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Khaleda
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Pro-BNP lawyers brought out a pro-
cession on the court premises. They
chanted slogans against the filing of
the case and demanded that it be
withdrawn.

Without mentioning Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Khaleda in
her speech had also said, "He did not
want independence of Bangladesh; he
wanted to be Pakistan's prime minis-
ter. Liberation War would not have
taken place had Ziaur Rahman not
declared independence.”

In the complaint, Momtaz said he
was hurt when he saw the news in
different newspapers the following day.

The comments were not only
tantamount to sedition but also
defamatory, he said.

On December 23, Momtaz served
a legal notice to Khaleda, asking her
to apologise to the nation within
seven days or face legal conse-
quences. The BNP chief did not
respond.

Earlier, two cases were filed against
Khaleda over the same matter.
PROTEST
BNP acting secretary general Mirza
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir said the case was
nothing but a mockery and that it had
been filed out of political vengeance.

"False cases are being filed one
after another against our leader
|[Khaleda],” he said while addressing
a programme of Jativatabadi Krishak
Dal, a pro-BNP farmers' party, at the
Institution of Engineers, Bangladesh.

The sedition case had been filed
just to get her out of politics, he
added.

The BNP leader said there was no
element of treason in Khaleda's
remarks.

"She said the exact number of
martyrs should be determined so that
we can properly honour and respect
them. I've already clarified it through
a statement.”

Fakhrul alleged that the ruling
party had divided the nation at all
levels for narrow political gains.

lemperature
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poor people, particularly farmers and
day labourers, being the worst suffer-
ers as they could not work in the field
due to the cold snap.

Answering to a query, they said the
cold wave might dissipate from
Tuesday and temperature was likely
to rise in a day or two.

They said a mild to moderate cold
wave was sweeping through Rajshahi,
Rangpur, Khulna and Barisal divi-
sions and many regions of Tangail,
Faridpur, Madaripur, Gopalgan,,
Sitakunda and Srimangal.

Our Lalmonirhat correspondent
reports the temperature fell further
during the day to 9.2 degree Celsius
yesterday morning.

Our Gaibandha correspondent
reports that biting cold and dense fog
paralysed normal life in the district
over the last couple of days. Trains and
vehicular traffic, switching their head
lights on till noon yesterday, main-
tained low speed, reaching destina-
tions several hours later than usual.

No passenger ferry boats left the
Balashi ghat due to thick fog, snap-
ping communication of char people
in the Jamuna river basin.

In Kurigram, thousands of people
from over 250 chars are suffering
from the cold, reports our Kurigram
correspondent.

Dr Nazrul Islam, residential medi-
cal officer of Kurigram Sadar
Hospital, yesterday said, “156
patients have been admitted in the
hospital today [January 25] with
various cold related diseases while
over 300 have been given treatment
in outpatient department.”

Tarana Halim
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“It is completely against the princi-
ple and ideology of the state minis-
ter,” he said.

The case statement said Rana did
that to tarnish her goodwill and
image. It added that forging her sig-
nature, Rana sent letters to Teletalk in
different times seeking funds for
observing occasions like Victory Day,
Jail Killing Day, and Homecoming
Day of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

Rana, however, told The Daily Star
that the charges brought against him
were baseless. "I didn't forge anyone’s
signature. Even my signature on the
letters is also fake. Someone might
have done it to falsely implicate me,”
he said.

Abu Bakar Siddique, officer-in-
charge of Shahbagh Police Station,
said the Anti-Corruption
Commission would investigate the
case, and they were trying to arrest
Rana.

HC questions
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AKM Nur Nabi, filed a writ petition
challenging the legality of the elec-
toral code.

Nur Nabi in the petition said the
Municipality Election Rules 2015 is
contrary to the constitution.

Chief election commissioner and
secretaries to the election commis-
sion and ministries of LGRD, law and
home, Jatiya Sangsad and other offi-
cials concerned have been made
respondents to the rule.

Sohel Taj
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"Tajuddin Ahmad and Syeda Zohra
Tajuddin Memorial Foundation'.”

Sohel, who was made a state minis-
ter for home affairs in Hasina's 2009-
2013 cabinet but resigned after six
months, said his family and he felt the
PM's guidance and advice regarding
the venture would be invaluable.

“Our honourable prime minister is
not only the guardian of the people of
Bangladesh but also the protector of
the ideals and principles of
Bangabandhu and our Liberation War
and so it is only natural that we would
seek her cooperation and blessings
regarding this noble venture, " he said.

As well-wishers and fans continued
to post on social media, Sohel again
wrote on his Facebook page three
hours later: “l understand and appreciate
the love and affection that everyone has
shown for me and I am very thankful for

thatand [ will be forever grateful.”

Sohel, who lives in Maryland, US,
with his family, said, "I feel that [ can do
a lot of good work for people through
Tajuddin Ahmad and Syeda Zohra
Tajuddin Memorial Foundation'.

“I was, I am and I always will be
enshrined by the ideology of
Bangabandhu and the Liberation War for
which my father dedicated his entire life
and made the ultimate sacrifice.

“I am grateful to our honourable
prime minister for her love, kindness
and support for me, my family, and for
the foundation,” he added.

On Saturday night, Sohel along
with his sisters Simeen Hussain Rimi
and Mahjabin Ahmad Mimi met the
PM at the Gono Bhaban.

Sohel resigned as lawmaker on April
23, 2012, and declared that he would no
longer be involved in active politics.

Nurture ties
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(BUILD ) jointly organised the two-day
programme to showcase the private
sector investment opportunities in
Bangladesh. The summit ended yester-
day.

The WB official said there is a need
in Bangladesh to diversify into other
sectors such as electronics, manufac-
turing and services, away from gar-
ments.

Bangladesh now attracts between
$1.5-1.9 billion a year in FDI, which is
much lower than thatof Vietnam's $90
billion, she pointed out.

Investors, she said, prefer four
major things in a country: the ability to
consistently meet product standards,
low production cost, low labour cost
and market size.

“Bangladesh obviously does well in
terms of market size and competitive
labour cost. But it does not do in areas
such as compliance with international
production standards, confidence in
regulatory environment, access to
skilled labour, easy cross-border
movement of goods, labour, capital,
and easy access to critical inputs such
as industrial land, energy and power.”

Quoting a study of Multilateral
Investment Guarantee Agency of the
WB Group, Fruman said civil distur-
bance, terrorism and war are the
topmost factors that put foreign
investors at bay.

But one out of four corporate
investors either withdrew from an
existing investment or cancelled
planned investments over the past 12
months not because of the three
reasons, but for reasons that are within
the control of the government, she
added.

They include adverse regulatory
changes, expropriation, non-
honouring of government's guaran-
tees, breach of contracts and transfer
and convertibility restrictions, she
went on saying.

In Bangladesh, it takes 1,442 days to
enforce a contract, and the financial
cost of enforcement is 67 percent of
the claim, whereas the duration is 400
days in Vietnam, and 453 days in
China, and the financial costs are 29
and 16 percent of the claims, Ahsan H
Mansur, executive director of Policy
Research Institute of Bangladesh, told
another seminar at the summit.

He said the country cannot afford
this.

Energy, connectivity and logistics,
regional and global integration, an
efficient and strong financial system
and access to serviced land for setting

up industries are key drivers for attract-
ing investment, the economist noted.

“These are not new things. So, we
would like to see improvement in
these areas in future,” added Mansur.

Hossain Khaled, president of
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, called for a new investment
policy as the current one, formulated
in 1989, is not forward-looking and
only meets today's needs, but not
tOMOoIrow's.

Roberto Echandi, a WB economist
on trade and competitiveness global
practice, said countries have to be
investment-centric to bring in more
investors.

He said retention of investors is
crucial. “Believe it or not, almost 30
percent of all the investments that goes
to developing countries stop expand-
ing or leave because of regulatory
constraints.”

Sarah Cooke, head of DFID
Bangladesh, said getting more and
better paid jobs is only possible
through private sector-led economic
growth.

As private investment in
Bangladesh has been stagnant and
foreign investment remains at a very
low level, it is important to put policy
reform in place to drive investment
growth, she observed.

Supun Weerasinghe, chief executive
officer of Robi Axiata Ltd, said investors
look for certainty for a long-term
investment because the investors in the
telecom sector cannot wind down their
business and move outin a single day.

If Bangladesh wants to drive invest-
ment and infrastructure development,
it should link taxation to the outputs,
not to inputs, he noted.

Lawyer Sameer Sattar said
Bangladesh needs to set up a special
tribunal or High Court bench to deal
with commercial disputes promptly.

SA Samad, executive chairman of
Bol, said Bangladesh provides the
investors with almost similar incen-
tives like those in Vietnam, and the
country also offers more facilities to
overseas investors than the local
investors.

“We ensure investment protection.
Profitability of investments is high.
Still, the FDI inflow remains low,” he
said.

More than 70 investors from a
dozen countries joined the summit.

Apart from officials of India's Adani
and Reliance groups, senior executives
of major companies from China and
Japan also took part, said BUILD

Explorer dies
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servicemen and women and is man-
aged by the Royal Foundation of the
Duke and Duchess of Cambridge and
Prince Harry.

'GRINDING DOWN'

Prince William said he and Prince
Harry had lost a friend, as he paid
tribute to Worsley's "selfless commit-
ment" to fellow soldiers.

"He was a man who showed great
courage and determination and we are
incredibly proud to be associated with
him," he said.

In a message published before he
was airlifted to Chile for treatment,
Worsley wrote: "The 71 days alone on
the Antarctic with over 900 statute
miles covered and a gradual grinding
down of my physical endurance finally
took its toll today, and it is with
sadness that I reportitisjourney'send -
so close to my goal.”

The ReMark Group, which was
supporting Worsley's effort, said in a
statement: "When Henry was picked
up by Antarctic Logistics and
Expeditions (ALE), he was suffering
from exhaustion and dehydration.

"He was flown to a hospital in
Punta Arenas [in Chile| where he was
found to have bacterial peritonitis.

"This resulted in Henry undergo-
ing surgery but in spite of all the
efforts of ALE and medical staff, he
succumbed.”

Peritonitis is inflammation of the
peritoneum, the thin layer of tissue
that lines the inside of the abdomen.
According to the NHS, most cases
come from injury or infection in
another part of the body.

On Instagram, David Beckham said
he was "lucky to have met Henry", who

had "served our country for so many
years'.

And adventurer Bear Grylls tweeted:
"We are devastated by this loss. One of
the strongest men & bravest soldiers |
know. Praying for his special family."

Worsley began the 1,100-mile
(1,770km) coast-to-coast trek in
November, pulling a sledge containing
his food, tent and equipment.

The plan was to cross the continent
"unassisted and unsupported" - with
no supply drops or help from dogs or
any other source.,

'TESTING HIMSELF'

Sir Ernest Shackleton's granddaughter
Alexandra said his death would be a
"huge loss to the adventuring world".

"He was very energetic, very keen on
testing himself, seeing how far he
could get with his endeavours,” she
said.

"The whole point of this one was
that Henry was doing it on his own. [
suppose you could say he was doing
more and more adventurous and
interesting things."

Worsley had passed his target of
raising £100,000, and in a statement,
the Endeavour Fund said it was "devas-
tated" by his death.

In October, he told the BBC he
expected to lose two stone (12.7kg)
during the challenge.

He said his journey should take 75
days and he would take enough food
for 80 days, adding: "I could make it
last a bit longer."

Asked if he was "mad” to take on the
challenge, he said: "There is no black
art to sliding one ski in front of the
other.

"What will drive me on is raising
money for these wounded soldiers."
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Abducted Ctg

girl rescued
after 11 days

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

Police rescued a 15-year-old schoolgirl
on Sunday night, 11 days after she was
abducted on her way to school in
Sitakunda upazila by some youths.

The girl was admitted to
Chittagong Medical College Hospital
(CMCH) one stop crisis centre yester-
day morning for her medical test as
she was allegedly raped by the kid-
nappers.

Family sources said the victim, a
class-1X student, was kidnapped by
around five youths, led by one
Mobarak Hossain Razu, 28, on
January 13.

Razu, son of Towhidur Rahman of
Nisanbag village in Noakhali's
Senbag upazila, has a poultry farm in
Sekh Para of Sitakunda and used to
live there. He often harassed the girl
on her way to school, the family
alleged.

When the victim did not return
home from school, the family did
not file any case, thinking it as a
matter of elopement and considering
it a social stigma, said a local.

62kg gold
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area and seized three safes, DB offi-
cials said.

The safes were later brought to
Kotwali Police Station. Police found
the gold bars, worth around Tk 14.5
crore, from one safe and nothing
from another,

They were trying to break open the
other safe as of filing of this report at
2:00am today.

No one was arrested in the two
incidents.

Tk 1 crore
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Tk 234.82 crore, 158.93 crore, 25.62
crore and 46.85 crore respectively.

In a scripted reply, the minister
said commercial banks earned Tk
22,844.75 crore operating profits in
the last calendar year.

The top five banks in terms of
making profit are Islami Bank (Tk
1,803 crore), Standard Chartered Bank
(Tk 1,650 crore), Janata Bank (Tk 1,152
crore), HSBC Bank (Tk 1,090 crore) and
Agrani Bank (Tk 1,010 crore).

Muhith said the government took
several measures, including reorgan-
ising the managing board, and regu-
lar supervision by the Bangladesh
Bank, to make the state-owned com-
mercial banks a profitable venture.

The government has earned Tk
151.79 crore in revenue from the ship
breaking industry at Sitakunda in the
2014-2015 financial year, he said,
replying to another question.

Meanwhile, State Minister for Post
and Telecommunications Tarana Halim
told parliament that the government
would repair or reconstruct 1,500 ICT-
based post offices across the country.

"A project titled Construction of
Rural Post Office having ICT facilities
is now ongoing. It was undertaken in
July 2011 with an aim to complete in
June 2017," she told the House,

In a scripted reply, Tarana also
described her ministry's plan to mod-
ernise state-run mobile company
Teletalk in efforts to improve its service.

Salaries of president,PM
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At present, the president draws a salary
of Tk 61,200, the PM Tk 58,600,
minister Tk 53,100, state minister Tk
47,800 and deputy minister Tk
45,150. Their allowances will also be
hiked.

Placing the bills, the minister said it
became necessary to revise the salaries
and allowances of the president, PM,
ministers, state ministers and deputy
ministers, considering the socio-
economic situation in the country.

With Speaker Shirin Sharmin
Chaudhury in the chair, the House
sent the bills to the parliamentary
standing committee concerned, asking

ittoreturn the bills within seven days.

The three bills are: The President
(Remuneration and Privileges)
(Amendment) Bill 2016, The Prime
Minister (Remuneration and Privileges)
(Amendment) Bill 2016 and The
Ministers, Ministers of State and Deputy
Ministers (Remuneration and
Privileges) (Amendment) Bill 2016.

On Sunday, Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Anisul
Haque placed the Members of
Parliament (Remuneration and
Allowances) (Amendment) Bill, 2016
in parliament. The bill proposed
almost doubling the lawmakers’
salaries and allowances in line with the

JP may meet
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Amin Hawlader and Co-Chair GM
Quader at Ershad's Banani office
today, party sources said.

However, the rival group led by
Ershad's wife Raushan Ershad and
Bablu will boycott the reception,
added the sources.

The joint meeting is likely to be held
at the Krishibid Institution at the
capital's Farmgate where both the
groups will attend.

JP leaders and activists are sharply
divided over Ershad's sudden
announcement on January 17, making
his younger brother Quader the party
co-chairman. The post does not exist in
the party charter.

Bablu and some JP MPs, including
three ministers, on the following day
rejected Quader's appointment and
named Raushan, also leader of the
opposition, the party's acting chair.
Interestingly, this post too does not
existin JP charter,

The crisis deepened further as
Ershad on Tuesday removed Bablu

Jan 31

from his post and appointed Hawlader
as JP secretary general.,

Most of the JP MPs on the same day
asked Ershad to hold a meeting of the
party's presidium and decide on GM
Quader's fate through discussions.

Ershad however rejected the call,
saying he would not change his deci-
sion.

Raushan on Saturday wrote a letter
to Ershad, reiterating the party law-
makers' call, but Ershad turned down
her request as well.

In the wake of this widening rifts,
Ershad on advice of GM Quader agreed
to hold the party's joint meeting,
sources said.

Presidents and secretaries of JP
district units, upazila units, presidium
members, MPs, leaders of JP central
executive committee and chiefs of JP's
front organisations have been asked to
attend the meeting.

On Sunday, Quader told The Daily
Star that he would not remain in the
new post if majority of the party
leaders did not want him to.

Mayor wants
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endorsed the event occupying the
public place.

All the parks should also be handed
over to city corporations for better
maintenance, he said,

The mayor said he had initiated
programmes on cleaning his part of
the capital city with permanent sec-
ondary solid collection stations,
installation of waste bins, greening the
city with gardening, close circuit
television (CCTV) cameras for security,
a new fleet of public buses for better
public transport, and U-loops for
traffic discipline.

He said one quarter of the city's
buildings would be green with rooftop
gardening and wall creepers all across
the city in three or four years. He called
upon all to stop rampant wall writing
and pasting posters turning the city ugly.

The mayor said he would have to go
tough unless the practice was stopped
in three or four months. He called
upon the owners of new buildings to
free roads and footpaths of construc-
tion materials.

He said a strip of land along the
fringe of Tejgaon old airport would
help build a dedicated lane for joggers
and cyclists, adding that a see-through
wall in place of the existing 3km
concrete boundary wall all around the
airport would provide a relief in the
cityscape for the passers-by.

He also said installation of 72
secondary waste transfer stations in 36

wards was underway for better
management of solid wastes, but it was
getting delayed due to space constraint
as DNCC had 14 sites at its disposal.

Annisul said DNCC was going to set
up 2,000 waste bins along 230km of
DNCC footpaths and 1,000 others at
marketplaces by May this year and
another 2,000 in the next six months
across the city to prevent throwing of
garbage on the streets and in the surface
drains.

DNCC has moved to build 22 U-
shaped loops along a 36km stretch of
the Dhaka-Gazipur road to help ease
the traffic congestion, he said.

There will be no right-turn on the
road stretching from Masterbari of
Gazipur to Satrasta in the capital's
Tejgaon. Vehicles will have to use the
loops to turn right,

The city corporations are going to
facilitate introduction of a fleet of
3,000 new public bus service in the
capital by March next year under five
private operators instead of the exist-
ing 190 to improve the public trans-
port service.

The mayor called upon the television
station high officials to allocate some
airtime to broadcast public campaign
content in support of the corporations'
initiatives, saying three-fourths of the job
would remain unachievable without
public awareness,

He hosted a similar meeting with
the editors of leading national dailies
on January 23,
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