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STAR REPORT )

Mayoral candidates of the
ruling Awami League clinched
a landslide victory in yester-
day's election to 234 munici-
palities amid allegations of
widespread electoral irregular-

MUNICIPAL
ities. ELECTIONS 2015
AL candidates secured 179

mayoral posts while their rivals from the BNP got 21. And
ALrebels obtained 19 posts.

Ruling party men resorted to electoral irregularities in at
least 80 municipalities with the local administration
looking on. They stuffed ballot boxes and drove BNP
candidates' agents out of polling centres, according to
reports from The Daily Star correspondents.

At least 36 mayoral candidates of the BNP, Jatiya Party
and other political parties either boycotted or demanded
fresh polls, citing irregularities in the municipal election
held on party lines for the first time.

The Election Commission suspended polls in Madhabdi
municipality of Narsingdi following massive irregularities.
Voting was postponed in 38 polling centres of 18 munici-
palities across the country, according to the EC.

Journalists were barred from covering polling at different
cenires.

In many polling stations, AL's youth and student fronts
played the leading role in controlling the voting process
with law enforcers turning a blind eye to the irregularities.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 3
MORE STORIES, PHOTOS ON PAGE 2, 3,5, 8

Journos become
target again

STAR REPORT

At least 15 journalists were attacked by ruling party men and
many more were threatened at polling stations while they
were covering yesterday's municipality elections.

The attackers on many occasions vandalised the journal-
ists' cameras, took away their mobile phones, and other
valuables.
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AL notches landslide victory; BNP fares poorly; one killed in sporadic violence
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A policeman tries to calm Ward-5 councillor candidate Hafizur Rahman and take him inside the Jessore Police
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ECONOMY IN 2015

NO SURPRISE;
IT KEEPS

! GROWING

SAJJADUR RAHMAN

It is often said that numbers do not lie, but when it
comes to the Bangladesh economy, the saying appears
to be on shaky grounds.

Bangladesh's gross domestic product, which is the
broadest measure of the health of an economy, grew
an impressive 6.5 percent last fiscal vear.

In addition to the steady GDP growth, the econ-
omy saw some other positives: controlled inflation,
sliding lending rates, stable exchange rate and
healthy foreign exchange reserves.

This good run is expected to continue into the new
year, with the World Bank forecasting growth of 6.7
percent for fiscal 2015-16.

Based on these numbers, it is safe to say that the
economy is doing well. Yet, the sentiment does not
resonate across the country.

Despite the abatement of political turmoil for a
good eight months now, businesses are still shaky.

People had thought that the economy and the
investment environment would pick up once the
political uproar dies down. “But that never hap-
pened,” said Salehuddin Ahmed, former governor of
Bangladesh Bank.

Even with the declining interest rate regime,
bankers are in want of borrowers; they simply do not
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Lines polling centre to prevent him from making a scene. Hafizur, an Awami Leaguer, had discovered his oppo- g e e
nent's men, also from AL, were stuffing ballot boxes inside the polling station yesterday. This photo was taken
when he took the sealed ballot papers from his opponent's men and went outside to call for help.
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MAYOR CANDIDATES ELECTED
UNOFFICIALLY

municipalities

anomalies

election

@ One dead in clash between supporters of two coundillor
aspirants in Satkania of Chittagong

@ Over 100 injured in election violence across the country

@ Electoral irregularities reported in at least 80 of 234
@ Polls to Madhabdi munidipality of Narsingdi suspended for

@ \oting suspended at 38 polling centres in 18 munidpalities
@ 39 candidates boycotted the polls and demanded re-

SEE YEAR-END SPECIALS ON PAGE B1, B4, 10, 12, 14, 15
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booth said there was no
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A man with the badge of AL mayor aspirant Fazle Rabbi stamps on AL electoral symbol 'boat' and other electoral

symbols of pro-AL councillor hopefuls at Talimul Quran Madrasa polling centre in Sonargaon of Narayanganj yester-

'Early' the concept

Voting begins early in the morning, ends hours before time

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Ballot-stuffing in at least 30 centres
began soon after voting began in the
morning and continued till it ended
in the afternoon in yesterday's munic-
ipal polls.
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: BALLOT-STUFFING, VIOLENCE

49 candidates quit:
‘mayoral race

BNP rejects

polls results

Terms elections

farcical
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

+ STAFF CORRESPONDENT

In some centres, votes were cast
even before the polling booths were
officially opened at 8:00am. Leaders
and activists of the Awami League and
supporters of the ruling party's candi-
dates captured some polling centres
and drove out voters and agents of

rival candidates to stuff ballots in
favour of their candidates.

They had free entrance and move-
ment inside the voting centres and in
some cases controlled the voting,

In several places, election officials

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4
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- Polls free,
fair, claim
EC AL

- STAFF CORRESPONDENT

" The Election Commission

The BNP has rejected the

- Thirty-six municipal mayor candidates of different political -

- and the ruling Awami
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results of yesterday's
municipal polls, alleging
widespread vote-rigging,
ballot-stuffing and capture
of more than a thousand
polling stations by the
ruling party men.

The party reached the
decision at a meeting last
night at BNP chief Khaleda
Zia's Gulshan office, hours -
after the voting ended.

Earlier in a post-polls
reaction, the BNP

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4 -

men and use of influence by local administrations.

eight are AL rebels, four independents and one is BNP rebel.
However, a few BNP candidates demanded fresh elec-

. tions in their municipalities.
- The Al's Kamrul Ahsan Moharaj in Barguna Sadar °
- Municipalityalleged that the local administration did not
SEE PAGE 2 COL3 .

parties, including one from the ruling Awami League, pulled | League claimed yesterday's

* out of the electoral race yesterday alleging vote rigging by AL * municipal polls were free

. and fair except for some

They also complained that many polling agents were . Stray incidents.

- forced out of booths by the ruling party men.
* A total of 49 mayor hopefuls boycotted the polls. Of -
- them, one belongs to the AL, 29 to the BNP and three each -
" to Jatiya Party and Islami Shashantantra Andolan while ;
- pffice after the close of
. voting, Chief Election

. Commissioner Kazi

The AL, however,

. accused the police of caus-

ing some of the incidents.
Briefing reporters at his

Rakibuddin Ahmad said

- the elections were peaceful

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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