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New books,
big smiles

4.4cr schoolkids start getting free
textbooks on first day of New Year

Wasim BiN HABIB

For schoolchildren all over the country, the first morning of the New Year
came with the refreshing smell of fresh textbooks.

As they went to their respective schools braving the morning chill yester-
day, they each were handed over a new set of textbooks at all primary and
secondary schools.

Beaming with joy, some students held the books up in the air, while
some were flipping through the pages after receiving them with a feeling of
sheer happiness written on their faces.

"I am very happy to get my new textbooks. I will read the Bangla book
first as [ love poetry and stories most,” said Ipshita Naznin, a class VI student
at Dhanmondi Government Girls' High School in Dhaka.

[shan Ahmed, student of Mirpur National Government Primary School,
could hardly contain his excitement. "We got our results [of primary termi-
nal exams]| yesterday [Thursday], and are getting new books today. We did
not have to wait for a single day."

The exuberance of students turned every school ground into a veritable
carnival yesterday, the first day of the new academic session and the much-
awaited "Textbook Festival Day" as the government started distributing free
textbooks among the students like the last six years.

This year, the government will provide 33.38 crore copies of textbooks to
4.44 crore students of pre-primary, primary, secondary and technical educa-
tion schools and ebtedai and dakhil madrasas.

In order to solve the textbook crisis that had persisted for many years, the
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Development up,
democracy down
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2015: Bad time for
civic, political rights

Improvements in social, economic indicators,

Jubilant students of different government schools holding up fresh textbooks on the first day of the New Year during the textbook I
festival at the capital's Government Laboratory High School yesterday.

Voting rights
snatched
using admin

Says Khaleda on

municipal polls
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It is nothing but an air of optimism for the
present and the future if the major develop-
ment activities --both at planning stage and

from load shedding.

The terrible traffic congestions should
ease up following the implementation of
the other mega projects like the Metro rail,

BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia yesterday alleged that
the government snatched

says ASK report on state of human rights

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Human rights situation

HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION
IN BANGLADESH 2015

and economic, social

and cultural rights.
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trialisation and reduce people's suffering SEE PAGE 2 COL 4 SEE PAGE 2 COL 4 SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

Dried up Teesta
hits livelihood

S DiLie ROy, Lalmonirhat
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"We used to have bumper crops here,” says farmer Mahir
Uddin of Char Kalmati village in Lalmonirhat. “The Teesta
River used to flow year-round but nowadays there's not
enough water in winter for optimal agriculture.”

Across the villages situated on Teesta river shoals in
Lalmonirhat, the outlook is similarly gloomy. Rachima
Begum, a farmer of Gobordhan village located on a shoal in
Aditmari upazila says because they need to access under-
ground irrigation water by machine, farming has become
less profitable.

“The people of the shoals need never face poverty if the
river had water year-round,” she says.

The Teesta, which can be up to 2.5 kilometres wide, is
currently reduced to a width of about 70 metres, with water
only knee-deep.

“The river is all shoal and no water,” locals complain, as
they describe how they can walk for miles along sand
deposit stretches which now connect many island commu-
nities to the mainland.

It's bad news for boatmen like Noor Hossain of Char
Parulia village in Hatibandha upazila who finds himself
unemployed entirely. "It was unthinkable only a few years
ago,” he says, “that people could easily cross the River Teesta
by foot here.”

His colleague Abdul Gony, of the same village, blames the
unilateral construction of the river barrage across the Teesta at
India's Gazaldoba, around 100 kilometres upstream of the
Teesta Barrage Irrigation project at Dalia in Lalmonirhat's
Hatibandha upazila, for the poor river condition.

Over one lakh people live on 95 shoals in five upazilas in
the district and with boats impractical they are often com-
pelled to walk several kilometres across sand stretches to
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People carrying loads on rickshaw vans or on their shoulders, inset, through the dry river bed of the Teesta in
Lalmonirhat. A dried-up Teesta in winter not only affects fishing and farming but also makes communica-
tions difficult for people. The photos were taken recently. PHOTO: S DILIP ROY




