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Mother, son to die for
killing couple

Father, daughter get life in the same case

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Gazipur

A court here yesterday
sentenced a woman and her
son to death for killing a
couple over land dispute in
Kapasia wupazila of the
districtin 2011,

The convicts are Anowara
Begum, 45, wife of Rahmat
Ali, alias Romo, 50, and her
son Mostafa, 27, of
Noyapara village in the
upazila.

The court also sentenced
Rahmat Ali and his daughter
Rahima Begum, 23, to life
imprisonment and fined
them Tk 10,000 each.

According to the case
statement, there was a
conflict over the owner-
ship of a land between
Rahmat Ali and his
neighbour Mohammed
Suruj Ali. As Suruj Ali was
going to the land on
November 13, 2011,
Rahmat Ali stopped him
on the way.

They locked in an alter-
cation over the issue. At
one stage, Rahmat Ali and
his wife and son hit Suruj
Ali with sharp weapons,
leaving him dead on the
spot.

When Suruj Ali's wife
Honufa tried to save her

husband, they attacked her
also. Critically injured
Honufa was admitted to a
hospital where she died the
following day.

Mohammed Shahjahan
Sheikh, brother of Suruj Alj,
filed a murder case with
Kapasia Police Station,
accusing Anowara, Rahmat,
Mostafa and Rahima. Police
later pressed charges against
them.

After a long hearing,
Judge AKM Enamul Haque
of the District and Sessions
Judge's Court handed down
the verdict.

PHOTO: STAR
Farmers form a human chain at Mission intersection in Lalmonirhat district town yes-
terday demanding steps to save farmlands from the spread of tobacco cultivation as
the harmful crop badly affects soil fertility, in addition to posing threat to human
health and environment.
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Buses go oft Dhaka-
Pabna highway
protesting extortion

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Dhaka-Pabna bus services
through Sirajganj district
remained stopped from
yesterday as transport work-
ers and owners stopped
plying of the vehicles pro-
testing rampant extortion
on the highway.

The suspension of traffic
movement will go on until
the harassment by extor-
tionists stops, said transport
workers.

Firoz Khan, president of
Pabna Transport Workers'
Association, said the trans-
port workers are often
harassed by the extortionists
in Sirajganj on the highway.

A gang of extortionists
beat up a staff of a Dhaka-
bound coach at Shahjadpur
bus stand in Sirajganj seven

days ago.

Protesting the attack, the
agitating transport workers
halted Dhaka-Pabna bus
service through Sirajganj.

Bus services on Dhaka-
Pabna highway remained
snapped from vyesterday
morning, protesting contin-
uous harassment by the
extortionists in Shahjadpur
upazila of Sirajganj, said
Baby Islam, president of
Pabna Transport Owners'
Association,

The sudden suspension
of the bus services on
Dhaka-Pabna highway is
causing immense suffering
to thousands of passengers.

Around 100 coaches ply
the highway, carrying three
to five thousand passengers
everyday.

Trader rescued 7 days
into abduction,
one arrested

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

A maize trader, abducted
from the town seven days
ago, was rescued from Biral
upazila of the district yester-
day.

The victim is Md Rezaul
Karim of Suihari area in
Dinajpur town.

Rezaul told reporters
that Anwar Hossain of the
same area demanded
money from him several
weeks ago, but he refused
to pay.

‘A gang led by Anwar
abducted me from Suihari
area on Thursday after-
noon for not paying the
money, Rezaul said, add-
ing that Anwar had
extorted Tk 54,000 from
him on December 31 last
year,

Family members filed a
general diary with Dinajpur

Sadar Police Station on
January 16.

Acting on a tip-off, a
team of Biral police res-
cued Rezaul from a for-
est in Kaligan] area
under the upazila yester-
day morning. His hands
and legs were tied. He
was later admitted to
Biral Upazila Health
Complex.

Police yesterday arrested
Anwar, son of Afsar Ali, from
Suihariarea at noon.

They later produced
Anwar before a court seek-
ing a five-day remand.
The hearing on the
remand petition will be
held today.

Contacte, the officer-
in-charge of Biral Police
Station said law enforcers
have already launched a
drive to arrest the rest of
the gang members.

PHOTO: STAR

Bogra Photojournalists Association distributes warm clothes among 30 poor children on
the premises of Bogra Press Club yesterday.

Five trafficked boys return
home after 3 years

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Benapole, |essore

Five Bangladeshi boys, who
were trafficked to India
three years ago, returned
home through Benapole
check-post on Tuesday:.

Indian Immigration
Police handed over the
trafficked boys to their
Bangladesh counterparts on
Tuesday night.

The returnees, aged
between 10 to 12 years, are

Shanto Mondol, son of
Shibproda Mondol of
Satkhira district; Shamim,
son of Selim of Bhola
district; and Nasir Sheikh,
son of Jahangir Sheikh,
Rahul, son of Khokan Fakir,
and Jahid, son of Azhar
Faraji of Bagerhat district.
Officer-in-Charge
Maminur Rahman of
Benapole immigration police
said the five children were
trafficked to India through

different border points in
Jessore three years back.

They were forced to do
hazardous jobs in Bangalore.
Being informed, India police
rescued the boys and handed
them over to Bangalore
Nagarbar Signal, a non-
governmental organisation
(NGO), the OCsaid.

Bangladesh Home
Ministry and the Indian
NGO jointly worked for
their travel permits.

3 illegal brick kilns fined

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Chittagong

A mobile court in Raozan upazila of the
district fined three brick kilns Tk one lakh
each and sentenced two people to imprison-
ment for running brick kilnswithout licence.
The brick kilns are KBI, F Ali and Shanti
brick fields. Besides, Rabindra Das and Shah

offence.

Alam, managers of KBI and F Ali, were
sentenced to jail for 21 days for the same

Tamim Al Yamin, executive magistrate of
Chittagong district administration, con-
ducted the drive from 10:00am to 5:00 pm
at Bramman para in Noapara area and fined
the kilns under Brick Kilns Establishment
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Classes resume

FROM PAGE 16

“Our teachers have agreed
to take additional classes
on Fridays and Saturdays,”
said Prof Farid Uddin
Ahmed, president of Dhaka
University Teacher's
Association.

Prof Farid, who is also
the president of Federation
of Bangladesh University
Teachers' Association
(FBUTA), a platform of
teachers of all 37 state-run
universities, told The Daily
Star that the teachers would
continue talks over their
demand of “pay parity”
with bureaucrats and other
high-ups in the meantime.

“We will hold another
meeting on February 3 to
assess the development of
the situation.”

Life returned to the
Dhaka University campus
with the presence of stu-
dents.

Many students, who
went to their homes out-
side Dhaka, were seen back
in their dormitories in the
morning.

Rakib Uddin of manage-
ment department and
Touhid Ali of Pali and
Buddhist Studies were
among the returnees. They
came from Khulna.

"Hearing the news of
postponement of the work
abstention, we had to get
on a bus at night to attend
our classes,” said Rakib.

Noor Alam, a freshman
of anthropology depart-
ment, said, "We were disap-
pointed as we got one class
since I got in. Now [ am
very happy to return to my
new classroom with my
new friends."

Abu Sufian, another
freshman of finance depart-
ment, said, "We were afraid
of session jam because of
the indefinite strike. Today, 1
have attended my first class
in my university life and
hope to continue without
any more obstacles,"

The agitating teachers
postponed their work stop-
page on Tuesday evening,
saying they have faith in
the assurance provided to
them during their meeting
with Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina.
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