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Fortune telling is some-
thing we are all familiar
with. We are intrigued

Fortune telling in its myriad forms has been
with us for millennia. Even in this day of
science, horoscopes are the most popular
reads in the newspaper. But the faithful
claim even fortune-telling is an art, if not a
science!

TAROT CARDS

Although not immensely popular in the
east, the western populace is well informed
of tarot cards - a deck of 78 with four suits.
Each card possesses a pictogram and title
that represents a specific concept or arche-
type. The belief in divination associated

NUMEROLOGY

Numerology is belief in the divine, the
mystical or other special relationship
between a number and some coinciding
events. It is considered by many as a
pseudo-science.

Numerologists just add up humber
assigned to the letters of your name to
reach your number. Numerology has been
an inseparable part of astrology since
ancient times. It is the study of numbers,
their combination and interaction in one's
life. People are numbered everywhere from
the womb to the tomb. It is right to say that

parrot and a deck of cards. Once a cus-
tomer arrives, the astrologer asks his name.
Then, he opens the cage and lets the parrot
choose a card that is suitable to the cus-
tomer's name. The parrot walks out of the
cage, selects a card with its beak, and
retreats to the cage. The astrologer reads
out the message in the card. Divination
could not be simpler!

PALMISTRY

In simple words palmistry is palm reading.
This practise is found throughout the world
and is still en vogue. Fortune telling is done
through the study of the palms, which
takes into consideration the shape of the
hands, the lines of palm and fingers, the
colour and the texture of the skin and
finger nails; relative sizes of the palm and
fingers; prominence of the knuckles, and
numerous other attributes of the hands.

Every astrologer has his own way of
persuading its clients. It is not possible to
get a hundred percent accurate prediction,
however non-sceptics believe that the
predictions can be pretty close.

Fortune-tellers often suggest adapting a

by the middle-aged

amateur paimist most
of us have in the fam-
ly. He is loved by all —
skeptics and believers
and non-believers,
who love a hearty
debate nevertheless.

A day of palmist

| was never a real believer of chiromancy. | mean the idea of
someone being able to see the future by reading my palm
always seemed a bit farfetched to me. But the shocking
number of people who believe and swear by palmistry got
me wondering whether there could be something real to it
after all.

| figured if anyone could do it, so could I. And whilst there
are different schools for palmistry and techniques you can
acquire through months of learning, | decided to skip it all
and went straight to my teacher for everything — wikihow. In
about ten steps, wikihow taught me the art of palmistry and
if you were wondering, yes, there were a lot of instructions
on how to read hands.

| guess | wasn't really ready to learn the whole process. |
just wanted to make ridiculous predictions to see if | got any
right. Something down the lines of, “your jeans are old” or
“you were once an annoying kid” or even, “| know what you
did last night.” | was sure one of those would be a home run.

If that wasn't enough, | also had awesome one-liners
ready to awe my unsuspecting victims. Stuff like, "the cosmic
forces of the universe ebb and flow and the mystic mirror of
your own mind provides the answer,’ would definitely leave
them a little shocked. But even before | did all that, | needed
to come up with a few awesome questions. You know, ques-
tions | could ask that would help me fill in some of the gaps
about the life of the person whose palm I'd be reading.

Questions like, “Do Lipton Tea employees take coffee
breaks?” or “If Fed Ex and UPS were to merge, would they call
it Fed UP?" and finally, “what happens when you get scared
half to death, twice?” | was sure that these were gold.

It also occurred to me that Palmistry was a lot like magic
or poker. Well, at least in some aspects. In magic, you need to
manipulate your audience and in poker you need to be able
to read people and watch for their reactions. | was sure that
you'd need to do both those things when you are reading a

with Tarot focuses on the prospect that
o whatever cards are dealt to the participant
will be revelatory.

A tarot card can help guide you through
your troubled emotion and clouded
thoughts, by offering a reflection of your

Numbers

palm. So finally, after consulting a magician friend and play-
ing some Facebook poker to ready myself, | was done pre-
paring. All that was left was to set up the most epic palm-
reading environment.

It had to be super legit so | had to pull out all the stops.
The first thing on my list was a turban which | would match
with long colourful robes. | would also disguise myself with a
fake beard and sport a fake and terrible foreign accent so as
to emit a mysterious and weird vibe. | also took time out to
do some meditating because | did not want to break charac-
ter halfway through my reading.

And finally to set the mood, | set up a tent behind my
house, got a table and covered it with Aarong patterns, got a
crystal ball, some candles and covered the whole inside of
the tent with rich silk materials. To top it all off, | got a smoke
machine, some speakers to emit scary sounds and an auto
tune microphone.

| was ready. | had invited a group of my university friends
to be my first test subjects and they were on their way here. |
was nervous but to steady myself, | turned on the Pokemon
theme song. And before | knew it, they were here,

Sabrina, an old friend, was going to be the first one com-
ing through the tent. | readied myself, turned on the smoke
machine, started playing the song “echoes” in the back-
ground and summoned her in. She came in and | invited her
to sit down without speaking a word. | was so ready to make
all sorts of predictions about love, life, health and much
more! Then, suddenly, | started to get woozy and before |
knew it, | blacked out.

The next day, | woke up in my room with a note stuck to
my forehead. Turns out the smoke had gassed me out like a
SWAT unit and | had fainted. Beside me lay a T-shirt which
said “l heart Palmistry” and on top of that was another note
from my friends that read, “This T-shirt marks the retirement
of legendary palmist — nav.”

"The World is based on the power of

Another school of thought perceives
numerology as a belief that everything in
the universe has its own vibrating fre-

stone or a particular ritual, depending on
the nature of the prediction, to follow so
that the future possesses a positive out-
come. Whether it works or not, is a matter
of dispute. But most of us who are troubled
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unsure of what decisions or choices to PARROT ASTROLOGY the flow. culturally progressive and
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In all seriousness, palmistry whether it's real or fake,
requires a lot of showmanship. You need to be good at read-
ing people and be able to guess and infer from the details
based on signals or clues given by the other person. But be
aware for it is definitely not for the faint-hearted and | mean
that quite literally!

By Naveed Naushad
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