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People of 4 villages suffer

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Over 10,000 people of four
villages of Nilganj union in
Kalapara upazila under the
district are suffering a lot as
the bridge on Ural canal has
became unusable after a few
wooden sleeppers of it
broke under the pressure of
a paddy-laden improvised
van on Friday.

Seven people received
minor injuries due to the
accident.

Local Government

Engineering Department

(LGED) constructed the
bridge with iron structure
and wooden slippers in
1992-93 fiscal year to ease
communication from Uttar
Nilganj, Faridganj,
Naubhanga and Nilganj
villages to Kalapara upazila
headquarters.

Hundreds of students of
different educational insti-
tutions including Faridganj
High school, Faridganj
Government Primary
School and Naubhanga
Senior Madrasa in the
upazila town also used it

as bridge breaks

regularly.

The bridge was damaged
during super cyclone Sidr in
2007 and Kalapara upazila
administration repaired it
three years ago at a cost of Tk
one lakh, local union
parishad sources said.

Samia and Ety Moni,
both students of Faridganj
High School, said they
have to cover additional
four kilometres to go to
school after the bridge
broke.

A large number of vegeta-
ble growers of Nilganjunion

are facing problem to carry
their produces to Kalapara
upazila town for sale, said
Shamsul Haque Gazi, a
local vegetable grower.

Abdul Maleque Khan,
chairman of Nilganj
union parishad, said,
"We will try to repair the
bridge as soon as possi-
ble as it has great impor-
tance. We will raise the
issue in the upcoming
monthly meeting of the
upazila development
committee to solve the
problem.”
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This bridge on Ural canal in Nilganj union of Kalapara upazila under Patuakhali district became totally unusable as a few

wooden sleepers broke down under the pressure of a paddy-laden improvised van on Friday.

Brothers-in-law kill schoolboy
for property!

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Tangail

Police recovered the decom-
posed body of a schoolboy,
killed allegedly by brothers-
in-law, from Madhupur
forest on Saturday night.

Earlier on January 12,
police arrested three people
including two brothers-in-
law of the boy in this con-
nection.

The wvictim, Jewel Rana,
14, only son of Hasan Ali of
Mohishmara village, reads
in Class VIII at a private
school in Dhaka, staying at
the house of his third

brother-in-law Obaidul
Haque, family members
said.

He recently came home
and his brother-in-law
Azam took him from the
house on January 11, saying
that he will teach the boy
how to drive motorcycle.

But Jewel did not return
as of next day while Azam
claimed that he had sent
him back to the house after
teaching driving,.

Jewel's uncle Mozaffar
Hossain lodged a general
diary with Madhupur Police
Station in this regard that
day and Sub-Inspector

Abdul Hakim of the police
station detained Jewel's two
brothers-in-law (first and
second) -- Azmat Ali, 30, of
Phulbaria in Mymensingh,
and Azam Ali, 28, of
Mohishmara in Madhupur,
and Azam's nephew Nazrul
Islam, 27, the same night,
police said.

Following information
from the three people,
police recovered Jewel's
decomposed body hanging
from a gajari tree at Beribaid
area of Madhupur forest on
Saturday night and sent it to
Tangail Medical College
Hospital morgue for

autopsy, they added.

During preliminary
interrogation, the three
detainees told the police
that the brothers-in-law
conspired to kill Jewel for
misappropriating the prop-
erties that the boy would get
from his father as his only
son, said Mohammad
Shafiqul Islam, officer-in-
charge of Madhupur Police
Station.

The victim's father filed a
case against the three
detainees with the police
station vyesterday in this
regard and police started
investigation, he added.
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BCL men 'assault'
engr for Tk 1 lakh

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Manikganj

A group of Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) men
allegedly assaulted an
engineer at his office at Char
Bewtha in the district yester-
day.

The wvictim is Alamgir
Hossain, project in-charge
of Navana Construction in
the area.

The firm is building a
bridge on the River
Kalaiganga after the name of
Ramzan Ali, former mayor
of Manikganj municipality.

The engineer alleged that
Samapta Hossain, former
vice president of district unit
of BCL, had been demand-
ing Tk one lakh from him
for the last seven days for
giving reception to newly
elected mayor Gazi Kamrul
Huda Selim who defeated
AL candidate Md Ramzan
Ali in the recent municipal-
ity polls.

Samapta along with his
six supporters went to the
office of the engineer
around 11:00am and forced
his material suppliers to
come out from there.

Later, they confined him
to the office and demanded

the money. Being refused,
the BCL men started beating
him mercilessly, said the
victim.

On information, police
rushed to the spot and
rescued the engineer, said
Aminur Rahman, officer-in-
charge of Manikganj Sadar
Police Station.

A case was filed, accusing
six to seven people, includ-
ing Samapta, said the OC.

Contacted, the BCL
leader refuted the allega-
tion.

Away in Thakurgaon, five
local BCL men in the district
have been expelled on
charge of violating party
discipline, reports our
correspondent.

The party's central com-
mittee took the decision in
an emergency meeting held
at the central office in
Dhaka on Saturday night,
said Zakir Hossain, general
secretary of central commit-
tee of BCL.

They were expelled for
violating party discipline, he
said.

The expelled BCL activ-
ists are GM Siraji Mizan,
Sourav Chandra Das, Khalid
Siraj Roki, Mahbub Alam
and Saddam Hossain.

Gang kills night guard,
takes away transformer

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

Criminals stole an electric
transformer after killing a
night guard at Mollapara
village under Kalai upazila
of Joypurhat district early
yesterday:.

The gang also beat up an
imam of a local mosque as
he came forward to help the
night guard.

The dead is Shahnur
Rahman, 45, son of late
[smail Hossain of Indahar
village in the upazila.

The incident took place at
around 3:00am.

Police, quoting locals,
said a gang of 8§/10 members
came to village and climbed
an electric pole to steal an
electric transformer. As
Shahnur Rahman tried to
resist them, the gang
stabbed him on his head.

Hearing Shahnur's
screams imam Abdul
Hamid rushed in, but the
gang members beat him up
mercilessly and left the spot.
Night guard Shahnur died a
few minutes later.

Being informed, police
went to the spot, recovered
the body and sent it to
Joypurhat Modern Hospital
for autopsy. The injured
imam is undergoing treat-
ment at Kalai Upazila

MP Liton's

bail further
extended

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Cathandha

A court here vyesterday
further extended interim
bail of Manjurul Islam
Liton, ruling party law-
maker from Gaibandha-1
constituency, till February
17 in a case for shooting a
schoolboy of Sundargan)
upazila in the district.

Additional Chief Judicial
Magistrate Muniruzzaman
Sikder passed the order
when Liton appeared before
the court with a petition
seeking permanent bail ,
said court sources.

The lawmaker was in jail
for 24 days and released on
November 8§ last year to
allow him to join the parlia-
ment session. The court
granted him interim bail
until the prorogation of the
SesS1011.

After completion of last
parliament session, the
lawmaker's lawyer sought
permanent bail for him on
November 24 in the same
court but the court extended
nterim bail till December 8.
Later, his bail was further
extended till January 17 this
year.

On October 2 last year, the
lawmaker shot school
student Souray, for no reason
while he was returning home
in a car from Sundarganj.
Liton went into hiding soon

15 tratficked boys reunite
with parents after 3 years

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

Fifteen Bangladeshi boys, who
were trafficked to India at
different times, returned home
through Hili immigration
point in Hakimpur upazila of
the district yesterday:.

The returnees are
Mohidul Islam, 14, son of
Bareque Ali, Md Manik, 14,
son of Rezaul Haque, Jhantu
Mia, 15, son of Nur
Mohammad, and Ashraful
Mollah, 15, son of
Mosharraf Hossain of
Kusthia district; Kartik
Kumar, 14, son of Sudhir
Chandra Roy, and Prosenjit
Chandra Roy, 9, son of
Swasti Chandra Roy of
Kurigram district; Momin
Islam, 14, son Ataur
Rahman of CGaibandha
district; Russel Mia, 13, son
of Suruj Mia of Sunamganj
district; Rana Sheikh, 11, son
of Mojibar Sheikh of Jessore
district; Refat Hossain Anar,
14, son of Mujibur Rahman;
Foysal Khan, 15, son of
Amzad Khan; and Md
Swapan, 12, son of Anwar
Hossain of Dhaka district;
Zillur Rahman, 15, son of
Jashim Uddin of
Chuadanga district;
Abinash Chandra Roy, 14,

| son of Monosh Chandra

Roy of Thakurgaon district;
and Saiful Haldar, 15, son of
Rostam Halder of Bogra
district.

Indian Immigration
Officer Md Nasir Hossain
handed over the boys to his
Bangladesh counterpart Md
Rafiquzzaman Rafiq at
noon. Officials of Border
Guard Bangladesh (BGB)
and Border Security Force
(BSF) of India were also
present there,

Md Nasir Hossain told

local journalists that Indian
police and BSF personnel
arrested the boys from
different areas in India soon
after they were taken there
three year ago by a gang of
human traffickers.

Later, the boys were sent
to Suvayan Observation
Centre in Balurghat under
Dakkhin Dinajpur of West
Bengal.
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Care of India jointly took
initiatives to get the
trafficked boys back to
Bangladesh. Representatives
of both organisations were
also present at Hili
Immigration point yester-
day.

Immigration officer Rafiq
said he received the boys
and handed them over to
their parents. "It was a very
emotional moment when

they met with their
families,” he added.
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TRAFFICKED KIDS RETURN HOME: Fifteen Bangladeshi boys, aged between 9 to 15 years,
at Hili immigration post in Hakimpur upazila under Dinajpur district prior to their home
journey with parents yesterday. They had been trafficked to India in different times.

Health Complex.
Contacted, Officer-in-
Charge Sirajul Islam of Kalai
Police Station said they have
already launched a drive to
arrest the gang members.

Abducted girl
rescued

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Lalmonirhat

An abducted schoolgirl was
rescued from Banbhasa
village in Sadar upazila of
the district yesterday.

Police arrested Laizu
Begum, 32, wife of Akkas Ali of
Rangpur city, for her alleged
involvement in the abduction.

The victim is Mohana
Akhter, 7, daughter of Abdul
Momin of Balapukur village
in Aditmari upazila.

Family sources said Laizu
lured the girl with chocolate
and picked up her when she
was returning home from
Balapukur Bazar at noon.

On information, the
villagers rushed to the spot
and rescued the girl.

SNIPPETS

Locals encircle DB men

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

Local people encircled several members of Detective
Branch (DB) of police for an hour on Saturday night at
Khalpara in Thakurgaon municipality area as they alleg-
edly tried to arrest a youth after keeping a pack of hemp
forcibly in his project. Local sources said a team of DB
police led by Sub-Inspector Zahangir Alam went to
Khalpara around 8:00pm and started moving around in
the area. At one stage, constable Ruhul Amin intercepted
one Saddam Hossain, 22, and forcibly put a packet of
hemp in his pocket so as to arrest him for carrying drugs.
Observing the situation, locals protested the incident and
encircled them for an hour. Later, with the initiative of the
local Awami League leader, the DB men freed Saddam and
left the place.

School student killed by friend

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

A school student was killed allegedly by a friend near Shah
Mostofa Road area in Sadar upazila of the district at
around 9:00pm on Saturday. Police sent the body to
Moulvibazar Sadar Hospital morgue for autopsy yester-
day. The deceased was identified as Nadim Uddin, 16, of
Berirchar village in the upazila. He was a student of Class
X. Police, quoting locals, said the victim's friend, Imon
Miah, 17, locked in an altercation with Nadim and at one
stage, he stabbed Nadim with a sharp weapon, leaving
him dead on the spot. Police said Imon killed Nadim as a
sequel to a previous enmity.

Transport leader assaulted

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Natore

Unidentified criminals assaulted Badal Pramanik, secre-
tary of transport workers' association of Natore, at
Kanaikhali in the town yesterday afternoon. Agitated
workers blocked the Natore-Dhaka highway in protest for
one hour from 4:00pm. Badal Pramanik said the crimi-
nals assaulted him mercilessly without any provocation.
He demanded arrest of the attackers. Mizanur Rahman,
officer-in-charge of Natore Police Station, said some
unidentified criminals assaulted Badal Pramanik at
around 3:00pm. Later, agitated workers blocked the main
road, but police rushed to the spot and dispersed them.
Police arrested Badal Pramanik, Rajib Hossain and Sohel
Rana from the blockade.

Coastguards seize Indian sarees

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

A team of coastguards seized illegal sarees worth over Tk 3
crore from a trawler on the Sandhya River in Ujirpur upazila
of the district yesterday afternoon. Lt M Arif Hossain of the
coastguard's southern zone said, acting on a tip-off about
smuggling of Indian sarees by a trawler, a patrol team of
coastguards took position under Shikarpur bridge on the
Sandhya River yesterday morning. The law enforcers seized
a trawler carrying the smuggled sarees. "We were not able to
arrest any smuggler from the trawler, " said Lt Arif Hosain,

Girl gang-raped

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

A girl was raped in Shatrumardon area under Dakkhin
Sunamganj upazila of Sunamganj district around 7:00pm
on Saturday. Officer in-Charge (OC) Al-Amin of Dakkhin
Sunamganj Police Station said two youths--Farug and
Badal Sutradhar Bablu--of the area intercepted the girl
while she was returning home from a haor after collecting
grass. They took her to a place in the area and raped her, he
added. Hearing screams, locals rescued the girl and sent
her to Habiganj Sadar Hospital for medical test, Later, she
was referred to Sylhet MAG Osmani Medical College
Hospital. The girl's cousin filed a case with Dakkhin
Sunamganj Police Station at around 9:00am yesterday.
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