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Last year has been one of continuous shocks as well
as pleasant surprises both on the international and
home fronts. At home we have been plagued by
horrible, chilling news - murders of children,
kidnappings, disappearances and a wave of terrorist
attacks with the killing of bloggers, publishers, for-
eigners, attacks on non-Muslim clergy and bomb
blasts in religious gatherings. Politically, the year
started with violent hartal and blockade and ended
with municipal elections participated by both major
parties, (the results of which we could not include in
this supplement due to our printing schedule). The
unraveling of the horror stories of Bangladeshi and
Rohingya migrants has been making headlines,
revealing the excruciating suffering of desperate
people braving danger and death for a better future.
Globally it has been petrifying terror attacks, the
Syrian war and migrant crisis, the rise of ISIS and a
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wave of anti-Muslim sentiment that has reached
even the most progressive of countries of the West
creating tensions between communities and making
the world more intolerant and divisive.

But as humans our instinct is to find hope amidst
all hopelessness and there lies the secret of our sur-
vival. At home we have been blessed by, among other
gifts, a fairly stable economy and human develop-
ment index, bumper harvests, stellar performances
by our young cricketers and amazing feats of individ-
uals. There have been, moreover, remarkable suc-
cesses that have pulled us through. This includes the
agreement of nations to combat poverty and injus-
tice through the Sustainable Development Goals; the
universal consensus at the Paris Summit on Climate
Change and the cooperation of European nations led
by Germany to open its doors to Syrian refugees.

Now, as we charge forward we have a multitude of
challenges, many of them chalked out by interna-
tional summits and national plans. We must bring
peace where there is terror, sustenance where there is
hunger, and sustainability where there is depletion.
We must defy the shrinking space of free thinking,
fight racism, gender discrimination, violence and
poverty. We must bring balance to the world that has
been left shaky and stumbling. As we step into a
brand New Year, let all our energies unite to make
this earth a livable place again for all.

Happy New Year to all our readers and patrons!

Mahfuz Anam
Editor & Publisher

CONTENTS
Editor & Publisher
Mahfuz Anam
2015 in Perspective 3-6  MIGRANT CRISIS
Associate Editor Protect Our Migrant Workers 24
Brig Gen Shahedul Anam Khan POLITICS European Solidarity in a World of Crises 25
(Retd) Is Fascism Back? 7
Deputy Editor, Editorial Of Turmoil and Complacency 8 EDUFATION | |
A SchahahTa e AmS Keeping the Promise to Our Children 26
Unquotable Quotes 9  AnEventful Year 2]
Editorial Team
Upashana Salam TERRORISM ENVIRONMENT
Naznin Tithi 2015: The Global Terror 10 Paris Agreement and the Bangladesh 28-29
Nahela Nowshin Unifying the Struggle Against ISIS 11 Perspective
Shamsuddoza Sajen Save Rivers, Save Bangladesh 30
SO ECONOMY Sundarbans in Peri 31
. ' The Year in Review 12-13  Towards a Liveable Dhaka 32
Amitava Kar _ ; :
The Great Malaise Continues o
Graphics Good, But Can Be Better 15  CULTURE
Hasan Imam India’s Investment Anemia 16 AVibrant Scene 33
Chinmay Devorsi
Md. Niaz Makhdum DEVELOPMENT Major World Events in 2015 34-35
Saidur Rahman Shoyeb The Road to 2030: Development 17
_ Challenges in Bangladesh Those We've Lost 36-37
Cover lllustration
Sharier Khan Achievements of the Year 18-19  SPORTS
Make-up When Dreams Turned Into Reality 38
Amer Hoseain HUMAN RIGHTS Banglawash, All the Way 39-40
When Rights Go Wrong 20-21
Production
Selim S H Chowdhury CIVIL LIBERTIES
Shamim Chowdhury Hopes for a Fresh Beginning 22
Freedom on the Net in 2015 23




