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SAIDPUR MUNICIPALITY

Urdu speaking voters likely
to play decisive role

EAM ASADUZZAMAN with
ANDREW EAGLE

A crowded railway town by
tradition, Saidpur has long
been home to a significant
Urdu-speaking community.
The forefathers of many
arrived in the British period
from Uttar Pradesh, Bihar
and other parts of India to
pursue careers in the railway
workshops. Still others fled
communal violence to
arrive after Partition,

In the upcoming munici-
pal elections, the support of
Saidpur's Urdu speakers will
likely be decisive.

“The votes of the Urdu-
speaking community always
play a crucial role," says
Abdul Hafiz, the principal
of Saidpur College and a
well-known local historian.

While Urdu-speakers

account for 25 of the 74
candidates who will contest
the 15 councillor seats, there
is no Urdu-speaking candi-
date running for the post of
mayor.

Nonetheless, for a minor-
ity community anywhere in
the country it is rare to wield
such electoral clout, and for
Urdu speakers in
Bangladesh, Saidpur is
undoubtedly unique.

According to the upazila
election office, of the 81,500
registered voters in the first
class municipality, 60%
speak Urdu as a first lan-
guage.

In light of such statistics,
mayoral and councillor
candidates of all persua-
sions have been making
efforts to appeal to Urdu
speakers in preparation for

the upcoming polls.

A rare sound in
Bangladesh, loudspeaker
campaign announcements
in Urdu are likely to suprise
any visitor. But in Saidpur,
any serious election cam-
paign must be conducted
bilingually.

Although the community
lost some of its dominance
after the Liberation War,
during which many Urdu-
speakers supported Pakistan
and subsequently migrated
there, Urdu-speakers remain
influential in the area's
cultural, political and eco-
nomic life,

Yet which way they will
vote is becoming harder to
predict. Traditionally it has
been assumed that Urdu
speakers favour BNP-backed
mayoral candidates, with a

succession of them having
been elected. But in more
recent times circumstances
have changed.

“The issue of the war
criminal trials may have
given Urdu speakers reason
to reconsider their vote,” says
railway workers' leader
Aminur Rahman, "It could
be reflected in the upcoming
poll.”

President of the Urdu
Welfare Society, Ashraful
Islam Babu, has also
observed a break with the
past. “We made an historical
mistake in 1971," he says,
“Many supported the
Pakistani Army due to polit-
ical ignorance. Nowadays
we want to intermingle with
all people in this country
and take pragmatic deci-
sions when casting votes.”
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Four aspirants of Thakurgaon municipality pledge to fight corruption, if elected, at a programme organised by
Sushasoner Jonno Nagorik (Sujan) on the Judge's Court premises yesterday.

4 Thakurgaon mayor aspirants
vow to fight corruption

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Thakurgaon

Four candidates for the post of
mayor of Thakurgaon
Municipality have vowed to
root out corruption and put
an end to criminal activities in
the municipality, if elected.
They made their electoral
pledges and responded to
voters' queries in a face-to-
face with people

programme organised by
Sushasoner Jonno Nagarik
(Sujan) on Judge's Court
premises.

The candidates who
attended the programme are
Tahmina Akhter Mollah of
Awami League (AL), Mirza
Foizan Amin of Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP),
Soleman Ali Sarkar rebel AL
candidate, and Mahfuzul

Islam (independent).

The four aspirants prom-
ised to fulfill their election
pledges, if voted to power,
and work together tor devel-
opment of the municipality.
They also promised to
accept the people's verdict
in the election.

The mayoral candidates
vowed to eradicate social
menaces like drug peddling,

Job Opening

Save the Children is the world’s leading, independent organisation for children

Education Director

(I position based in Dhaka)

The Education Director leads Save the Children in Bangladesh’s education sector, consisting
primarily of Early Childhood Care and Development and Basic Education programs. S/he will
play a lead role in setting the strategic direction for the education sector, design new programs
and projects, and identifying and pursuing strategic partnerships. The Director is also
responsible for ensuring program quality and donor accountability, s/he plays a senior
representational and advocacy role with the Government of Bangladesh, Donors, and SC
members as well as ensures that program learning, research and evaluation findings are
channeled towards advocacy, continuous improvements, and new program design. At least 15
years of working experience, preferably in education related programmes including 05 years in
senior management position, Master’s Degree, preferably in Education or relevant discipline.

For detailed job description and to apply online, please visit:
http://bangladesh.savethechildren.net

Application deadline: January 13, 2016
Only short listed candidates will be invited for interview
‘Save the Children promotes diversity in its workforce’

Save the Children

<SHINWAR
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creating - addresses
"WE ARE GROWING; BEYOND BOUNDRIES"
We are a concern of Anwar Group of Industries and have been expanding its INFRASTRUCTURE
business. We are inviting a competent, energetic and ambitious professional for following position:
Chief Operating Officer: Minimum Masters in any discipline preferably Engineering / MBA with
minimum 20 years of experience with 5 years as the COO heading premium civil construction organization.
The candidate must have strong contact and high level liaison with various govt..semi govt, autonomous
departments and foreign agencies to procure development projects, construction works and
Infrastructure projects.
- Should be able to run the department and formulate policies for the growth and
expansion of department.
- Make ALM a leading infrastructure company in 35 years
- To find out foreign partners/ companies.
- Be updated in upcoming infra projects in Bangladesh.
- To maximize projects profitability.
- A leader having dynamic, penetrative, energetic and aggressive attributes.

Please apply with confidence by January 10, 2015 to hr@anwarlandmark.com or at the
following address.

HR Department
Anwar Landmark Ltd.
Baitul Hossain Building (13th Floor)

27 Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka-1000.
www.anwarlandmark.com

early marriage and stalking.

They promised to ensure
citizens' rights, including
smooth supply of safe
drinking water, cleanliness
and communal harmony in
the municipality.

Professor Monotos Kumar
Dey, president of Panchagarh
district unit of Sujan, presided
over the programme while
Rajesh Dey, regional coordi-
nator of Sujan, conducted the
programime.

A good number of towns-
people attended the
programime,

On Monday, three candi-
dates for the post of mayor
of Panchagarh Municipality
vowed to root out corrup-
tion and put an end to crimi-
nal activities, if elected.

They made their electoral
pledges and responded to
voters' queries in a face-to-
face with people
programme organised by
Sushasoner Jonno Nagarik
(Sujan) at Sher-e-Bangla
Park in the town yesterday.
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Baby stolen
from Pabna
hospital

still traceless

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

The newborn baby, stolen
from Pabna Medical College
Hospital on Tuesday, still
remains traceless.

The hospital authorities
formed a three-member
inquiry committee headed
by senior gynaecologist Dr
Hasnat Jahan yesterday. The
committee will submit its
report within seven days,
said Md Ruhul, an official of
the hospital.

“Although this is a gov-
ernment hospital, there is
not enough security here,
which is why the culprit
could easily manage to
take away the newborn
baby from the hospital
ward,” Md Abdul Halim,
maternal grandfather of
the baby, told this corre-
spondent.

A middle-aged woman
in the guise of a patient
took away a three-day-old
girl from a ward in the
hospital on Tuesday eve-
ning,

Hospital sources said
Shelley Khatun, 25, wife
of Ukil Uddin of
Khoyersuti village in
Pabna Sadar upazila gave
birth to a girl on Sunday
night.

“As the baby's condition
was delicate she was
referred to the pediatrics
ward for better treatment,”
says Halima Khatun, the
child's grandmother,
“When 1 was carrying the
baby to the ward at about
7:00pm, a middle-aged
woman in the guise of a
patient took the baby in her
lap, saying she would stop
the baby crying.”

Within a few minutes, the
woman left the ward with
the baby, Halima added.

“Law enforcing agen-
cies have made several
drives in the district head-
quarters, but there is no
trace of the wvictim,”
Abdullah Al Hasan, offi-
cer-in-charge of Pabna
Sadar Police Station, said,
adding that the grand-
mother of the missing
baby filed a case with the
police station on
Wednesday night.

JCD leader
held on
subversion
charge

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Benapole, Jessore

Police arrested a local leader
of Jativatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) from Health
Complex area in Bagharpara
upazila of Jessore district on
Wednesday.

The arrestee is Nazmul
Al Mamun, 27, president
of Bagharpara upazila
unit of JCD, and son of
Abul Hossain of the
area.

He was arrested in a case
for carrying out subversive
activities, said Sayaruddin
Ahmed, officer-in-charge
of Bagharpara Police
Station.

QUALITY ASSURANCES SERVICES

The U.S. Embassy in Dhaka 1s

requesting information from interested
and legally eligible Quality Assurance

Engineers/Engineering

firms n

Bangladesh. Bidders are responsible
for all costs and fees associated with
preparation of proposals to include
costs incurred for any site visits.

To obtain information, interested and
eligible contractors are required to
send email to Mr. Ryan Zachry,
ctha.asia@usace.army.mil no later

than 8 January 2016. The email shall
identify company name, address and
contact information. After your point
of contact information 1s received, you

will

receive a solicitation which

contains the instructions on submitting

a proposal.
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Locals form a human chain beside Sylhet-Tamabil highway in Jaintapur upazila of Sylhet
yesterday, demanding capital punishment to the killers of SSC candidate Pulok. The
decomposed body of Pulok was found on December 18, eight days into his missing.

MUDER OF SSC CANDIDATE PULOK
Locals demand capital

punishment of killers

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Mulibazar

Local people held a rally and
formed a human chain
beside Sylhet-Tamabil high-
way on Wednesday,
demanding capital punish-
ment to the killers of SSC
examinee pulokin Jaintapur
upazila of Sylhet district.

They also brought out a
procession in bus stand area
of the upazila town to press
the demand.

People from all walks of
life, including teacher and
students of different educa-
tional institutions, politi-
cians and traders took part
in the programmes.

Police recovered the
decomposed body of Pulok,
15, son of Panna Lal of
Baurbhag Dakkhin wvillage
in Jaintapur upazila, on
December 18, eight days
after he went missing.

On December 10, Pulok

went missing, Shafiul Kabir,
officer-in-charge of Jaintapur
Police Station, said, adding
that on the day, the victim'’s
father filed a general diary
with the PSin this connection.

The law enforcers later
arrested Pulok's classmate
Abdul Kuddus, 16, son of
Shafiq Ahmed of the same
village, and his stepbrother
Sehab Uddin Sabu, 15, for
their alleged involvement in
the killing,

Robbers abduct 3 fishermen,

take away trawler

30 others drift in Bay as the gang loots
another boat's engine

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhli

Robbers yesterday abducted
three fishermen and took
away a fishing trawler from
Jahajmara area on the Bay,
about 80-km south-west of
Kuakata sea beach. They
also looted the engine from
another boat, leaving 30
fishermen drifting in an
engineless trawler.

Md Golam Mostafa
Chowdhury, president of
Barguna Fishing Trawler
Owners' Association, con-
firmed the matter.

Theabducted fishermen are

Kalam Majhee, 40, Masum
Majhee, 35, and Zakir Hossain,
36, of trawler FB Maamoni,
and residents of different areas
under Patharghata upazila of
Barguna district, Golam
Mostafasaid.

The pirates attacked FB
Maamoni at about 2:00am,
and abducted three out of
19 fishermen.

Later on, the gang
attacked another trawler
named FB Kishoyan, looted
its engine and then headed
towards the Sundarbans.
Since then, FB Kishoyan has
been floating on the Bay

with 30 fishermen as it has
no engine, sources said.

The fishermen of FB
Kishoyan are Jahirul, 32,
Nanna Mia, 36, Shahid Mia,
38, Kabir Hossain, 40, Jamal,
35, Mamun, 28, Moti Mia, 42,
Mohiuddin, 32, Jubayer, 23,
Monir Hossain, 25, Khokon
Mia, 26, Abul Kalam, 28,
Badsha Mia, 25, Abdur
Rahman, 24, Dulal, 22, Abu
Kalam, 30 and Abul Hossain,
25, Golam Mostafa said quot-
ing Nanna Mia fisherman of
the trawler. Names of the rest
of the fishermen could not be
known.

PUBALI BANK LIMITED

ESTABLISHMENT DIVISION
HEAD OFFICE, 26, DILKUSHA C/A, DHAKA-1000.

Sealed Tenders are hereby invited from the eligible Tenderers who can participate in any
of the following tenders or all but in separate envelope as defined in the tender
documents of the under mentioned works as per terms & conditions stated below :

Pubali Bank Limited, Establishment Division,
Head Office, 26 Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka 1000.

Civil, Electrical & Networking works at proposed

1. Procuring Entity

2. lender Name

3. Time for completion of the work

4. Eligibility of Tenderers

Price of Tender Document

Amount of Tender security

premises of our

Chittagong.

Mithachhara Branch,

Supply and fitting of new furniture at our Credit

Administration,

Monitoring & Recovery

Division and Law Division (7th floor), Head

Office, Dhaka.

20(Twenty) Calendar days for each work (who

are not capable to do the works in the schedule
time need not participate)

Minimum work experience of 3 (Three) years in
building renovation/interior works/supply of

furniture.

The tenderer must have experience during last

3 (Three) years

in completion of work(s) in

same nature costing minimum Tk.10.00(Ten)
Lac in a single work order.

Having valid trade license, up to date Income
Tax clearance certificate and VAT registration

certificate.

Must be financially solvent.

Tk.1200.00 (Tk. One thousand Two hundred)

only (non-refundable) for each waork.

2.5% of total bid amount for each tender in the

form of Payment Order favouring Pubali Bank

Name and address of the
office from where tender
documents will be obtained
& to be dropped

Last date & time for selling
tender document

Last date & time for tender
submission

. Date and Time for tender

opening

11. Special Instructions

Limited, Head Office, Dhaka - 1000. "No tender
will be considered without genuine
experience certificate, Earnest money and
non fulfillment of the above criteria (i to iv)".

Pubali Bank Limited, Establishment Division

(12th floor), Head Office, 26 Dilkusha C/A,
Dhaka - 1000.

Up to 4.00 PM (BST) on 31.12.2015
Up to 11.00 AM (BST) on 03.01.2016

At 11.30 AM (BST) on 03.01.2016 in presence
of bidder (if any)

Tender document in MS Excel format to be
submitted in sealed envelope.

Pubali Bank Limited reserves the right to accept
partly or fully any quotation or reject any or all
quotations without assigning any reason
whatsoever and is not bound to accept the
lowest quotation.

Lowest price is not the only criteria to accept
the bid. Quality job with competitive price shall
be appreciated.

Sk. Golam Mohammad
General Manager



