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Kashmir chief
minister dies

AFP, Srinagar

Mufti Mohammad Sayeed,
chief minister of India's
restive Kashmir region and
one of the country's best-
known Muslim politicians,
died yesterday, an official
said.

The 79-year-old, whose
party is in a controversial
coalition with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
Hindu nationalist party in
the Himalayan region, is
likely to be succeeded as
chief minister by his
daughter, Mehbooba Mulfti.

Sayeed died in hospital
in New Delhi after being
admitted on December 24
suffering from a respiratory
illness, a hospital official
told AFP.He will be given a
state funeral in Kashmir, with
Modi expected to attend.

Sayeed was appointed
India's first Muslim home
minister in 1989.

"Mufti Sahab's demise
leaves a huge void in the
nation & in J&K, where his
exemplary leadership had a
major impact on people's
lives," Modi tweeted.

The PDP's main support
base is among Muslims in
the Kashmir Valley, the
epicentre of the separatist
insurgency that broke out
in 1989, although the party
stops short of calling for
independence for the res-
tive Himalayan region.

Analysts said the death
of the veteran leader, who
also served as chief minis-
ter in Kashmir between
2002 and 2005, was
unlikely to trigger major
change.

His party won the 2002
election in Kashmir on a
promise to bring a "healing
touch"” to the war-ravaged
region, and Sayeed has won
praise for his efforts to
bring about reconciliation.
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Arch foes by ancient rows

AGENCIES

One can wonder what is going on in
the Middle East these days, especially
the civil and sectarian strife that are
tearing [raq, Syria and Yemen apart.

In the latest development, Sunni
Saudi Arabia on Sunday severed ties
with Shia Iran over the execution of a
Shia cleric. A number of Saudi Arabia's
Sunni allies have joined diplomatic
action against Iran after a crowd set
alight Saudi embassy in Tehran.

To understand these conflicts, one
need to know the history of Islam.
Within the House of Islam ancient
antagonisms between Sunni and Shia
Muslims are alive which are some-
times overlooked.

After the 1979 Iran revolution,
Saudi Arabia, which claims the leader-
ship of Sunnis, has increasingly
adopted a muscular role in the
conflicts in mainly Shia-dominated
regions and Iran, which claims the
leadership of Shias, has vowed to do
whatever necessary to protect the Shias
in the region.

But the root of these conflicts goes
back to events that took placein 632,

Indeed, the factions that we call
Sunnis and Shias trace the great divide
between them to the seventh century
and the aftermath of Prophet
Muhammad's death. They claimed
that Ali, prophet's son-in-law, was the
rightful successor to Muhammad
(pbuh) as leader (imam) of the
Muslim community following his
death in 632. Instead Ali was the
fourth, and was assassinated in 661
after a five-year caliphate. His sons,
Hassan and Hussein, were denied
what they thought was their legitimate
right of accession to the caliphate.
Hassan is believed to have been
poisoned in 680 by Muawiyah, the first
caliph of the Sunni Umayyad dynasty,
while Hussein was killed on the
battlefield by the Umayyads in 681.

This initial rift was compounded
over the centuries by a recurring
pattern of struggle within Islam
between strains of militant puritanism
and the less rigorous attitudes of
various ruling classes. Such a puritani-
cal ideology arose within Sunni Islam
in the fourteenth century, exemplified
by the teaching of a formidable Syrian
scholar, Ahmad ibn Taymiyya. His
doctrine, though popular among
many Muslim Arabs in his lifetime,
placed him at odds with Muslims of a
more laxist point of view.

In the eighteenth century in the
Arabian peninsula, the reformist
teacher Muhammad ibn 'Abd al-

Wahhab used the rigoristic ideas of Ibn
Taymiyya to fashion the tradition of
strict interpretation of Islamic texts
usually called “Wahhabism”™ by non-
Muslims today. To propagate his
ideology, Ibn 'Abd al-Wahhab collabo-
rated with the sheikh of an obscure
village in north central Arabia,
Muhammad ibn Sa'ud, and between
them they imposed unified rule and
their new, rigoristic version of Islam
throughout the Arabian peninsula.
Muslim legal scholars belonging to the
family of Ibn 'Abd al-Wahhab
continue to the present day as religious
and legal advisers of the House of
Sa'ud, the ruling family of Saudi
Arabia, the presumed leader of the
Sunni Muslims.

After the deaths of Ali and his sons,
his devotees, who believed him to be
the rightful caliph, created what came
to be called the Shia Imamate on a
grand scale that grew in religious

ing the Twelfth Imam and imposed
themselves in 945 as his representa-
tives -- and as the overlords and protec-
tors of the Sunni caliphate based in
Baghdad. Such Shia military supervi-
sion of the Sunni caliphate reduced the
caliphate to a puppet dynasty, with
only a few partial returns to genuine
political power in subsequent centu-
ries. Sunni resentment of Shias even
today consciously or unconsciously
recalls this humiliation.

Representing the Twelfth Imam has
provided many subsequent Shias with
a symbol for their political aims; the
most recent representatives in Iran
have been the Imam Ruhollah
Khomeini and his successor, Ayatollah
'Ali Khamenei.

The fight for the leadership of
Muslim world is still very alive. Until
the 1960s and 70s, Saudi Arabia and
Iran were uneasy allies regarded as the
“twin pillars" of Washington's strategy

WHO ARE THE SUNNIS?

The name "Sunni" is derived from the phrase "Ahl
al-Sunnah’, or "People of the Tradition". The
tradition in this case refers to practices based on
what the Prophet Muhammad said, did, agreed to
or condemned. All Muslims are quided by the
Sunnah, but Sunnis stress its primacy. The great
majority of the world's more than 1.5 billion
Muslims are Sunnis. In the Middle East, Sunnis
make up 90% or more of the populations of Egypt,
Jordan and Saudi Arabia. Sunnis regard them-
selves as the orthodox branch of Islam.

significance over the two centuries.
Indeed the descendants of 'Ali to the
ninth century are all believed by Shias
to have died as martyrs, victims of
oppression by the Sunni caliphate.
One can trace a line from these
distant events and antagonisms, with
their churning reversals of fortune, to
the conflicts of today. At the death of
the eleventh Imam in the Shia lineage,
Hasan al-'Askari, it is said that allies of
the Imamate hid his little son from
Sunni enemies. Calling themselves the
representatives of the Hidden Imam,
four of these allies in succession
governed the Shia community on
behalf of the Hidden Imam for seventy
years. Eventually a military upstart
dynasty, the Buyids, originally based in
Iran, took on the ideology of represent-

WHO ARE THE SHIAS?

In early Islamic history, the Shia were a move-
ment - literally "Shiat Ali" or the "Party of Ali".
They claimed that Ali, prophet’s son-in-law, was
the rightful successor to Muhammad (pbuh) as
leader (imam) of the Muslim community. Instead
Ali was the fourth caliph, and was assassinated
in 661 after a five-year caliphate. His sons were
also denied the leadership. Shia Muslims are in
the majority in Iran, Iraq, Bahrain, Azerbaijan
and, according to some estimates, Yemen. Shias
constitute about 10% of all Muslims.

to curb Soviet influence in the Gulf.
Sectarianism was muted.

But rich on its new oil wealth, Saudi
Arabia began to propagate its rigid
Salafi interpretation of Sunni Islam
which regards Shi'ism as heretical, in
mosques around the region during the
middle of the last century. And, after its
1979 revolution, Iran adopted - and
exported - the doctrine of Velayat-e
Fagih, which says ultimate temporal
power among Shias should reside with
its own supreme leader.

That growing ideological divide set
up a simmering mistrust that was soon
matched by a geopolitical rivalry that
has driven their fractious relations for
the subsequent 37 years. The death of
the cleric just happened to be another
incident that may only fuel one of the
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SN —
wins People's

Choice Award

Bollywood star Priyanka Chopra has bagged the favourite
actor in new TV series honour at the 2016 People's Choice
Awards for her performance of an FBI recruit on American

Priyanka becomes the first Indian actor to register a win
at the People's Choice Awards. She beat popular Hollywood
and TV actors like Emma Roberts, Jamie Lee Curtis, Lea
Michele and Marcia Gay Harden to bag the award. The 33-
year-old actor took to Twitter to thank her fans, who voted

“l am so fortunate! Thank you to everyone who voted for
me at the #PCAs! My #PCManiacs-1 am nothing without
you! Big love,” she tweeted alongside a photo of her posing

Priyanka looked stunning in a glittering gold and silver
dress by American fashion designer Vera Wang.

Quantico marks the actor's first Hollywood project.
She has received a lot of praise for her portrayal of Alex
Parrish, suspected of committing a terrorist attack, in the

Nepal PM to
visit India in
February

THE HINDU ONLINE

Nepal on Wednesday
declared that Prime
Minister KP Sharma Oli
would visit India in early
February in his first official
trip abroad after taking

over as the Prime Minister
last October.

Nepal's Prime Ministers
conventionally visit India
on their first foreign trip,
but reports had hinted in
recent past that Oli might
choose Beijing as his first
foreign destination.

The announcement
regarding the trip to India
was made by Deputy
Prime Minister Kamal
Thapa to a group of media
persons in Kathmandu.
“The preliminary prepara-
tions for the visit have
been completed. India will
be the first country for the
Prime Minister to pay an
official visit after assuming
the office,” Thapa was
quoted saying in the
Nepalese media.

Oli was invited by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to visit India soon
after the former's election
as Prime Minister of
Nepal on October 11. It is
expected that Oli will visit
China soon after the
Delhi visit.

'Ball in Pak's court'

India says talks only if Islamabad
acts as it unveils name of plotter

AGENCIES

India yesterday made it clear that foreign secretary-level
talks with Pakistan will go ahead only if Islamabad acts on
the ‘actionable intelligence' provided by Delhi on the
Pathankot terror attack.

"The ball is in Pakistan's court," External Affairs Ministry
spokesman Vikas Swarup said when

India-Pakistan relations saw a new hope when Prime
Minister Narendra Modi made a surprise visit to Lahore to meet
Nawaz Sharif. PM Modi's surprise visit created goodwill and
there were signs of forward movement in bilateral relations.

However, the Pathankot terror attack has once again put
the focus on terror.

Meanwhile, Indian intelligence agencies have identified
Jaish-e-Mohammad chief Maulana Masood Azhar as the
prime mastermind of the air base terror attack.

India has also shared with Pakistan the identity of four
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) handlers suspected to have
guided the Pathankot attackers.

Modi on Tuesday urged his Pakistani counterpart to take
"firm and immediate action" against those behind the
attack, adding that New Delhi had passed on "specific and
actionable information" about the incident, reports AFP.

Pakistan PM Nawaz Sharif yesterday chaired a high-level
meeting and discussed the terror attack as he directed officials
to speed up work on the leads given by India, sources said.

Reports suggest that a large group of infiltrators was
tracked across the border around the suspected time of
infiltration by the Pathankot attackers. "We fear the group
that infiltrated was much larger than just 5 to 6 people. We
fear they may have travelled further after crossing the
border, including to Delhi where they may strike around the
Republic Day, " said an officer.

"We have already alerted the Delhi Police and other
agencies. The security for this year's Republic Day celebra-
tions will be of the highest level, possibly as tight as last year
when US President Barack Obama was the chief guest for
the parade,” said the officer.
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Saudi FM visits Pakistan

Saudi Arabia's foreign minister arrived in Pakistan yester-
day, where he will meet leaders of a government keen to
defuse spiraling sectarian tension between the Sunni-

Saudi Arabia's execution of a prominent Shia cleric on
Saturday has inflamed tension across the Middle East and
infuriated Iran, Riyvadh's main rival in the region.

Several of Saudi Arabia's Sunni allies have broken
diplomatic ties with Iran after demonstrators ransacked the

Pakistan, which has a large Shia minority, has sought to
avoid taking sides as Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif tries to
stem sectarian violence at home and boost economic ties

Saudi Foreign Minister Adel al-Jubeir was due to meet
Sharif, his foreign affairs adviser Sartaj Aziz, and army chief

Pakistan's foreign ministry said a joint news conference
with Al-Jubeir set for yesterday had been canceled, citing a
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