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In this era, success in competitive fields
is heavily measured by its commercial
value. Sports are no different, and
everybody knows that cricket has
evolved from a strictly amateur game
into a multibillion-dollar industry
these days. It is no secret that cricket
became the number one sport in our
country long ago and it would be no
exaggeration to say that all the remain-
ing sports combined cannot equal
cricket when considering the generation
of revenue.

With their popularity, it's no surprise
that cricketers are the most in-demand
when it comes to commercial endorse-
ments. That demand has risen hand in

hand with the Tigers' performances in
2015. Just ask new pace bowling sensa-
tion Mustafizur Rahman -- the best find
for Bangladesh this year, if not for
world cricket -- how much his account
swelled. In just one year, his world
changed forever and there's no doubt
he has made a lot of changes to his
lifestyle and the baby-faced left-arm
pacer from Satkhira has probably epito-
mised best what the Bangladesh cricket
team achieved and the big steps they
took to be reckoned as a force in world
cricket.

Looking at the billboards across the
country, you cannot imagine a road
which isn't adorned by the posters of
cricket stars. All those monetary suc-
cesses didn't come automatically, to
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achieve it the players had to upgrade
their brand value and that only hap-
pened due to on-field successes. And
on the field, 2015 was a year not only
worth remembering, but also a year
where they achieved something they
had never before accomplished; acco-
lades from pundits lauding 2015 as ' a
year of Bangladesh'.

We all know the popular phrase
"Rome wasn't built in a day". And
without a doubt today's success in
Bangladesh cricket was not builtin a
day as various milestones had to be
met in the long journey since
Bangladesh won their sixth 1CC
Trophy in Malaysia in 1997, a win that
saw them qualify for the 1999 ICC
World Cup, which paved the way for
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them as they drew the cricketing frater-

nity's attention by defeating Pakistan
for the first time. One cannot forget
Bangladesh's defeat of world champi-
ons Australia in Cardiff through a
now-disgraced Mohammad Ashraful's
run-a-ball century. The performances
under the leadership of Habibul
Bashar in the 2007 World Cup ensured
they got a strong footing in the world
cricket map.

Bangladesh then whitewashed New
Zealand at home twice in 2010 and
2013 which cannot be ignored. Besides
that there were numerous individual
and team successes which enhanced
the gradual improvement of
Bangladesh. However, it seemed that a
slow-moving Bangladesh suddenly
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made a big leap to make sure the Ti-
gers' name would be pronounced with
respect; especially in the 50-over ver-
sion of the game.

On March 9, 2015 what Bangladesh
achieved at Adelaide was just the begin-
ning of forging a new chapter in the
annals of Bangladesh history under the
charismatic leadership of Mashrafe Bin
Mortaza. Mahmudullah Riyad's century
and Rubel Hossain's four-wicket haul
took Bangladesh to the quarterfinal of
the 2015 ICC World Cup after they had
knocked out England by 15 runs. That's
not just a statistic, but it showed that
they had a new-found belief, which
actually led to the historic year
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