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Abducted schoolteacher
rescued, 2 arrested

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A schoolteacher, abducted
for ransom from Pabna
town on Tuesday afternoon,
was rescued in Sadar upazila
early yesterday.

The victim, Md Bulbul
Ahmed, 50, of Khoyran village
in Sujanagar upazila, is ateacher
at Shudhir Kumar School and
Collegeinthe upazila.

Police also arrested two

abductors, Ripon Hossain,
20, and Shamim Hossain, 35,
from Mohammadpur village
in Pabna Sadarupazila.
Arobinda Kumar, sub-
inspector (SI) of Pabna
Sadar Police Station, said a
gang of kidnappers picked
up Bulbul from near the
Islami Bank Pabna Branch

in the afternoon. They later
demanded Tk one lakh

ransom from his family for
his release, the Sl added.

Victim's family filed a
case with Sadar Police
Station in the evening.

Acting on a tip-off, police
raided Mohammadpur village
at around 5:00am and rescued
the school teacher Bulbul from
the house of Ripon. They also
arrested Ripon and Shamim
from there.

'Cow lifter

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Rangpur

A suspected cow lifter was
beaten to death by a mob at
Nilakchandi wvillage in
Gangachara upazila of the
district early yesterday.

The deceased is Abdus
Salam, 35, son of Aminul
Islam of Sadullapur upazila
in Gaibandha.

killed in m

The mob also injured two
suspected cow lifters. They
are Abdul Malek, 40, son of
Abir Ali of Gangachara, and
Moshiar Rahman, 35, son of
Alam Mia of Kishoreganj
upazila in Nilphamari
district.

Locals said they chased
the three while they were
taking away a cow from the
cowshed of Dharani

ob beating

Chandra Mohanta of the
village around 5:30am.

They managed to catch
hold of the lifters and beat
them up mercilessly, leaving
them critically injured.

On information, police
went to the spot, rescued the
trio and took them to Rangpur
Medical College Hospital.
Salam succumbed to his
injuries in the morning,
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Four Jamaat men held

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

Police arrested four leaders and activists of Jamaat-e-
Islami at a house near Fakirganj Bazar in Atwary upazila
town of Panchagarh district on Tuesday. The arrestees are
Khademul Islam, 45, general secretary of the upazila unit
of Jamaat, Mojibar Rahman, 40, president of Toreya union
unit of the party, activists Md Ashikullah, 60, and Jahangir
Alam, 42, They were arrested on charge of planning
subversive activities, said Md Mozaffar Hossain, officer-in-
charge of Atwary Police Station,

17 fined for smoking in public

LINB, Kishoregani

A mobile court in a drive fined 17 people for smoking in
public on the premises of the deputy commissioner's
office and Chief Metropolitan Magistrate's Court in the
district town on Tuesday noon. During the drive, the
mobile court fined each person Tk 50 for smoking in open
places violating the existing law against smoking in
public. Additional Deputy Commissioner Torofdar
Mohammad Aktar Jamil and Executive Magistrate Abu
Taher Sayeed confirmed the incident.

Girl 'raped' on bus
in Mymensingh

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

A driver allegedly raped a
19-year-old girl inside a bus
in Mymensingh's Nandail
intersection area on the
Mymensingh-Kishoreganj
road early yesterday.

Police arrested Alamgir
Hossain, 25, the driver who
hails from Pumbail in the
district's Gouripur upazila.

Quoting the girl, Ataur
Rahman, officer-in-charge
of Nandail Police Station,
said the incident happened
after she got onto a
Kishoreganj-bound local
bus at Ishwarganj upazila
around 2:00pm on Tuesday.
She was on her way to meet
her brother, a garment
worker, in Narsingdi.

When the bus reached
Nandail intersection in the
afternoon, the driver sud-
denly cancelled the trip.

Later, he along with two
conductors -- Shahjalal and
Mosharraf Hossain -- con-
vinced the girl to pass the
night on the bus, assuring

her of helping to board a
Kishoreganj-bound bus the
next morning, said Ataur.

However, around 12:30am
yesterday, Alamgir entered the
vehicle and raped the girl.
Shahjalal and Mosharraf were
standing in front of the door,
added the OC.

Hearing the scream of the
girl, locals rushed to the spot
and caught Alamgir, The
other two fled.

The driver was handed
over to police.

Later in the day, the
arrestee was produced
before a Mymensingh court
with a seven-day remand
plea after the girl filed a case
with Nandail Police Station
against the trio.

The court, however, sent
him to jail, said the police
officer, adding they were
raiding several places to
arrest the two conductors.

The gitl, who is under
police custody, would have her
forensic test at Mymensingh
Medical College Hospital
today, he added.
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Schoolteacher shot dead

Our EDRRESPDHDEHT_. Cox's
Bazar

Unidentified criminals shot
dead a primary school-
teacher and inured his
younger brother inside their
house in the district’'s Ramu
upazila early yesterday:.

The dead, Mohammad
Nurusafa, 35, was an assistant
teacher of Boro Bil Govt Primary
Schoolin Ramu. Hewas the son
of Abdur Mabud of
Mohammad Sharif Para village.

The wvictim's family
alleged that Nurusafa was
killed over land dispute with

his co-villager Mohiuddin.

This correspondent,
however, could not contact
Mohiuddin for his com-
ments in this regard as he
went into hiding soon after
the incident.

Around 3:00am, a dozen
assailants stormed the
house and looked for
Nurusafa, said police, quot-
ing the victim's family:.

"I requested them [at-
tackers] to leave my house
with Tk 3 lakh and five tolals
of gold ornaments we had in
the house, but they told me
that they came to take the

life of my son, not to rob the
house,” said Mabud while
talking to police.

At one stage, they entered
the bedroom of Nurusafa
and opened fire on him. As
his younger brother
Mohammad Nurunnabi,
25, screamed for help, the
criminals also shot him in
the left leg before fleeing the
scene, Mabud added.

The injured were rushed
to Cox's Bazar Sadar
Hospital. Nurusafa, father of
a one-year-old daughter, died
on his way to the hospital.

Celebration of life

FROM PAGE 16
tries out a blossom as
adornment for her hair...

For adults too, the floral
display on the waterhole
which borders Satla village
in Barisal's Ujirpur upazila
and Bagda and Khajuria
villages in adjacent
Agailjhara upazila and
stretches over a thousand
hectares, by local estimate,
can only bring delight.

“Nobody knows the
lake's history,” says an
elderly man, “But since
childhood 1 have seen
waterlilies blossom here, It's
really enjoyable.” The lake
hosts species that flower in
white and purple too.

Traditionally the plants
have offered villagers not
only the radiant beauty of
their flowers but a source of

income. Many collect water-
lilies still, for sale as a
vegetable in local markets.

“Most of the year [ sell
lilies from this lake,” says
Abul Jabbar of Bagda village.
‘I can get up to five taka per
bundle of twenty stems,
which gives a daily income
of around 250 taka.” From
selling waterlilies Jabbar
maintains his family of
seven, he says.

Like Jabbar at least a
hundred other poor families
rely on lilies. Shaplar Beel's
lilies are sold at markets
across Barisal, and as far away
as Pirojpur and Faridpur.

Still others make a liveli-
hood from fishing. “There is
plenty of natural food for
fish in this lake,” says fisher-
man Romesh Gharami of
Khajuria village, "I normally

achieve a good catch here.”

Walking fish, butter fish,
mullet and fry are available
year-round, Gharami says,
bringing him an income of
up to 500 taka per day from
which he supports his
family of five.

Yet waterlily production
at the lake is on the decdline,
with local sources identifying
siltation which is decreasing
the lake's depth as a problem.
Moreover some have com-
menced fish cultivation in
the lake, building dams
inside it which alter the
traditional ecosystem.

But for now, life contin-
ues for the most part follow-
ing tradition at Shaplar Beel,
with the brilliance of its
annual waterlily display in
full force as usual, to wel-
come the winter,
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