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MUNICIPAL POLLS

BNP shares
1ts concern

* il b]i\D 16 N

STAFF CORRESPONDENT ouna

he BNP yesterday told
foreign envoys that deploy-
ment of the army during
the December 30 munici-
pal polls could ease peo-
ple's “fear and concern”
over holding the elections
in a free and fair manner.

Briefing diplomats of 12
countries and representa-
tives of United Nations and
European Union, BNP
leaders alleged the govern-
ment is plotting to manip-
ulate the polls.

Party's standing commit-
tee member Moyeen Khan
led the BNP delegation at
the meeting.

He informed the diplo-
mats about the Election
Commission's “subservient
attitude” towards the gov-
ernment and its helpless-
ness in taking action against
the ministers, ruling party

The party also provided

THURSDAYDECEMBER 24, 2015

www.thedailystar.net

:5 :5 SEGUHDED]TH]H 11T TODAYS

Your Ri g ht to Know ] RABIUL AWAL 11, 1437 HIRI

There are

30,000

jewellery
shops |
across the
country R i \

Ve 2,000

are located

in Dhaka

SN !|_E"_"' Jeq

: to I .fi via
U Rﬁ\ E'-;_J_;‘:;LJ:__-j.-__l._:.___;-l

I
W BT
¥ ALY

L

P e S
e of tax and duty

nal 1{]0gm

v of Tk 3,000 per bh

Countries with Highest Gold Holdings in the World

In 2014 (Tonnes)

m

[ravellers & Migrant Workers
':.L 'ii||:'||'||§||

-
REeCcyC ||"!'i‘

lawmakers and leaders, said STAFF CORRESPONDENT
meeting sources. O ) . A .
: ® Customs Intelligence officials seized

the envoys with some docu-
ments, CDs and paper
SEE PAGE 2 COL 3

ERROR-LINK ALLEGATION

Pak diplomat
'withdrawn'

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

A\ Pakistani female diplomat was
withdrawn from Bangladesh yester-
day, weeks after allegations of her
involvement in terror financing
surfaced in the judicial statement of
an Islamist militant. P
Fareena Arshad, second secretary Fareena Arshad
(political) at Pakistan High Commission in Dhaka, left the
capital by a PIA flight in the afternoon after Dhaka asked
[slamabad to recallherin 72 hours, said diplomatic sources.
Bangladesh foreign ministry, instead of going for
harsher measures such as deportation, opted to have her
withdrawn, added the sources.
Contacted, the foreign ministry and the high commis-
siondeclined to comment on the matter.
SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

F"HE]TD STAR

ohag with his father at Rajshahi Medical College
Hospital yesterday after the youth was released.

Ruet student
freed 14 days

after 'kidnap’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Chhatra League leader Saifuzzaman Sohag, who allegedly
was picked up from his Rajshahi home 14 days ago, has
been found in Chittagong.

His "abductors" released him blindfolded near a
roadside restaurant in Mirsarai in the early hours yester-
day, Sohag's family said.

"Sohag phoned me around 4:00am from a call shop
and said he had been freed,” his father Akkas-uz-Zaman
told The Daily Star yesterday afternoon.

"I am overwhelmed with joy and now eagerly am
waitingto see him," he said over the phone.

Akkas rushed to Dhaka from Rajshahi as Sohag, a
fourth year student of mechanical engineering at Rajshahi
University of Engineering and Technology (Ruet), had
told him that he was goingthere from Chittagong.

On December 10, Sohag was kidnapped from his home

SEE PAGE 10 COL 5

20.5kgs of gold worth around Tk 10 crore

® . : . :
and detained six people, including two
( 1 2 :( Malaysians, in two separate incidents at

Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport
yesterday.

Of the gold, 14.5kgs were seized from
the possession of two female passengers
who travelled from Chittagong to Dhaka

SEE PAGE 2 COLG
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SMS threats
continue

Christians anxious but won't cave in
to fear; home boss says police vigilant
STAR REPORT

Just two days before “Some Christians
Chrismas, Bshop Beiov  appeat o be very
leader of Christians in the afraid. But one

country, received a death

threat via text message on needs to remember
Tuesday night, a continua- thﬂt we are [hil[len

tion of acts of terrorising the i
community leaders since Df thIS |EI|'I|'_| Ell'l[l

earlv October,

Six others, including cannot give in to
Bangladesh Christian thrEatS. ThE mﬂjﬂrity

Association (BCA) Secretary .
General Nirmal Rozario, also of DEUIJIE are with
got similar threats the same

day.

The BCA says with the
latest incidents, 37 religious and community leaders of
Christians across the country have been threatened with life
since October -- all via SMS, except for one who received a
threat letter in Rangpur.

However, guardians of the religious minority say they
will notgive in to threats.

"Some Christians appear to be very afraid. But one needs
to remember that we are the children of this land and
cannot give in to threats. The majority of people are with
us,” said Pastor Aniruddha Das, general secretary of
National Council of Churches, Bangladesh.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4
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