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Assam's border farmers fenced in
by changing climate conditions

REUTERS, Dhubri, India

Golok Das, a farmer in Assam, is
happy with the harvest produced by
his main 6-hectare farm. But he'd love
to sell another 4-hectare plot, just half
a kilometre away, even though it's
equally fertile.

Why? It sits on the other side of a
barbed-wire fence marking the
Bangladesh border, and that means
he can'tirrigate it.

The fence was built in 1987 to
prevent illegal migration from
Bangladesh to India. It traces a line
about 150 yards inside the actual
border, on Indian land, since no
treaty agreement allowed a fence to be
built on the border itself.

Large tracts of Indian land, includ-
ing some villages, were left on the far
side of the fence. In the Golokganj
sector of Dhubri district, more than
8,000 farmers struggle with a fence
between their homes and their land.
They are allowed to cross though the
fence each day to work their holdings,
but only at set hours.

Now changing climatic conditions
in the region for the first time require
farmers to irrigate their land fre-
quently to get a good crop - but legal
and bureaucratic obstacles make it
hard to invest in irrigation on the far
side of the fence, meaning harvests
there are two-thirds lower than those
on the Indian side.

"With climate change, there has
been a change in the rainfall pattern
and also the flood intensity, which is
making agriculture difficult in many
areas in the state, " said Girin Chetia of
the non-profit North East Affected
Areas Development Society.

Those changes mean farmer
Safikul Islam now wants to get rid of
his 5 hectares of land on the wrong
side of the fence, and next to Das' plot.

Both farmers say their land on
the Indian side of the fence yields
nearly 1,500 kg of rice a year, while
an equivalent area on the
Bangladesh side produces no more
than 500 kg.

"The land on both sides is
equally fertile, however we suffer as

we don't have any irrigation facili-
ties there. This takes a major toll on
our land on the other side of the
border,” said Das.

"We have been traditionally
dependent on the rainwater for our
cultivation (for) generations, but now
as the rainfall has become unpredict-
able, it is not possible,” said Munin
Das, a 52-year-old farmer who owes 4
hectares of land on the Bangladeshi
side of the fence.

"We need irrigation facilities to be
able to cultivate our land and get good
yields,” he said.

By law, construction of any con-
crete or permanent structure is forbid-
den nearthe fence, local people say.

"Even the idea of building any
small irrigation project or building
any project for water harvesting does
not arise,” said Dinesh Kumar Sarkar,
a former legislator from Dhubri who
also owes agricultural land on the
otherside of the fence,

Sarkar said that even taking tractors
onto the land requires a lengthy
bureaucratic process.
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MIDAS
Bazlur Rahman Khan, chairman of MIDAS, attends the 23rd annual general meeting of the company at its head
office in Dhanmondi, Dhaka on Sunday. Board members Rokia Afzal Rahman, Mirza Ali Behrouze Ispahani, Shaikh
A Halim, SM Al-Husainy, Sabina Alam, Ghulam Rahman and Managing Director (acting) ASM Mashi-ur-Rahman

were also present.
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ran’s economy
will suffer

until sanctions
lifted: IMF

AFP, Washington

Iran's economy will con-
tinue to suffer until inter-
national sanctions are
lifted and the country is
able to significantly lift oil
exports, the International
Monetary Fund said
Monday.

“The sharp decline in
global oil prices, tight corpo-
rate and bank balance sheets,
and postponed consumption
and investment decisions
ahead of the expected lifting
of economic sanctions, have
significantly slowed down
economic activity since the
fourth quarter of 2014/15,"
the IMF said in its annual
review.

As a result, real eco-
nomic growth is estimated
at near zero (-0.5 to +0.5)
for 2015-16. Inflation is
expected to remain near 14
percent by year-end.

“Prospects for 2016/17
are brighter, owing to the
prospective lifting of eco-
nomic sanctions. Higher oil
production, lower costs for
trade and financial transac-
tions, and restored access to
foreign assets, are expected
to lift real GDP to about 4-
5.5 percent next year.” The
IMF urged Iran to undertake
prudent monetary and fiscal
policy as a way to keep
inflation under 10 percent.

The IMF also praised
announcements by [ran that
it would unify the foreign
exchange market and
remove foreign exchange
restrictions and multiple
currency practices.
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HUAWEI

Dealers, retailers, brand shop owners and staff of Huawei attend the company's
annual meet at Ocean Paradise Hotel in Cox's Bazar.
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Mahtabuddin Ahmed, chairman of Agricultural Marketing Company (Pran), attends
the 30th annual general meeting of the company at Trust Milonayaton in Dhaka
yesterday. Md Eleash Mridha, managing director, was also present. Pran declared
32 percent cash dividends for 2014-15.
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25 YEARS ANNIVERSARY

December 21, 201
VIP Lounge, Press Cl

RAFFLE WINNER ANNOUNCEMENT CEREMONY
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APEX
Syed Nasim Manzur, managing director of Apex Footwear, and Syed Gias Hussain,
additional managing director, attend a press meet at the National Press Club in
Dhaka to announce the winners of a marketing campaign that ended on December

16, on the occasion of the company's 25th anniversary.
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