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The blast at the mosque of the Ahmadiyya Muslim community during Juma prayer in Bagmara upazila of Rajshahi in late December, 2015 left at least one dead and ten injured

Politics, terrorism,

ERRORISM has re-
STRANGER emerged in
THAN Bangladesh - this
FICTION time, with more vigour! For

experienced suicide bombing
in a mosque. On December
25, a terrorist blew himself
up and injured a few people
during the Jumma prayer

at Bagmara in Rajshahi
district. As per media reports,
the dead terrorist was a
member of the proscribed
terrorist group Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen Bangladesh

TA] HASHMI

(IMB), purportedly linked with the Middle East-based

Islamic State (ISIS).

However, after going through about a dozen
leading Bangladeshi newspapers since December 26,
I'm disappointed by the sketchy, scanty and half-
hearted coverage of this devastating news. Only a
couple of analysts have shed any light on the grave
danger. The state of apathy about the first suicide
attack in the country makes it seem that suicide
terrorism isn't that different from any other violent
crime the country experiences every day!

There might be “international instigation” (as
suggested by top leaders of the country) behind
the resurgence of terror in Bangladesh, but as
proven in the past, indigenous terror outfits - the
IMB and HUJI (B) - can be as deadly. I believe
there's no room for any complacency about
terrorism having no place in Bangladesh because
it's “not another Pakistan or Afghanistan” or
because "Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists and
Christians fought together to liberate this
country”, No country is immune to terrorism, and
you don't need foreign hands to stir it up.

Unfortunately, it hasn't yet dawned on our leaders
and analysts that suicide terrorism may signal the
beginning of the end of any semblance of stability,
peace and order in the country. Contrary to the
layman's understanding of suicide terrorism, as
famous terrorism experts (including Robert Pepe)
have argued, “dying to kill others” is a “rational”
behaviour. Conversely, there is nothing rational
about being smug and denying the unpleasant truth
about the existence of indigenous terror groups in
Bangladesh. I'm afraid that this overconfidence and
denial of the reality might eventually backfire.

While complacency and the state of denial are
counterproductive to effective counterterrorism, so is
the prevalent politics of hate, mistrust and acrimony.
Heightened political polarisation in Bangladesh has
further aggravated the situation to the extreme. Thus,
a fractured Bangladesh is least prepared to tackle
terrorism. It's not the time to relax and engage in
acrimonious politics - as Bangladeshis are doing -
just because the police have arrested some JMB
terrorists, effectively unearthed some terrorist dens,
and confiscated deadly weapons from different parts
of the country. We must not forget that law-enforcers
aren't the only and most effective antidotes to terror.
Terrorism is very different from crime, and isn't a
typical law-and-order problem.

Unbelievably, when there was no credible terrorist

threat in the country, we heard people who cried wolf

about “impending” terrorist threats that first
originated within, and then travelled beyond,
Bangladesh. So much so that in March 2000, when
President Clinton visited Bangladesh, he cancelled
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nventionality is not morality. Self-righteousness is
notreligion.Toattack thefirstisnottoassail thelas.
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the first time ever, Bangladesh

inside an Ahmadiyya mosque

his road trip to the outskirts of Dhaka, to stay away
from “potential” Islamist terror attack on his

motorcade. And of late, we hear there are no terrorists

in the country, that only opposition activists resort to
terrorism. Despite local and international security
analysts'/ intelligence agencies' cautionary advice, the
government seems to have remained in a state of
denial, too complacent to take any Islamist terror
threat seriously.

While Islamist terrorists have re-emerged recently,
killing bloggers, writers, foreign nationals and Shias,
and attacking an Ahmadiyya mosque, with impunity,
one wonders how leaders, intellectuals, and ordinary
people in Bangladesh can afford to waste time and
energy in partisan politics! In less than a year of
independence, various factors polarised Bangladeshis
between the supporters and opponents of the ruling
Awami League party. However, the country was never
as fractured and polarised as it's today, since the
controversial parliamentary elections of January 5,
2014.

Had this polarisation been only political, due to
ideological differences between the followers of the
two major political parties - Awami League and BNP
(and their allies) - there would have been nothing
extra-ordinary or worrisome to take notice of, at all.

and the state of denial

ordinary people. Rumours and conspiracy theories
abound. The lack of mutual trust and respect between
politicians, and the non-existing transparency and
accountability of government machinery have not
only stalled democratic transition since
independence, but are also responsible for bad
governance, violent crimes, and terrorism.

We may agree with a recent piece on Bangladesh in
the Foreign Policy magazine (“Why the Extremist
Threat in Bangladesh Needs to be taken Seriously”,
November 7, 2015), which is instructive and
illuminating. We can't agree more with the article that
partisan politics is at the root of Islamist terrorism in
the country: “Political polarisation between the ruling
Awami League government and opposition
Bangladesh Nationalist Party is creating space for the
rise of Islamist extremism in Bangladesh.” We believe
over-polarisation of the over-populated polity and
the zero-sum game of politics in Bangladesh - where
the winner takes all - contribute to the rise of
dysfunctional governance, terrorism and anarchy. And
politicians' tendency to put down others, lie, hide the
truth, and deny the reality has further aggravated the
situation.

It's time that Bangladesh learns how to foster a bi-
partisan political culture from advanced democracies.

While Islamist terrorists have re-emerged recently, killing
bloggers, writers, foreign nationals and Shias, and attacking
an Ahmadiyya mosque, with impunity, one wonders how
leaders, intellectuals, and ordinary people in Bangladesh
can afford to waste time and energy in partisan politics! In
less than a year of independence, various factors polarised
Bangladeshis between the supporters and opponents of the
ruling Awami League party. However, the country was never
as fractured and polarised as it's today, since the controver-
sial parliamentary elections of January 5, 2014.

Leaders of both the groups portray their political

rivals — sworn enemies seems to be the right expression

— as “liars”, “killers” and "anti-Liberation” people. In
view of the above, it seems that ending the various
“never ending stories” in Bangladesh is more
important than getting united against terrorism!
One may raise the recent controversy over a
statement by Khaleda Zia, the main opposition
leader, in this regard. Pro-ruling party leaders,
intellectuals, students and others are demanding her

trial, and even expulsion from the country, for merely

asserting: “There is still a controversy about the exact
number of people martyred in the Liberation War”.

While the Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Committee has asked
for a law to make challenging the Liberation War facts

a criminal offence, a metropolitan magistrate in
Dhaka ordered probe over Khaleda's “sedition
charge”, and a former Supreme Court Justice said
Khaleda had insulted the Liberation War, which “is
tantamount to sedition”,

Unfortunately, people in Bangladesh hear only
very sketchy, partisan, doctored and incomplete
accounts of major upheavals in Bangladesh. There's
hardly any consensus on any man-made disaster that
befell this country since 1971, including killing of
politicians, intellectuals, military officers and
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ACROSS 44 Monopoly card

1 "Alice" diner DOWN

5 High point 1 Electronics part

9 Boom type 2 Tooth layer

10 Cabaret sight 3 Andean capital

12 "Battlestar Galactica” 4 Digitizes for computer
role use

13 Half of Hispaniola 5 Plant pest

14 Robin Williams movie 6 Snoop group. for short
16 Light metal 7 Rum drink

17 Stout relative 8 Tempt

18 Bumbling loser 9 Wheel minder

20 Temperature unit 11 Pig plaints

22 Draws 15 First page heading
23 Not available 19 Goblet part

25 Weary word 21 Travel document

28 Nearly 24 Rained in December
32 Strange 25 By surprise

34 Bright beam 26 Repetitive recital

35 One-time connection 27 Flowery shrub

36 Sleep aid 29 Grove growth

38 White-leafed flower 30 Was pert with

40 Keyed up 31 Young ones

41 Massage 33 Goes through

42 Periphery 37 Ancient Persian

43 Thanks-giving dish 39 Hurried flight

Before denigrating political rivals as enemies and
traitors, Bangladeshi politicians must know as to how
even relatively partisan Americans (among people in
the West) respect political opponents. President
George H.W. Bush is said to have told his son that
despite their mutual differences, both the
Republicans and Democrats were patriotic and that
only their ways of running the country were different.
During his election campaign in 2012, Republican
Mitt Romney went overboard in praise of rival
Democrats: "Democrats are more patriotic than
Republicans”,

In sum, instead of putting down political rivals as
killers and traitors, if politicians in Bangladesh could
respect each other - at least for the sake of showing
respect to the millions of voters who elect their
political rivals to power - the country would become
more livable, democratic and free from any terrorist
threat, Partisan, unaccountable and corrupt political
system is at the root of terrorism and anarchy. Long-
drawn-out terrorism has the potentials to retard
growth and progress, and destroy whatever the
country has achieved in the last four decades.

The writer teaches security studies at Austin Peay State University.
Sage has recently published his latest book, Global Jihad and
America: The Hundred-Year War Beyond Iraq and Afghanistan.
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2015: The Year
of the Cat

L Stewart perhaps didn't intend his
song to be taken quite so literally,
but here I am, declaring 2015 as the

Year of the Cat in recognition of the sheer
number of cat videos that were uploaded
online this year (for those interested: 45
percent of all videos uploaded to YouTube
in 2015 were of cats or other pets).
Without demand there is no supply, and
this huge supply of cat videos perhaps

- speaks to some mysterious acute need.

2015 was nothing if it wasn't a reality check for almost everyone
in the world. One of the most important events of the year was
perhaps the BlackLivesMatter movement in the US, in response to
the oppression that African Americans have been experiencing for
decades. Systemic racism is so rampant that it is now normalised:
the mass incarceration of Black youth disallow them from moving
out of the cycle of poverty when they do leave the prisons, and
disenfranchises them as they can't secure employment and may
even lose their right to vote in states such as Florida and Alabama;
cops get away with murdering Black men because they are
somehow 'scary’ and 'deserve to die'. In 2015 alone, 1,500 deaths
occurred at the hands of the police - extra-judicial killings that
were met with silence by international human rights organisations
around the world; the same ones who are otherwise very righteous
about war crime trials in distant 'Islamic’' countries. But, in 2015,
we saw that people weren't silent about it anymore.

2015 is also the year that the Middle East became an
amorphous mass of contiguous nations that will forever be at war,
with either Russian or American (or their allies') boots on the
ground, their borders drawn or re-drawn by everyone but their
own people, fought over in lieu of coal or oil, 1SIS-ised to serve the
industrial complex of weapons (much more than Al-Qaeda did),
militarised and militia-ised, with thousands of local people dead
for no fault of their own. This trend is not about to end anytime
soon.

In Bangladesh, the year 2015 started with daily bomb blasts in
violent protest against the government, which, some argue,
delegitimised any and all forms of protest as “terroristic.”
Hundreds died in the burn
unit of Dhaka Medical
College - bringing to
attention the dismal
condition of the burn unit in
addition to the chaos that
Bangladesh had become at
that point. As burning buses
became a frequent sight,
another group of defenseless
individuals - the 'bloggers’
(which has now become a
pejorative for 'atheist
freethinkers') - became the
target of another weapon -
the chapati. As a variety of
writers of various religious or
irreligious denominations
found themselves killed,
supporters of free speech
took a step back, confused.
The ante was upped: an
attack on a Shi'a mosque, and
another on an Ahmediyya
mosque by a suicide bomber,
a first for Bangladesh, in which only the bomber was killed, This
was quickly claimed by ISIS. A disjointed effort to both deny and
accept the existence of ISIS operatives in Bangladesh followed the
attacks, until people decided to forget about it as the year came to
an end, focusing more on symbols such as the Padma Bridge, and
Bangladesh's rise to lower middle-income status as indicators of
Bangladesh's overall health,

[Speaking of health, in a visit to rural Bangladesh, I found
that the Community Health Clinics that singer Momtaz sings
about in television advertisements to encourage people to use
their services for free or minimal charges, are largely free of
doctors, leaving citizens at the mercy of rural medical
practitioners (or pharmacists) who have no medical training. In
the absence of actual medical knowledge, these RMPs
supposedly prescribe antibiotics for all illnesses (their silver
bullet of choice for all illnesses), sending them to actual
hospitals only when it's presumably too late.]

In 2015, it became clear that the attack on minorities and the
non-privileged is a global problem - the consistent oppression of
African Americans in the US, the rise of Islamophobia across the
world, the maintenance of the model minority myth in the West
to keep minority groups from building solidarity, the attack on
people in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, the attack on so-called
irreverent Muslims by powerful Muslim leaders, the rising
popularity of Donald Trump, the anti-Muslim war in India, the
blockades in Nepal (to name a few) — pointing to the need for cat
videos as we try to exist in a world so chaotic, a world so divisive,
a world with so little love that dealing with all these on a daily
basis could mark the emergence of a new disease that can be given
a fanciful name like catanza or cattydia (like “affluenza” that
affects rich, entitled, and spoilt kids).

Or maybe we should just set some goals (for, we know that
goal-setting is associated with positive outcomes): 2016 will be the
year of dancing peacocks - beautiful, active, potentially colourful
and bright, and most importantly, free. Or, in Al Stewart's words:
“You follow 'till your sense of which direction/Completely
disappears.”

#ResearchMesearch
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45 percent of all
videos uploaded
to YouTube in
2015 were of
cats or other
pets. Without
demand there is
no supply, and
this huge supply
of cat videos per-
haps speaks to
some mysterious
acute need.

The writer is Assistant Professor, School of Social Work, University at Buffalo.
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I DON'T KNOW,
MY THROAT 15
KILLING ME

WELL, T GLESS
YELLING IS BETTER
THAN HURTING EACH

E2013 by King Peahres Syndicate, Inc. Werld rghts masnved

YESTERDAY'S ANSWER
LIT[S]T s|o[B]s
OIN|T|A[P M E[X|E]|C
S|T|IA|GIEJ L |E|G]A
E[RIRITIHIE[N][T]L
RIO|T[A[TIE[SIN|E

S|EIVIEINJE[N|D

RIT|IDIMLI[Y[E
RIE|PISIRP]I]E|IR]S
AlL]l T[E[N[D[S]|T
GlE|[S|[T|UIR[EJL]|A
AlC|[TIOINERA[R[U][L
S|IT|O|N|EJR| I |C|E

s[L]I]|D O|K|R

BABY BLUES by Kirkman & Scott
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OURS (il LOOK LIKE AN
ABAMNPONED PUMPSTER
By OCTORER,

THIS WILL EEEP NOUR
COROOL PAPERS NEDT
ALL NEARZ LONG, Z0E.
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