh happened almost at
the same time. Thus it was an ideal
environment for a brand new paper to make its
mark. With a mandate to present the truth to
the people without fear or favour, this paper has
survived many odds, celebrated many victories
and dramatically grown in size and presence.
In this commemorative issue we recapture
some of the significant developments in this

somberness and ceremonial aura gives one Lhe
sense of being al the centre ol politics and als
makes hungry for ithe sialus and savoir-faire o
the ald hands Any pupil ol a school with  greail
iradition should experience the feeling As in
school, the iImtangible can be powerful agenis in
moulding the paiterm of life and in Seiting
sl Arhi. ds and codes ol conduct. bul Lhey can algo
be powerful enough to Inhibil eritical (howghi
and innevalion leadi=g 1o rilualisation aof Lthe
vilality ol life

Many peaple think the House is al ils besi al
queslion hours The imporance ol question
howurs lies in the apporiunity i |_|r|'-'.|-.1r-u 3]
counier-balance those bureaucralic lendencies
lound within anmy chvil service Devoling a delinite
part of parliamentary time o guesiioning
minisiers responsible | ot lhe wiork ol
deparimenis does much o saleguard individual
righils. A quesiion prompils the responsible
minesler delving nlo the detalled adminisiration
ol his depariment, and the civil servanl loathes
this probing. As Prolessor Lowell savs, quesiions
iurn ‘a searchlight upon every cormer of Lhe
public service

Malurally, queslions are used as a weapon by
the opposiiion Lo embarrass the government,
especially where some [acl damaging 1o ils
reputalion can be discovered, Or they can be the
means o ihe Biwerniment Lo n.]:ullarnlrua cerain
points of ils policy where a full-scale debaie
would be premature, The Government, om the
clher hand, may not yel be reacly to commit iisel
Here the arl ol replying lo gueslions is tested
What the minisier musl be prepared lor is the
insidious supplementary which always lurks
behired the original question and may be pul on
Lthe spur ol the moment. The rjfp,qufrnrul di=es
everylhing possible o briel ithe minisier
beforehand It gives him the answer he reads ot
ddds ides on the gueslioner and his knowledge

paper's evolution from a daily struggling to
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ol ithe subject anlicipales possible
supplemenlaries and prowvides replies 1o them. I
is said that the ieal answer (o a guesiion is briel
that appears o answer Lhe gueslion cormipebete by
Il challenged can be ;le'l-'rl.l: o e accurate In
every word @dives no opening lor awkward
supplemeniaries”. and discloses really nothing
Neveriheless oicasions can occur when
supplemeniaries do nol lollow [he expected
course and the minister I1s lell wilhout a
complele briel Here only a minister whi
thoroughly understands his depanment and is
guirk in thoughi and reparies will come through
with Iving colours Bul the House |8 guick 1o
appreciale, and Lhe Leader ol (he party (o recog
nise a minisier who Is consistently masier of

silualion when [aced by hosiile guesiioners and
who appears (o have a complete grasp of (he
work of his depariment Only on exceplional
grounds, such as defence considerations, will the
House mol (rown sgsverely on the [allure of &
minisier o answer a quesiion. and € s mos
urndikely that the matier will be allowed Lo drop

Fuesiion-tame alss gives an MP the opportunity
io raise special local problems alfeciing his
constituvency, In this he may be grnuinely seeling
iniormalion;, or he may merely be lakin i - "
advantage of his one real |:r|4:|1||'. 1] i_d\'tnj:: ;___.--""". &HTI!_EHE”- K". \?Il‘i |
himsell 16 his consliluenls Ly d
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The main function of the Speaker is (o preside I OVER. | -’} - "‘Hﬂ_-; :
aver meeling ol the House in (ull sesiion. a juasasl ke i s -
judicial Lask which can be [ullllled satisfactorily |
only by strict observvnce ol his independence and
impartiality. It is here that even minor tradiitons,

such as the cusiom of bowing Lo him on entering
of leaving Lhe House, play such an imporiani par
Bul the overriding reason why he succeeds in
sianding abowve party politics is the care taken by
all members o preserve his posilion. a care
which springs [rom the desire (0 make the hal-
lIow'ed insUiution work The Speaker is regarded
as the referee in charge of the game, who sees
thai il proceeds amoothly and according o the
rules. His decisions are rarely gquestioned and
then only through the accepied procedure
Breach of the rules can be punished, even by
sending a player ofl or abandosing Lhe ganse

here are several possible dilferences —
between tradition and change. belween vague
seniiments and precise thought, between
mindsiers and backbenschers, heiween Lhose who
have precise responsibiliiwes and those whoe do
[ le]
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establish itse
becoming the
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f as an independent voice, to
eading English newspaper that

e have come to trust.

3 THE UNSUNG HEROES

Reveals the stories of the workers working hard behind The

Daily Star, so that everyday more than 65,000 readers all
over the country get their copy of the newspaper on time.

4 THOSE GOOD OLD DAYS

Talks about the extraordinary changes that we have
undergone in terms of photography and newspaper
layout in the last 25 years in The Daily Star.

1 0 LIVING WITH THE EDITOR

Unpacks a box full of stories of
Mahfuz Anam, the Editor of The Daily
Star narrated by his family.
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The spring shopp\fng
It starts today.

Offer valid until 28 February 2016. Offer applicable on both cash and card payments. Issued by The HongKong and Shanghai Banking Corporation Limited in Bangladesh.

With discounts at shopping outlets with
your HSBC ATM card.

10-15%

on all purchases
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