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their husbands. A 2007 report stated
that 53% of married women in
Bangladesh were physically and or
sexually abused by their spouses.

The suppression of violence against
women and children act was passed in
2000. It stipulates harsh punishment
for commission of violent crimes
against women like rape, trafficking
and kidnapping.

Though legislation is an important
step towards curbing violence against
women in order for a significant
change to occur in their position, the
reality is that domestic violence exists
in almost every household and it is
almost a daily occurrence. Domestic
violence has not yet been brought
under the law as people sweep this
under the carpet terming it as a family
matter. Most women who faced domes-
tic abuse would say they did not dare
protest because they were afraid of
their husbands. This happens because
girls grow up believing they are weak
and need protection and in the
exchange they must serve men. They
take oppression of women being some-
thing customary, even normal. In the
process men tend to develop macho
complex which finds perverse expres-
sion through gang rapes. Bangladesh is
also reportedly notorious for recording
highest worldwide incidence of acid
crimes.

Bangladesh is a source and transit
country for women and children being
subjected to human trafficking, specifi-
cally forced labour and prostitution.
Women and girls are trafficked from
Bangladesh to India, Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain, United Arab Emirates (UAE)
for sexual exploitation. More than 20
million Women are victims of traffick-
ing globally. It's a regional and global
problem.

Societal attitudes must change in
order to end the stigma and victim
blaming that women face when they
report violence carried out against
them. Cyber harassment includes

posting pictures, comments, obnoxious
and humiliating messages and so on. It
causes the victims psychological stress,
disorder defamation of individual and
family, social stigma and suicides in the
WOTSt case scenario.

A revised National Women
Development Policy was adopted by
the Government in 2011, on the basis
of that a National Action Plan has been
drawn following the Beijing Platform

for Action and Convention on the
Elimination of all forms of
Discrimination Against Women
(CEDAW).

In Bangladesh the convention on
Elimination of All Forms of discrimina-
tion against women (CEDAW) was
ratified many years back, but its impor-
tant articles have not been introduced
yet. Article number 2 is about abolish-
ing all type of laws and practices against
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women rights. The government has
some reservations on them, which need
to be withdrawn so that gender equality
can be achieved.

Development policies and programs
tend not to view women as integral to
the economic development process.
This is reflected in the higher invest-
ments in women's reproductive rather
than their productive roles. Women's
economic empowerment requires bold
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and sustained action to advance
women's opportunities and rights and
to ensure that women can participate
and their voice heard. Earning money
helps women become economically
empowered. Economic empowerment
can help women to be empowered in
other areas.

Women's economic empowerment
sets a direct path towards gender equal-
ity, poverty eradication and inclusive
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economic growth. Women make enor-
mous contributions to economy
through on-farm activities, as entrepre-
neurs, or by doing unpaid work at
home. But they remain disproportion-
ately affected by poverty, discrimination
and exploitation. Economic empower-
ment not only benefits the economy
but also other social elements of exis-
tence. Importantly, it can reduce vio-
lence in the community. With eco-
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nomic independence, mobility of
women becomes smoother, their
acceptability in the family increases and
as a whole their position in society is
strengthened.

Action for changing the patriarchal
attitudes is required to relieve women
of their double burden through a
reform of the traditional gender-
division of labour. We should intro-
duce gender equality in the school
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curriculum. Even in politics, we don't
see that much participation of women.
The political parties don't have any
quota system to accommodate more
woImern.

Some progress has been made in
closing gender gaps as many women
are now members of the local govern-
ment councils that have important
responsibilities for rural and urban
development. The rapid growth of the
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garment industry has provided a large
number of formal sector jobs to
women, who now comprise more than
90% of labour force in the sector.

Women's role as change agents in
brining social transformation should be
recognised and furthered with an inclu-
sive policy mix backed by a determined
political will.

The writer is a women's rights activis
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