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Saudis want 4
lakh workers

Eager to recruit 2 lakh female
workers from Bangladesh, along
with same number of males

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Saudi Arabia has put forward its demand for more than four
lakh Bangladeshi workers -- at least half of whom must be
females -- in its domestic service sector.

It at first expressed interest in recruiting females only as
domestic helps but then upon negotiation agreed to take
male workers too, Expatriates' Welfare and Overseas
Employment Minister Nurul Islam yesterday said at a press

conference at the ministry's auditorium.
“As Saudi Arabia was insisting on its dema

workers, we said they have issues of protection, food,
he said, referring to his meeting with the

homesickness,”
Saudi labour minister in Riyadh in the
December.

He then made a proposal to the Saudi authorities that
each female could be employed along with one of her close
male relatives, to which they agreed, the minister said.

The close relative may be brother, cousin or husband, he

said, adding both females and their male re

not have to pay a penny to get recruited.
Saudi Arabia has the demand for these

nd for female
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around this time every year, bringing children to frolic on boats in celebration of life and nature's refulgent colours.

This vast lake dotted with pink waterlilies is not a dream painted by a master artist. It's a lake in Barisal, which assumes this extraordinary look
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Celebration
of life at a
Barisal Lake

SOHRAB HOSSAIN with
ANDREW EAGLE

Sometimes nature whispers
of fragility or interconnec-
tedness. Sometimes it offers
contemplation in moments
of deep silence. At other
times nature shouts. When
the thousands of waterlilies
bloom on the lake in Barisal
known as Shaplar Beel,
“Lake of the Waterlilies,”
nature reminds in loud
announcement that life is a
great celebration.

Every year at this time the
landscape which lies 60
kilometres from Barisal city
is transformed into a blaze
of pink. It's a grand visual
festival begun...

Children's smiles are
broad and unstoppable
then, as they move about in
country boats collecting
delicate petal parcels. A boy
clutches a bundle of lily
stems triumphantly. A girl

SEE PAGE 13 COL 6

Signs of rare
tolerance
bring relief

RASHIDUL HASAN and
PARTHA PRATIM BHATTACHARJEE

The BNP is now concentrating on “posi-
tive politics” with nonviolent
programmes like rallies, discussions, and
human chains to compel the government
to initiate talks with all political parties
for an immediate national election.

Insiders say the party also opts for
maintaining a distance with the Jamaat-e-
Islami, a key component in their 20-party .
alliance, mainly to cut off the BNP's
dependence on it.

A BNP central leader says the move
aims at improving the public image of his
party as Jamaat opposed Bangladesh's
birth during the 1971 Liberation War.
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gA Shil‘ly day
in politics

" SHAKHAWAT LITON

- It was a different day in our politics, imbued with hope that
- any flashpoint could be avoided with a democratic spirit.
. The ruling Awami League and its rival BNP deserve praise
. for making this difference on Tuesday.

It was possible as both parties showed admirable

- restraint, paving the way for holding rallies in the capital in
. a peaceful manner. It is unusual in our political culture that
- BNP men made no complaint of being obstructed either by
- ruling party men or by the police from attending their rally.

In some areas, activists of the parties passed one another

. without creating any tension. Some local BNP leaders were
. even seen sitting in the police van at Nayapaltan while
' Khaleda Zia was addressing the rally there. Such an atmo-
- sphere was beyond imagination given the growing intoler-
. ance and confrontational culture in our politics.

Field level leaders and activists of both camps were seen
SEE EDITORIAL SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

KAZI ARFF KILLING
Execution

of 3 convicts
today

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Kushtia

Three convicts sentenced to
death for the killing of Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal (JSD)
leader Kazi Aref Ahmed are
to be executed tonight at
Jessore Central Jail.

All preparations for the
executions of death-row
inmates Safayat Hossain
Habib, Anwar Hossain, and
Rasedul Islam Jhantu have
been completed, said
Senior Jail Superintendent
Sajahan Ahmed of Jessore.

Liberation War organiser
Kazi Aref along with four
Kushtia JSD unit leaders
were killed in a rally in

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

HYDROGEN BOMB TEST

UNSC agree to
punish N Korea

US rejects Pyongyang's claim

AFP, New York

The UN Security Council yesterday
agreed to roll out new measures to
punish North Korea after
Pyongyang announced it had
carried out a successful hydrogen
bomb test -- a claim rejected by
Washington.

With backing from China,
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Pyongyang’'s main ally, the 15-member council strongly condemned the
test and said it would begin work on a new UN draft resolution that would

contain "further significant measures."

UN diplomats confirmed that talks were underway on strengthening

several sets of sanctions that have been imposed on North Korea since its

first tested an atomic device in 2006.

Pyongyang's announcement drew swift condemnation from the

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

Man commits
suicide 'killing'
daughter

A CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

A man committed suicide
after allegedly killing his
physically-challenged and
speech impaired teenage
daughter Tuesday night at
his home in Khulna.

The dead are Mostafa
Kamal, 48, and his daughter
Sumaiya Akter, 14.

Kamal worked as an
accountant at the Institute
of Nuclear Medicine and
Allied Sciences (INMAS) in
Khulna. He was frustrated
and going through mental
trauma due to some familial
and official issues, said
police and family members.

Hailing from Fakirhat
upazila of Bagerhat, he lived
with his wife and two
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Tiveets too short?

Character limit may
go up to 10,000

AFP, Washington
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AZAN 5-30 12-45 4-00 5-30 7-00
JAMAAT 6-05 1-15 415 535 7-30

Twitter's 140 character limit on tweets
has long frustrated and challenged its
most verbose users.

Now the company could offer a
solution, according to tech news
website re/code: the 10,000 character
tweet, which could be available as
soon as March.
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Big earthquake
in the offing?
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Warn Indian experts

TNN, New Delhi

The Indian Home Ministry's disaster management experts
have warned of a bigger catastrophe, earthquakes with a
magnitude of 8.2 or greater on the Richter scale which may
hit the already ruptured Himalayan region.

They say quakes with higher intensity than the one that
struck Manipur on Monday are likely to rock the region in
future.

The tectonic shift has caused a series of these recent
earthquakes in the region -- Manipur 6.7 (Jan 2016), Nepal
7.3 (May 2015) and Sikkim 6.9 (2011) -- re-rupturing the
plates that had already developed cracks during previous
temblors. This has led to conditions which might trigger
multiple earthquakes which may go up to 8.0 in magnitude.

In a post-Nepal disaster assessment, the MHA's National
Institute of Disaster Management (NIDM) has warned of
enhanced risk around the "ring of fire garlanding the entire
north India especially the mountains". This was also
highlighted at a recent meeting organised by the Centre in
Arunachal Pradesh's capital Itanagar where policy-makers
from 11 hill states had participated and resolved to develop
a common building code for mountains.

NIDM director Santosh Kumar told an Indian daily the
interconnected plates across Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar and
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