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Dreaming of energy security,
India pumps desert oil

AFP, Barmer, India
The deserts of Rajasthan may be the
showcase for India's solar revolution
but the oil explorer that struck gold
beneath the same sands insists the
country needs to pump out more
fossil fuels to wean itself off imports.

Ahead of this month's climate
negotiations in Paris, India sought to
deflect criticism by pointing to the
solar panels and wind turbines
sprouting across the sparsely-
populated princely state.

Yet deep in the desert, and less
well-publicised, are four oil fields

clean energy, but the reality is today
you need all kinds of energy -- you need
clean energy, you need fossil fuels,”
Cairn India's chief executive Mayank
Ashartold reporters on a site visit.

"A country like India can either
make the fossil fuels, or it can import
it. And makingitis alot better."

India already imports three-
quarters of its oil and as its fast-
growing economy sucks up more and
more fuel, the International Energy
Agency (IEA) projects this will rise
above 90 percent.

Its few domestic fields like Barmer
and Bombay High off the coast of

operated by an offshoot of Scotland-
based Cairn Energy that churn out
nearly a quarter of all domestic crude.

Each day the world's longest
heated pipeline funnels 176,000
barrels from the remote Barmer
region near the Pakistan border,
bound for the refineries of Reliance
Industries, Essar Oil and Indian Oil
Corporation.

Exploration continues apace, with
less than half the state's 150,000
square kilometres (58,000 square
miles) thought to contain crude
deposits developed so far, and mil-
lions more barrels likely still trapped
in the rock.

Oil magnates echo Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's insistence that the
world's third-biggest carbon-emitter
must keep polluting to power its way
out of poverty.

"We would all like solar power and

AFP/FILE
A worker cycles by machinery at Gairn India's oil and gas exploration plant
at Barmer in Rajasthan.

Mumbai go only a short way to coun-
tering its import dependence.

"When it comes to oil and gas we
have a strategic vulnerability," Ashar
said.

The discovery of oil in a region so
harsh it was once considered a pun-
ishment posting for civil servants was
hard won.

Shell, which first got the licence to
explore Barmer in 1995, had given up
after several wells came up dry, but its
maverick geologist Mike Watts, who
was convinced it held potential,
moved to Cairn and kept searching.

Cairn drilled 13 wells before hit-
ting an abundant flow of highly parat-
finic crude in 2004, the world's big-
gest discovery of onshore oil that year.

Two years later as engineering was
underway, flash floods rendered the
siteunusable,

But Cairn regrouped and in the

decade that followed impoverished
Barmer, whose farmers were once
wholly at the mercy of sporadic rain-
fall, became a bustling oil town,

"This is changing the lives of the
people in the desert," Deepak Upreti,
principal secretary to the Rajasthan
government, told AFP,

More than a dozen luxury hotels
have sprung up to cater to oil execu-
tives. Local businesses set up to serve
the industry have generated a market
worth 15 billion rupees ($225 mil-
lion) in procurement.

Yet it sits somewhat uneasily with
Rajasthan's status as the biggest solar-
producing state -- seeking to install
25,000 megawatts (MW) of India's
ambitious target for 100,000 MW of
solar energy capacity by 2022.

In Paris, Modi launched a 121-
nation alliance committed to dramat-
ically boosting solar power and
acknowledged "the energy sources of
the industrial age have put our planet
in peril”.

But he argued that rich nations
have no right to stop the poor from
using fossil fuels such as coal and oil,
blamed for warming the planet.

Upreti said Rajasthan needed to
harness all energy sources and that
fossil fuels and renewables would "go
hand in hand”.

With the price of Brent crude crash-
ing to an 11-year low of $36 a barrel
from above $100 18 months ago, wor-
ries over India's imports bill have eased.

But when prices rise again -- they are
likely to start recovering in 2017, accord-
ing to the [EA -- the pain will be acute.

Experts say potential for undiscov-
ered native reserves of oil and gas is
limited, while instability in Middle
East supplier countries is a concern.

New Delhi has been pushing to
take advantage of cheap oil to invest
in assets abroad, with two state-run
firms reportedly in talks to take a stake
in a Siberian oil asset.

Cairn's Rajasthan fields are
expected to keep producing until
about 2050 by which time India will
be the most populous nation in the
world and, projections suggest, its
third-largest economy.

"We know the region is deficient in
resources,” Ajay Gondane, a senior
foreign ministry official told a recent
energy conference in Delhi.

“But there is a lot of potential that
is not utilised. Realising that potential
is the challenge."
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Ref. No: DMPI/STEP/Tender/(GD-17)/2015/234 Date: 22/12/2015
1 Ministry/Division Ministry of Education. REUTERS
2 Agency Directorate of Technical Education.
3 Procuring entity name Dhaka Mohila Polytechnic Institute. Ferrari North America
4 Procuring entity district Dhaka. Inc, a division of
5 Invitation for Tender, Goods (Lot by lot basis). 1 ; :
6 Invitation Ref No. DMPI/STEP/Tender/(GD-17)/2015/234 Ferrari NV, is recalling
7 Date 3911212015 some 2016 California

KEY INFORMATION

T vehicles due to the

[

Procurement method

Open tendering method (OTM).

risk of a fuel leak in

FUNDING INFORMATION

the engine compart-

9 Budget and source of funds

Intemational Development Association (IDA).

ment, according to a

10 Development pariners IDA (World Bank).

PARTICULAR INFORMATION LIS, Department of
11__| Projectiprogram code 5-2551-5030, Transportation

12 Project/program name Skills and Training Enhancement Project (STEP), DTE. (DOT) notice on

13 Tender package No. DMPI/GD-17 Friday.

14 Tender package name

Lot-2: Machineries for Electronics Department.
Lot-3: Machineries for Computer Department.
Lot-4: Machineries for Electromedical Depariment.

The recall, which
began on Dec 14,

15 Tender last selling date

10/01/2016 up to 5:00pm.

affects up to 185

16 Tender closing date and fime

11/01/2016, 12:00 noon.

vehicles manufac-

17 Tender opening date and time

11/01/2016, 12:30pm.

tured between Sept 8

18 Name & address of the office(s

and Nov 11, 2015.

18.1 | -- Selling tender document

Office of the Principal, Dhaka Mohila Polytechnic Institute, She-e-Bangla
Nagar, Dhaka-1207.

The higher risk of a

18.2 | -- Receiving & opening
tender document

Office of the Principal, Dhaka Mohila Polytechnic Institute, She-e-Bangla
Nagar, Dhaka-1207.

leak, which increases
the chances of fire,

19 Place/date/time of pre-
tender meeting

Office of the Principal, Dhaka Mohila Polytechnic Institute, She-e-Bangla
Magar, Dhaka-1207.
Date: 04-01-2016 & Time: 11:00am.

was the result of a
manufacturing defect

INFORMATION FOR TENDERER

in a part provided by
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Models pose with SsangYong Tivoli, a new sport utility vehicle brought by Millennium SsangYong Motors, at an event

at Radisson Blu hotel in the capital. The car is now on sale at three showrooms in Dhaka, Chittagong and Sylhet.
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SONY RANGS
Tanvir Hossain, head of marketing and sales at Sony Rangs, launches a new sales campaign -- Year End and DITF
2016 Promotion -- at Sonartori Tower in Dhaka on Saturday. The campaign focuses on Bravia TV sets, with discounts
depending on models, along with other Sony products.

Authorities investigate head of China Telecom

AEP, Beijing
The head of China Telecom, one of the
nation's big three telecoms firms, is
under investigation for "severe disci-
plinary violations", the government
said Sunday, the latest high-profile
target in a corruption crackdown,
News of the probe into Chang
Xiaobing was given in a statement on
the website of the Central
Commission for Discipline

Inspection, the watchdog of the rul-
ing Communist Party,

The term is normally a euphemism
for graft. Chang had been "taken
away", according to an article in the
respected business magazine Caijing,
adding that he disappeared just days
before a meeting of the state-owned
company planned for December 28.

In August Beijing announced it
would shift Chang from his position as
chairman and party secretary of China's
second largest telecoms provider China
Unicom to China Telecom.

The move provoked rumours of an
imminent merger between the two

industry leaders and the third major
player, China Mobile.

In April the state news agency
Xinhua reported that China was
considering merging scores of its
biggest state-owned companies to
create around 40 national champions
from the existing 111.

Authorities have been pursuing a
hard-hitting campaign against alleg-
edly crooked officials since President
Xi Jinping took office in 2013, a
crusade that some experts have called
a political purge.
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20 Eligibility of [ a) The tenderers should be the manufacturersidistributors/sole agents of related a supplier, according
tenderer machineries having authorization from the manufacturer, to a filing with the
b) Shall have a minimum of 5 (five) years of overall experience in the supply of goods National Highway
and related services. and Traffic Safety
c) Shall have experience of satisfactory completion of supply of "Machineries of Adviini ;
Electronics Department/similar items” of minimum BDT 20.00 lac (for Lot-2), dIministration; a
"Machineries of Computer Department/similar items” of minimum BDT 60.00 lac (for division of the DOT.
Lot-3), "Machineries of Electromedical Department/similar items" of minimum BDT The move comes
25.00 lac {fﬂr Lﬂt‘4} under a Singlﬂ contract in the last 5 {ﬁ"lfa} years. after Ferrari, owned
d) Others (as mentioned in the tender document). Lo Bt Clirvsler
21 Brief Lot-2: "Machineries for Electronics Department/similar items”®, Lot-3: "Machineries for Y ﬁm
description of | Computer Department/similar items”, Lot-4: "Machineries for Electromedical Automobiles NV,
goods Department/similar items". recalled upwards of
22 Brief description of related services Installation and commissioning of goods. 800 cars in the
23 Price of tender document Tk 1,000.00 {one thousand only) lnited States to fix a
24 Package No. Identification of package Location Tender Completion time 2
- o security afte[: confract pmhle-m. with its
amount (Tk) signing (weeks) Takata airbags over
DMPI/GD-17 | Lot-2: Machineries for | Dhaka Mohila | 70,000.00 08 (eight) the summer.
Electronics Department Polytechnic Ferrari issued a
Lot-3: Machineries for Institute, 200,000.00 08 (eight) stop sale notice to
Computer Department Sher-e-Bangla deal £ the 2016
Lot-4: Machineries for | Nagar, Dhaka- [790,000.00 08 (eight) Ca s artic
Electromedical Department 1207 model California T,
PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS which has a list price
25-28 Hare, desiggaiic;n, ;d%essl Eﬂnﬂl}alﬂﬁhakﬁ Mohila Polytechnic Institute, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, of just over $167,000
and contact details of officia aka-1207. :
inviting tender email: dhakamohilapoly@yahoo.com, web: www.dmpi.gov.bd ?::If];dmg t; Th; 3Car
29 The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tender(s) without assigning any 'fl CrALDNON 2oh)
reason whatsoever. ﬁl]ﬂgﬂ show. DE‘EIE[‘S
Engr. Md. Mozahar Hossain will replace the line
Principal free of charge, the
GD-3959 Dhaka Mohila Polytechnic Institute

notice read.
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